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PREFACE. 

The charaifter of Mr. Addison 
and his Writings, for Juftnefs of 
Thought, Strength of Reafoning, 
and Purity of Style^ is too well efta- 
bliihed to need a recommendation ; 
but their greateft ornament, and that 
which gives a luftre to all the reft, 
is his appearing, throughout, a zea- 
lous advocate for Virtue and Reli- 
gion againft Profanenefs and Infi- 
delity. And becaufe his excellent Dif- 
courfes upon thole fubjefts lie dif- 
perfed among his other writings, and 
are by that means not fo generally 
known and read as they deferve, it 
was judged to be no unfeafonable 
. fervice to Religion, to publilh them 
together in a diftindl volume; in 
a z hopes^ 
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iBontltawd,Ift»/ arifl«Vet^JM§fflifth3f 
»Bk)eHgii)n» mm hr mm fs gnol 2£ 

ate jgrtete ?mfie^«t9tBft»fe%-i^ 
Philofophy^fMJWt H?JMngnft>9te5P 

Bun dft PAn^iv^sBffiCfifi^W 

phe«idfetfcetf3/ftiW,8Mfiri»lfe^ffHW 

they 
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*«?f5^efeH'"I''ftil^ Mr. Bo«tE, 
^Mfi'I»«'Kr«»,«if MAdSTaWTiyWi and 

'Me^ al^e %^ dA«(^i4(te ftcep- 
as long as men are men ;n bi^tl t&e 

WSAaiflffldat^bdglnfiUfl ite Ik&r 

<M8ffi^f€igff'^ Bifi^'CftHftesadidiSq- 
^na?9^7i5^(«i^£^k^»i»%hi€al»fin- 

'Bnffi^KQ^mfls.§FitteH#ta)firm3l^- 

^"** a 3 nite 
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VI PKBPACB* 

nite power and wifdom off the great 
CreatdrJ '^ r-;^'; 

*rhiS^ acjcouht Wc'^hkvi*S^r6m *one 
who ^as intiniately acquaint^ 'With 
him/and preached hi^ ' !Riiifettil* Ser- 
mon : * ^It appeared tb ''th6fe''who 
^ converfed with him in hisf inquiries 

* Into njtture, that his maiA difigh in 
^that (on which as he had his'-iwn 
^ eye hioft conftaiitly, fo he took care 

/to put others often in' mind bf it) 

* was to raife in hiittfdf and olfhers 
^ vafter thoughts of the greS&thefs 
'^ arid glory, and of the wlfdofti ^nd 
^ goodnefs of God* This wiS^lb' deep 
^ in his thoughts, tHat'he^^lieludes 
^ the ^^rticle of his tviM, ^fih re- 
flates' to that iiluftribiis ^hhSf, the 
^ Royal sJciky, W thele^ >*bMs : 

" wilhihg them Jt^'hkppf^fufetid^ in 
'' their laudabW attem^s *ofMifco- 

• Dr. Bumet. * ^ Life, p. 22. 

" ver 
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PREFACE. Vll 

'^ ver the trae nature of the works of 
*^ God ; and praying that they and 
*^ all otjier fearchers into phyfical 
" truths may cordially refer their 
'^ .attainments to the glory of the 
«* great Author of Nature, and to 
**the comfort of mankind." The 
fame perfbn.alfo fpeaks thus of him: 
^ He had the profoundeft veneration 
^ fof the great God of heaven and 
^ earth,, that ever I obferved in any 
Vperfon. The very name of God 
^ WW; never mentioned by him with- 
< put.^.paufe and a vifible flop in his 
5 di&ourie.' 

i^d of the ftridlnefs and exempla- 

^lintfs of the whole courfe of his life, 

,^e ii|jra% ^ I flaight here challenge 

^jik^ wjiplq tfibe of Ljbertines, to 

[ <}pgi& ; ^4 ^\^^ ^^ uicfulnefs, as 

/^«j5fl|^fs thej«celleace of the Chrif- 

: •:. *^ Life, p. 9* 

a 4 ^tian 
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veil »JI«9&«1. 

^tftWi -iRdii^i^ iaraJtfeftHkrwafljaip^ 
^ |«rffl|fj3dhAhatr At&flbflyiqmoo ^lom 
otAglif^th«9ilMJimftd:tteAn^ 

^ tion of NftiiSfi'<lxnBl:Qiiliifao dotti^-> 
xtititiovi^'\prS»^py^ ofiotfeiHsing efflEts 
t^JhSatikfO^ vdik^iare^MDBdf rpij^i(forBl 
h]i[oi^cAMATatm^v^(ff^^m^ eilEfdnDiiA 
ofrGaQd^^ agdrialB^isbh£if2^afii»Rb 

^K^dtbit/aHlrthingsihEii^^ \ffmd 
mdde bododontriisddquiit^ goespiova 
cki) Etod^jeo^agr ctfaing^ ^rits-ipiqpeig! 
en&'md3]i&/)b3^aiE|aU9ivfcfe Guefbs^do 

vdhiQh£^ laika^sl itoap|xnir^ tksib^6^ 

ndtEdtbebcxEDml fmd^^tdiongbo ohtosc^ 
fonable, becaufe we cannot compre- 
hend them, finee -theyimay be appa- 
rently- 
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rendp^KJvfiksftlkBtiii ^cgstbtSb cmA 
more comprefi£(iifitd)3dtt^fa(lu{^|. 
itd(bil]Liw^;saibteiimibtALe9 

HBd;rbflaqiffaB»e$r(iai^ikr rmffti^ly^ 
finnblMs UlBidpiig)q|:h«tnii^h3r|^^^^ 
€30DfiAe^7^:>iiMaicktidstifagJ^^ Otl^bcoDt^ 
da \^ifime^^|biifcTn)Bare^is£d:iil^ 

wTote^aog xfnupdfis^rttnodeficooddlelie' 

gifirar |)eirfiai» dhEavftiifi&dei ia§ait£g/it. 

' idi\wfegh0^1p^kk3ir|iai^tbr^ef^ 
^iyiote QlEjJl^iiilij7c^£]pet^Gfinqa^ey 
' ^ttv^gmt^Af^obrav tD^pe^fildep'^but 
^ itotrto odminaltid^^and fin and death 

4 Life, p. 17. 

do 
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X* PREFACE. 

^ do not neceffarily attend the difo- 
^ bedience of them, they have the 
^ lefs influence ; for fince we may 
^ take the liberty to queftion human 

* writers, I find that the methods 
^ they take to impofe their writings 
^ upon us may ferve to countenance 
^ either truth or falfehood/ 

His zeal to propagate Chriftianity 
in the world appears by many and 
large benefaftions to that end, which 
are enumerated in his Funeral Ser- 
mon. * * He was at the charga of 
^ the tranflation and impreflion of 
^ the New Teftament into the Ma- 
/ layan langu^e, which he fcnt pver 
^ all the Eaft Indies. He gaye aino- 

* ble reward to him that tra^flated 
^ Grotius's incomparable bftpkj of 
' the " Truth of the Chriilian, Jle> 
" ligion" into Arabic, and wjis J^.the 

V Life, p, 5$, 57. : . , 

^ charge 
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Preface. Xi 

^ charge of a whole impreffion, which 

* he took care to order to be diftri- 
^'buted in all the countries where 
*'that language is underftood. He 

* Was refolved to' have carried on the 
^ irilpreffion of the New Teftament 

' * i« the Turkifli language j but the 

^ Company thought it became them 

^ tb be the doers of it, and fo fufFered 

* hi6i only to give a large Ihare to- 
^ wirds it. He was at feven hundred 

* pounds charge in the edition of the 

* Irifh Bible, which he ordered to be 

* diftributed in Ireland, and he con- 
^^fributed largely both to the impref- 

^ fiorts of the Welfli Bible, and of the 

* Irifli Bible in Scotland. He gave 

* fliirifng his life three hundred 
^pminds to advance the defign of 
^"propagating the Chriftian Religion 

'* ih 'Amiima^i -and as foon as he 

* heard that the Eaft India Company 

* were entertauiing propofitions for 
^-^' ^the 
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••¥'1^i«filiri^;l ktfifirf' eSfii!iSfife,"Bdt 

'^m^'- it ^r!hg. • WjI liftf ^^ but^qiot 

^4i ^frtithe'¥Ki*l tfPtk Cawiftikn 
«ftblife?6n iii'^eheM, ^WltHdut'^f^e- 
^hfifiWdifll to »/hd'Abl<!Mfi«BS'&n»Mlp: 
•ft;h?»iriinS'^'^d'''Wli^ .fflefeffrfbe 
«aMfeggd t^rf '<hiM"]|>«ii9' taaWo 

* th{k^TttJ^e3'l!i«!yXSflffi'«fti^ia^fefthl 

^ Vf^^th'^m8n9^Tt6tnf^if8JhV b6t 

* come mafters of the argument.* 

In his youn^ei^'^years he had 
''•■ thoughts 
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i£ifipfl&)cffi»2ibrela^bt9>^e;i«ftn, 
wlinfBY^?ii?Mfem sfm M^§^^ 

19dr5^pn^n^f<Jn8ltffiha^#>r^^d 

I ., . even 
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XIV _^ PREFACf. 

even by the Sceptics and I&fidek of 
our times, fliev<redhia zeal for<2hrif- 
tianity, firft^ in his ^nriddle age, by 
publifhing a difeoupfe on purpofe 
to demonftrate the ReafonaWenefs • 
of believing Jefus to be the ptotnifed 
Meffiah ; and, after that, in the kflj 
years of his life, by a very judicious 
Commentary upon feveral of the 
Epiftles of St. Paul. 

He fpeaks of the miracles wrought 
by our Saviour and his Apoftles, in 
the ftrongeft manner, both as fa(6ks 
unexceptionably true, and a* .the 
cleareft evidences of a divine mill- 
fion. His words are thefe : * « The 

* evidence of our Saviour's miSioa 
^ from Heaven is fo great in the m\d- 

* titude of his miracles he did befttft 
^ all forts of people, (which the D^ 

* vine Providence and Wifdom has 



8 Reafonableneis, &c. p* 256. 
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PREFACE. . XV 

* fo ordered, that they never were 

* nor cbuld be denied by any of the 
^ enemies and oppofers of Chriftian- 
^ ity) that what he delivered can- 
^ not but be received as the Oracles 
^ of God, and unqueftionable verity.* 
And again; * ^ After his refurrec- 
^ tion, he fcnt his Apoftles amongft 

* the nations, accompanied with mi- 

* racks ; which were done in all 
^ parts fo frequently, and before fo 

* many'witnefles of all forts, in broad 

* day light, that, as I have often ob- 
^ ferved, the enemies of Chriftianity 

* haVe never dared to deny them, no, 
^ not Julian himfelf : who neither 
^ wanted Ikill nor power to inquire 
^ into the truth ; nor would have 
^failed to have proclaimed and ex- 
^ pofed it, if he could have detedled 

* any falfehobd in the hiftory of the 

^ Reafonablenefsy &c. p. 263. 

' Gofpel, 
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xn rmJUfACM 

^ frfffef !^ or tend die IwwJ jpfMnniil 
' <» ^wftian the OBMer of iift pib- 
' Uihtfd by Chrift «d hb Apdfthi. 
^ Tbc ffii fn twif nd evidsoce of tbe 
' oiicades dxme by our Stsmms and 
^ his follDwers^ by the {xmor irad 
fbcce of truth, bore dovm this 
^ mighty and accotnpliihed En^penr^ 
^ and all his parts, in his oim dp« 
'minions. He durft not cteoy fo 
' plaiii matter of £uft ; wluch be* 
^ ii^ granted, the truth of onr Sa* 
^ viour's do<9:rine and miffion oaa* 
' voidably folloirs, notwkhftandiig 
^ whatfoever artfol liiggeftioiis kts 
^ wit ccwld invest, or maUce flirndd 
' ofl&r to the coBtrary/ 

TothQfewhoa&,'Whata0ed«m 
' there ofaSarkkisr? wbat^dmmagt 
*bxvt we by Je&s Omtr Mr. 
Xjoc&s sqplks'^ ^ It is 



*iu«i<y 
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FKE7ACE. XVH 

* juftify the fitnefs of any thing to 
' be ^ne^ by refolving it into the 
^ wiidom of God, who hflts done it ; 
^ whereof our narrow uttderftandingi 

* and fliort views may utterly inca-* 
^ padtste us to judge. We knuow ltt4 
^ de of this vifible, aray^nothing at 

* all of the ftate of that intclfciftiud 
^ world (wherein are iiifinite num* 
' hers and d^rees of fptrits out^yeS^ 

* the reach of our ken rJir^gucfs)^ and 
^therefore know not what trahfac- 
^ tions there were between God and 
^oar Saviour, in reference to his 

* kingdom. We know jaot what need 

* there was to fet up a Head and a 
^ Chieftain, in oppofition to '* the 
*^ Prin<:nfe of this world, the Prince 
^^ of the power 6f the air^ &c/' 

* whereof there are more than db- 
^ fcure intimations in Scripture. And 
^ we fliatll take too much upon us,' if 
< we fliall call God's wifdom. or pro- 

b ^ vidence 
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'^m^i ^ 'pcMp%iS^lM tihdeitr 
«ftaHSiigt;«#indtiWc(5jiftllft)r,5xiaBcr 

ka^ftttV^of/iyikilidfsrfftndi ignorttcd 
tMl'tribiAiihid Wifcm iJn.'j^i). AetiriAe 
ft?ite ^hd«vydgeqof;Gto* ;,a»;/iBttd 

toi tkte idtilles'-tafbe pedbmaBcfewtd 

iidb tfeid: ettcotoft^meiaBitoqiluiipaTi 
fiJr«ttteM*e -^t tAivdatf^f filFfOHMihe 

tiWafdS iirid'^ ^ifliteajte «^3£iMd> 

4. PWitt <ehe fffwfaifeiA^tiiBD^pirib'krf 

Gk)^flxidii'«ift'Wid;^iift'<mJt ami s » 

'<Tlie iMyJi^&r^RiB ,aBi§ifcEary 

1. R&liiiwfclenefs, &c. p. '•SwrnoO A ^ifi;^. 
» p. 264. • p. a8»l'fi*-f<a*if.//P {ifiatp. 
i d where 
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iTBKitk[£pbitMd«rr.^rf^i^4»>^ »J^et|t?£ 
nfHttmj'BiQ 5^i(jfeefoc^ ^i^^^^by^g^ 

^ a tnifi iai)^*|gflgferfrff^^f!'QH-ifti» 
^1 jifw b 2 ^ tent 
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^ ftttdy^ like I' HilyqScwpriireio fcrfpw- 

A^trUcnraihed^tfaeiwoidftrari Bidffial 
'^Lilfe/' .Ihibas^Gbdtfox'fitsnAiitUxr^ 
^fl^fchratioci fbr^it&ilend^'lacidn'iUbb, 
^Hvithoue aily'ttikttkfe x* iwdrpfor 
^ its Mafiner,' A ^hecftaoti ith^^aiis 
copied frofai*: ^]lis own: praftfeed^/Iiti 
the Tatter part of hk ^f , landidEter 
his retimm^it fmn feixfineffi ^ Muen^ 
for fomtetti or fifteen' )y*^riP^heiiap- 
plied hiurfelf efpeckll^to)^ thib^ady 
^of the Holy Scripi:ui«s/>afadjaitai- 
i^ ployed the lavft year* .06 -lib Hifc 
^ haafdly itv^my >thiiig dfcii iHo/wlw 
^ nifcVec We^yiof adiitirkigndaeicgfe^t 
f Tfewd o£' that Swted Booky ^cidb the 
^ joft ^ tela;^i0ii ^ ol^ die ' itst<pa0t&T£vHe 
'icveky^ day nkade dMbdteiMeaiDDd tt, 
i^that gave^hi^ freibicaioilefctfi^fani- 
* ration/ 

^ c Of 
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^Qs^ of^wbqie >Epi^l^ he drew up a 

jmftiiiErefiiik fiofmileoitajry/. iie ,/ lays ^ 

feS^aS he i;ibsr mimituloi^y ealled ,te 

5iddbi]:Aiuftr3rn(»f ftfaer Gofp^^ aiiA de« 

.tidoffdtoibe archofeni/Veflel;-^rM:ftat 

iblictihnb tbe wbolcdo^ftrim* 0f the 

^^^ki^piai fcxMn God by , immediate 

rfii^fevsliKlioQ ;<<^^liar:for;kis iilfonna- 

i^£Eoii>fua .ifae Chiiftiao knowledge^ 

.fiaiM tkshnmjA^m^ aad depths df 

^dierll^ipfii&feioiBi of Gnod by Jefus 

>/t£2firfilii^ GodI hosn&If had coodd- 

frikehded 'tor he his Jnftrudbor and 

')iiraiiihAr;-^that ^ faid recayed 

r:ivirfae}£ght ibf iJne .Gofpel frd&i. the 

i^d^unkE^DrAnd: F/athcr/ of JLi ght him- 

-s/ffelfe'-r^iunft ^ Jtbat'. aa cxadk ^x^fer- 

-^l^ratwiB/ffaJiislffeafoniiigB .a»dnnfer- 

,t{ aKe^fo>tboiCisilyiiiii£? guide for the 

jfriigiiDuiudbrAit^ii^ /under 



ljO b 3 ^ the 
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tfth^^Spiiitr cff^iGbtBH, fri^ dimflbed 

him when he died, andMaadivHSfed 
^iri tiitt)1fidnepi&iniiy fiEwiferoad^ars 
*e6»rev>thal thea^y\baffer©lkisxiicfttfa 

■iibimiittio te^d thA:Mb\^dSt'iijgajtk^^ 

-bfei«gri tdd/: dsad, lif iKir^^VKtafldpdlire 
^^i^ldih^/famil^jfhotdd Jcoiide disaUfm^ 
-fey 'himrfe'his 'trhaiiibttr!,lhd~anfiterBwl, 
-■^Afenlhcpsid^ bieiiwqyi<giiid£tfa ^hamc it 
r« f*yf4fefe»^I^M»iac*i^eDiioofcn^ 
i^fi^citoleahithafco abntonafiooD a&N 
2M'J tQpifj)d^t(5ntfithe3(gnbdiiefki6f 
<^:)6o^qte^ ^pqoia}l>^ GxaHec^lihe lote 
«.*>ml lid oJ bnii liiw x/o^ :rx;rlw hna ^• 
« Comment, p. 17. r Pofth. Works, p. 21. 

^ d ' which 
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^ juftifyingMagniib/Zfekibiidixor Jiifus 

^nipl^icdalr &k iamtt^i^i^ JiWi 
dim dw (khowtedgti p&idttttiDiisiie 
feSifviiwrf.'bnB ,horb .•:*;[ nf-av; rnir' 
8i£3^botttortwii xfacnrfhajirtefcaifc his 
Iiieath^iike:>lcBnniir7it^.od:r Ijfitte;:bitd'^c]a 
lueriaiHf GboodsfataA ^ ^ktuaftcri^ards 
'i£ftn%mfBedi(l£in&lf b]r:;« wnytidif* 
l&i»ibi3vayiGfcithinkifog[Md vttitiA^^ 

3^b^bAri)cvec£i& to juiDbr afttai i^i^- 
Y^tj|a£a!i£ 3lbokiateothe^,:tmti^tfeib}e 

if ni^ thabifig)a(pafli^ ^Mai]^tndr^f- 
rb£Qmdfi)oilcfi ii^i(L>i(at&d&^c»^i^\A^^ in 
-IsBib codfiBiKiifndji QMoiiig.'^t^bi^nd 
'i6iaithb(hig>esrbflaiiotblQ^(^tfe^i 'pds 

^ and what you will find to be trae, 
.1 >i/i ;> • b 4 ^ when 
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'^W^n^no za ,ri ,v.lqoloIiri<I ' 

Cbtifti^ Hi? .cJifcoW5ries <;€ie«tfiH ♦ 
ing tfer- frame a^4,fy^ ofoithe - 

'$> Enquiri(S9 i«^i(NalbB»e » 
,to.rdfmoftfei|tfe,iigprfqflr ' 
all kiadsj.iiwbfeeij^rfifrd ' 

and Wjtfdflm in.*.ri>^^refttiiSi3of(tlB£ 
* world,' Of iRflilcfeAvb^^r^Kjttfuafc - 
ca^np^ *efgwe%' rtfeftini>ite ^^blJdq ^ 
ofaningeniou^-pf rfen^^lUfhtdbw boual ^ 
m^h,C9mref%;.iii,^^htl«ffophip ' 
cal^W^ttpgfij^,^''ij^|^h«-tgiJd ^nbid » 
;cij 03 sldalogmi eiBsqqi: Ji 8b bnA ' 

.£,|j > * Mathe- 
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Philofophy, he has givctt"^'af'^fe 

WJife*fafthfe^fi#rfidKfe?f k tH'afc'th'e'^ 
iiinilitudftfifolttdfWkli ti^^'of the^' 

tiwrlwfeble/isrgbA^edPiyjr ptie'^^'S^-'-"; 
^nmA Bfeikgi to%hwh tfie^Pr^ihir^ 
ki-w«it^ '«fi^he^'ffeifte''of 'liattn'^i^'' 
wbich) tffiidVntiy^ B the efFe^ oif\ 
efcoice'^^tefii^.; He thoi'^ibi;;-^' 
<Mw<iB>trte% ta'WAIe-^6 beft-tae-"^. 
ifliplqi^caiJAtftkMM c6ncehiiftg-idk)lilf ' 
fa'i&fRVJ^ift" <;ann(y6 coffCeiVe 'ekh^i^^^ 
<rfw^c«! br-^-t?irie 6th6rwire^ thkii^-^ 
a8i*iiee«arily'-e«MBhgfV thft-'fi^ir^^^ 

fbadfr iwbiftntdHiAhlf --^af 1)7"-^^*^" 

qiiiq«^It***rtMeif fpa^eatiff titii6i^' '' 
£adnl^ khurff^^di muft: attB^^bc;' 
And as it appears impoffible to us, 
that fjteeei IfcbttM .'fed' Htaitei or 
adJBM ' « that 
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ftudy of the Holy ScrfipeAttS^nafti 

•tkdlAMy ^s* tAhtK6'0!<dei' -dit tiWi^iaki 
Jthe' ft* i€S «f ^j^edeaVitt^iiwii^ 

'heafli^le .left !>*hift«-''h}teP«tt i^iUhSi- 
■rat* : tXfcottrfei- tio /'^cWif 'fhne^thfe 
famous Prophecy df t)ai&Wb^^tts, 
Vhkh'hfts: b^eiv ^kidtiAridttdy:]^ 
verted by the Deifts of ou^i filft^l, 
iWfr"&ivel^e©'f^rc^eey itt" fffi c6m- 
%g~eJf-«he''M«ffialiy ati^4liftlllednisi 

n-''Mr.J A4»iS**o-W,ofo^^teai^ cftfe- 
^rftdd^ f^i-Sh (dnedmttibi9''&dci]My 
w^ ttank»% ffifd> r^aferfth^^last^ 
"t^ea «tfiiBefo^^r^f£ifii^^MlB ^bj^4ss- 

lief 
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writings that aifen^¥iiebfii»Wlilwfi-i 
ilftiwMcfeaif (j^£C«»ffilyi3l«ap^W f hat 
JrigUMit r^rt-if^ ti»fBinjf(ere),i|isrI9Wi 
temnpfiSSi^i^a vfoH <^ It }n 7'NMfr 

JfilfitJ^ J fem, J)fiji<sfi x4: tbje trmb .of 

-felg*!^ MitOhbttniJM?(4U|hority,<|>r;t|fUMi 
iAja9jrH»tI^)i»f yc^ai^-.by tjirfcnwfn 

,Mi^Ajft%iiliflv^ iBujes. of. nghf .Tfi». 

(tbfflilifijo 'lo ?ftijCJ -Mt . i '. 

belief of Revelation incQftg^gntMitli 
^^»i^:^v§i(^0W9n6> fflaq^ e||^9t 

■giCiMfi^ slftl^s^dili^cnifiltexftitf «»ly 

-jtf be- 
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ikelbviifg 1&eiBeialssiii^nbutiiseaio&fi|r 
concerned to eilabliih and props^S 
like bsdie^sfnt//: ^.y[l£nii ,hnA 4. 
''iii.-tXhcr f«in«inbnmfitf)itif .thiffi^f^ 
alfar;bGD;a|:'ai2aD9^x.is>ib <^ntolraiiiv3rt9 
^(ficT) xbeSb-iifeaiBng/pdopl^ffrc^ hol- 
ing rmiikdi %! iheirfaiDsboftfta f o^^ciar 
an6derii pis4)end9is:ftoi^Re2ifeii>$ a,Q(l^ 
^tkitdm fodboer isfid, tc^^chedkntl^tiiar 
dinatbti of '^the^viiiked ^aiiiinYktfito 
to be: Tiaille^'; • ^hm^ botlujSa&'jtJltei 
ha^ror bcfbie^lmir cj^qs. ftehi fY^l9ida0^ 

di^-aadia fimr«FAilk)^Qfiii(})tc^9tfadr 
^l ond mdrthe&me riikidi;7; -id ion 

:^efiBrtdlyi.«4ceiiicd ^^(Dfe^Viftoe.iwii 
Gnodaefr^ Bdd^viiot9»i(lDiA^ 
'U^ t^adjaillmeBt^i^BrcaD6U71f^^^ fer 
^idMoir. ModeflTT And.rU^utnii^T^^Id^r 
rttxa;a^lBsrIi]fiewrkrs^ltha$oiii^()^ 5i<yi 
'dtei^fiUflibnbiiat^iia^] teifd^ d^^e 

vvrri)!4f under 
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4* And, finally, s&iith2}r!)flii{i isOl 
fijaifnifffar, ^ennisdca^mMna^ilffir .the 
^erfui»ri of nReri^aledf RoligioaiitOD^liA)- 
4edgepi£hak}<)hqy^if 8Teipr€§bdaasidi hy 
iti«eitfft/tbapdkciid8r:>ctt>ndiklbc^(^ 
Jasf Jsmfrt^>Iaofu^^kmy7titiiLJB^ 
i«Ui}iy:rn;ttPwii^,,iiMb^ targssd aii^;aixift 
4rtei wntbfi^ bf 4h&/Qergy^iiiiddfiaite 
iHi^iQie^elad^ fiiacb'/they'd&aDotx&itrt 
iiOiib^frtLii)lediup0n 'rth^ir:tra3^aixtlHir 

not leis tniibed; basiidAnhcf Ere by^ 
<th^<{Mrofeifiori( oiibutt . it ds ia/ ftiggef- 

iidib(|((i^s^t^peeially fta:ht»bcat£li 
iflji ob^^iiimptan^ a&eriwiUiBg i^Qjkte 

7^bnjj ligencc 



Digitized by Google 



Ugdncenklte^ifahiidfndiofadl^faot «b 
taxltnamta^irHiablfaiidipvisbtddn^ 

tktPibl^TkffppiecttfK^ fffSi^t^iik jnlxfiit 

<JrtHy.^^o ojni iuq boB .absarl laqoiq 

lifhed in feparate7-{^$dlfe ;^i^ihk> ^ni 
agOj and afterwards coUeAed into 
volumes, with marks of diftinftion 
at the end of many of them, to point 
out the writers, Mr. Addison's are 
there diftinguifhed by fome one of 
the letters of the word CLIO ; and 
the fame marks of diftindtion are 
iicre continued'; as are alfo the reft, 
where any letter was found at the 
:end of the difcourfe. 

In thofe volumes they ftand ac- 
cording to the order of time, in which • 
they were at firft feparately pub- 
lilhed, without any conne6lion as to 

the 
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li]e)re{Ifthej<fav^rb[£l[liij:ifoii£^ 

proper heads, and put into one.ykWi: 
iJ^*he,2«ahoht)lia)^(l»/(riiote ^^i^- 

noiftniilib To cjl.ip /''iv/ .^vn^ui^ / 
itnioq o:r ,mj/il "io mu. rr *[..> b::'j ;);ii vf; 
51^ e'^OBiauA ."!/ ..-.r^^i';// xl: ijjo 
"io ano arnot yd f-':!: ..--i'-^j'^ irij.-h 
bns ; OLID InoA' r^di ^.. ii:,ij-;t ^rh 
31B notiinffh'b "to --.i^/.;Li tjrr;^ s>dj 
{fioi odi oik ^1^ ?K ;'b'n;nijno3 ovjd 
odi JB bnuot ejaw i:;jIj1 ^(pl ^ijdw 
.aliL'oolib ^ih io baf> 
-DB bn^ft Y^rf^ et)fTiijloy 6\odj /it 
ilDirlw ni ^amil'io lobio aih ot j^aibioa 

ol 2B noiib^nnoo ^^^^ iuodiiw ,ht)n]d 
^dl CON- 
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THE 

EVIDENCES 

OF THE 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 



SECTION I. 



I. General dtviiipn of the following difcourfe, with re- 

gard to Pagan and JewiAi authors, who mention 
particulars relating to our Saviour. 

II. Not probable that any fuch (hould be mentioned by 

Pagan writers who lived at the fame- time, from 
the .natqre of fuch tranfa^ons : 

III. Efpecially when related by the Jews } 

IV. And heard at a diflance by thofe who pretend to as 
gceat miracles of their own.^ 

V. Befides that, no Pagan Writen of that age lived tli 

Judaea, or its confines ^ f 

VL' And. becaufe many books of that age are loft. 

VII. An inftahee of QOit record proved to be wthentic.' 

VIII. A fecond record of probable, though not un^ 
doubted authority. 

I. X HAT I may lay beforeyou a fiiU^ 
(late of the fubje^ u]i4ei?. our confiderst- 
B tion. 
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a THE EVIDENCBS OF 

tion^ and methodize the feveral pardcu- 
lars that I touched upon in difcourfe with 
you; I (hall firft take notice of fuch Pa- 
gan authors as have given their teftimony 
to the hiftory of our Saviour ; reduce thefe 
authors under their refpeftive clafles^ and 
fliew what authority their teftimonies 
carry with them. Secondly, I fliall take 
notice of Jewifh * authors in the fafne 

light. 

II. There are many reafons why you 
Ihould not expeft that matters of fi^ch a 
wonderful nature fhould be taken notice 
of by thofe .eminent Pagan writers, who 
were contemporaries with Jefus Chrift, or 
by thofe who lived before his Difciples 
had perfonally appeared among them, and 
afcertained the report which had gone 
abroad concerning a life fo full of mira- 
cles, 

Suppofing fuch things had happened at 
this day in Switzerland, or among the 
Grifons, who make a greater figure in 
Europe than Judsea did in the Roman 

* The Author did not Utc to write this fecond Paut. 

Empire^ 
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THB CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3 

Empire^ would they be immediately be- 
lieved by thofe who live at a great dif- 
tance from them ? or would any certain 
account of them be tranfmitted into fo- 
reign countries^ within fo fhort a fpace 
of time as that of our Saviour's public 
miniihy ? Such kinds of news^ though 
never fo true, feldom gain credit^, till 
fome time after they are tranfa£led and 
expofed to the examination of the cu- 
rious^ who, by laying together circum- 
fiances, atteftations, and characters of 
thofe who are concerned in them, either 
receive, or rejeft, what at firft none but 
eye-witneffes could abfolutely believe or 
difbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, it was 
natural for men of fenfe and learning to 
treat the whole account as fabulous, or, at 
fartheft, to fufpend their belief of it, un- 
til all things flood together in their full 
light. 

III. Befides, the Jews were branded 

not only for fuperftitions different from 

all the religions of the Pagan world, but 

in a particular manner ridiculed for being 

B 2, a cre- 
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4 THE EVIDENCES Of 

a credulous people 3 fo that whatever re- 
ports of fuch a nature came out of that 
country, were looked upon as falfe, fri- 
volous, and improbable. 

IV. We may further obferve, that the 
ordinary pra6iice of magic in thofe times^ 
with the many pretended prodigies, divi- 
nations, apparitions, and local miracles 
among the Heathens, made them lefs 
attentive to fuch news from Judaea, till 
they had time to confider the nature, the 
occafion, and the end of our Saviour's 
miracles, and were awakened by many 
furprifing events to allow them any con- 
fideration at all. 

V. We are indeed "told by St. Mat- 
thew, that the fame of our Saviour, dur- 
ing his life, went throughout all Syria, 
and that there followed him great multi- 
tudes of people from Galilee, Judaea, De- 
capolis, Idumaea, from beyond Jordan, 
and from Tyre and Sidon. Now had 
there been any hiftorians of thofe times 
and places, we might have expelled to 
have feen in them fome account of thofe 

wonder- 
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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 5 

wonderful tranra£):ions in Judaea; but 
there is not any fingle author extant, in 
any kind, of that age, in any of thofe 
countries. 

VI. How many books have periflied, 
in which poffibly there might have been 
mention of our Saviour! Look among 
the Romans, how few of their writings 
are come down to our times ! In the 
{pace of two hundred years from our Sa- 
viour's birth, when there was fuch a mul- 
titude of writers in all kinds, how fmall is 
the number of authors, that have made 
their way to the prefent age ! 

VII. One authentic record, and that 
the moft authentic Heathen record, we 
are pretty fure is loft : I mean the ac- 
count fent by the Governor of Judaea, un- 
der whom our Saviour was judged, con- 
demned, and crucified. It was the cuf- 
tom in the Roman Empire, as it is to this 
day in all the governments of the world, 
for the praefefts and viceroys of diftant pro- 
vinces to tranfmit to their fovereign a fum- 
mary relation of every thing remarkable 
in their adminiftration. That Pontius Pi- 

B 3 late, 
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late^ in his account^ would have touched 
on fo extraordinary an event in Judaea^ is 
not to be doubted ; and that he a£tually 
did, we learn from Jufiin Martyr, i^ho 
lived about a hundred years sftGT our 
Saviour's death, refided, made converts, 
and fuffered martyrdom at Rome, ivhere 
he was engaged with philofophers, and in 
a particular manner with Crefcens the 
Cynick, who could eafily have detected, 
and would not fai] to have expofed him, 
had he quoted a record not in being, or 
made any falfe citation out of it. Wotdd 
the great Apologift have challenged Cref- 
cens to difpute the caufe of Chriftianity 
with him before the Roman Senate, had he 
forged fuch an evidence ? or would Cref- 
cens have refiifed the challenge, could he 
have triumphed over him in die deteftion 
of fuch a forgery ? To which we muft 
add, that the Apology, which appeals to 
this record, was prefented to a learn- 
ed Emperor, and to the whole body of 
the Roman Senate. This Father, in his 
Apology, fpeaking of the death and fuf- 
fering of our Saviour, refers the Empe- 
ror 
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THB CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 7 

lor for the truth of what he fays to the 
AAs of Pontius Pilate, which I have here 
mentioned. TertuUian, who wrote his 
Apology about fifty years after Juftin, 
doubtlefs referred to the fame record, 
when he tells the Governor of Rome, 
that the Emperor Tiberius, having re- 
ceived an account out of Paleftine in 
Syria of the Divine Perfon, who had ap- 
peared in that country, paid him a parti- 
cular regard, and threatened to puniih 
any who fhould accufe the Chriftians; 
nay, that the Emperor would have adopt- 
ed him among the Deities whom he 
worfliipped, had not the Senate refiifed to 
come into his propolal. Tertullian, who 
gives us this hiftory, was not only one of 
the moft learned men of his age, but> 
what adds a greater weight to his autho- 
rity in this cafe, was eminently fkilfid 
and well read in the laws of the Roman 
Empire. Nor can it be faid, that Tertul- 
lian grounded his quotation upon the au- 
thority of Juflin Martyr, becaufe we find 
he mixes it with matters of fa6l: which 
are not related by that author. Eufebius 
B 4 men- 
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mentions the fame ancient record; but ad 
it was not extant in his time, I fliall not 
infift upon his authority in this point. If 
it be objefted, that this particular is not 
mentioned in any Roman hiftorian, I (hall 
ufe the fame argument in a parallel cafe, 
and fee whether it will carry any force 
with it. Ulpian, the great Roman law- 
yer, gathered together all the Imperial 
Edifts that had been made againiS: the 
Chriftians. But did any one ever fay, that 
there had been no fuch Edifts, becaufe 
they were not mentioned in the hiftories 
of thofe Emperors ? Befides, who knows 
but this circumftance of Tiberius was 
mentioned in other hiftorians that have 
been loft, though not to be found in any 
ftill extant ? Has not Suetonius many 
particulars of this Emperor omitted by 
Tacitus, and Herodian many that are not 
fo much as hinted at by either ? As for 
the fpurious Afts of Pilate, now extant, 
we know the occafion and time of their 
writing; and had there not been a true 
and authentic record of this nature, they 
would never have been forged. 

VIII. 
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VIII. The ftory of Abgarus, King of 
Edeflkj rekting to the letter which he 
fent to our Saviour, and to that which he 
received from him, is a record of great 
authority; and though I will not infill 
upon it, may venture to fay, that, had we 
fuch an evidence for any fa6t in Pagan 
hiftoiy, an author would be thought very 
unreafonable who fhould reje£t it. I be- 
lieve you will be of my opinion, if you 
will perufe, with other authors, who have 
appeared in vindication of thefe letters as 
genuine, the additional arguments which 
have been made ufe of by the late famous 
and learned Dr. Grabe, in the fecond vo- 
lume of his Spicile^um. 



SECTION 



Digitized by Google 



lO THE EVIDENCES OP 

SECTION II. 

I. What fafls in the hiftoiy of our Saviour might be 

taken notice of by Pagan authors. 

II. What particular fzBs are taken notice of^ and by 

what Pagan authors. 

III. How Celfus reprefented our Saviour's miracles. 

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by other 
unbelievers, and proved unreafonable. 

V. What fa€b in our Saviour's hiftory not to be ex- 

pe6fced from Pagan writers. 

I. VV E now come to coniider what un- 
doubted authorities are extant among Pa- 
gan writers ; and here we muft premife, 
that fome parts ot" our Saviour's hiftory 
may be reafonably expefted frona Pagans. 
I mean fuch parts as might be known to 
thofe who lived at a diftance from Judaea^ 
as well as to thofe who were the followers 
and eye-witnefles of Chrift. 

II. Such particulars are moft of thefe 
which follow, and which are all attefted 
by fome one or other of thofe Heathen 
authors, who lived in or near the age of 
our Saviour and his Difciples. ' That 
* Auguftus Caefar had ordered the whole 
^ Empire to be cenfed or taxed,' which 

brought 
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brought our Saviour's reputed parents to 
Bethlehem : this is mentioned by feveral 
Roman hiftorians^ as Tacitus^ Suetonius^ 
and Dion. ^ That a great lights or a new 
^ fiar^ appeared in the eaft, which dire£ted 
^ the wife men to our Saviour :' this is re- 
corded by Chalcidius. ^ That Herod^ the 
^King of Paleftine^ fo often mentioned 
'in the Roman hiftory, made a great 
' daughter of innocent children,' being fo 
jealous of his fucceflbr, that he put to 
death his own fons on that account : this 
ch^rafter of him is given by feveral hifto- 
rians; and this cruel fad mentioned by 
Macrobius, a Heathen author, who tells 
it as a known thing, without any mark 
or doubt upon it. * That our Saviour had 
' been in Egypt :' this Celfus, though 
he raifes a monftrous ftory, upon it, is fo 
fer from denying, that he tells us our Sa- 
viour learned the arts of magic in that 
country. ' That Pontius Pilate was Go- 
' vemor of Judaea ; that our Saviour was 
'brought in judgment before him, and 
' by him condemned and crucified :' this 
is recorded by Tacitus. * That many mi- 

'raculous 
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^raculbus cures, and works out of the 
' ordinary courfe of nature, were wrought 

* by him :' this is confefled by Julian the 
Apoftate, Porphyry, and Hierocles, all of 
them not only Pagans, but profefled ene- 
mies and perfecutors of Chriftianity . * That 

* our Saviour foretold feveral things, which 
^ came to pafs according to hm predic- 
' tions :* this was attefted by Phlegon, 
in his annals, as we are aflured by the 
learned Origen againft Celfus, ' That at 
^ the time when our Saviour died, there 
^ was a miraculous darknefs, and a great 
^ earthquake :* this is recorded by the 
fame Phlegon, the Trallian, who was like- 
wife a Pagan, and freeman to Adrian the 
Emperor. We may here obferve, that a 
native of Trallium, which was not fituate 
at fo great a diftance from Paleftine, might 
very probably be informed of fuch re- 
markable events as had pafled among the 
Jews in the age immediately preceding 
his own times, fince feveral of his coun- 
trymen, with whom he had converfed, 
might have received a confufed report of 
our Saviour before his crucifixion, and 

probably 
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probably lived within the (bake of the 
earthquake^ and the fhadow of the echpfe^ 
which are recorded by this author. * That 
' Chrift was worfhipped as a God among 
^ the Chriftians ; that they would rather 
' fuffer death than blafpheme him ; that 
^ they received a facrament, and by it en- 

* tered into a vow of abftaining from fin 
^ and wickednefs / conforming to the ad- 
vice given by St. Paul ; * that they had 
^ private aflemblies of worfhip^ and ufed 

* to join together in hymns :' this is the 
account which Pliny the younger gives of 
Chriftianity in his days, about feventy 
years after the death of Chrift, and which 
agrees in all its circumftances with the 
accounts we have in holy writ, of the firft 
ftate of Chriftianity after the crucifixion 
of our bleffed Saviour. ' That St. Peter, 
^ whofe miracles are many of them re- 

* corded in holy writ, did many wonder- 
^ fill works,' is owned by Julian the 
Apoftate, who tlierefore reprefents him as 
a great magician, and one who had in his 
poffeflSon a book of magical fecrets, left 
him by our Saviour. ' That the devils or 

^evil 
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* evil fpirits were fubje6k to them,' we 
may learn from Porphyry, who obje&s to 
Chriftianity, that, fince Jefus had begun 
to be worihipped) ^fculapins and the reft 
of the gods did no more conyerfe with 
men. Nay, Celfus himfelf affirms the 
fame thing in effed:, when he fays, that 
the power which feemed to refide in 
Chriftians proceeded from the ufe of cer- 
tain names, and the invocation of certain 
daemons. Origen remarks on this paflage, 
that the author doubtlefs hints at thofe 
Chriftians, who put to flight evil fpirits, 
and healed thofe who were poflelTed with 
them ; a (aSt which had been often feen> 
and which he himfelf had feen, as he 
declares in another part of his difcourfe 
againft Celfus ; but at the fame time he 
aflures us, that this miraculous power was 
exerted by the ufe of no other name but 
that of Jefus, to which were added feveral 
paffages in his hiftory, but nothing like 
any invocation to daemons. 

III. Celfus was fo hard fet with the re- 
port of our Saviour's miracles, and the con- 
fident atteflations concerning him, that 

though 
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though be often intimates he did not be- 
Keve them to be true, yet, knowing he 
might be filenced in fuch an anfwer, pro- 
vides himfelf with another retreat, when 
beaten out of this ; namely, that our Sa- 
viour was a magician. Thus he compares 
the feeding of fo many thoufands at two 
difierent times with a few loaves and 
fiflies, to the magical feafis of thofe Egyp- 
tian impoftors, who would prefent their 
^eAators with vifionary entertainments> 
that had in them neither fubftance nor 
reality : which, by the way, is to fuppofe, 
that a hungry and fainting multitude were 
filled by an apparition, or ftrengthened 
and refrefhed with ihadows. He knew 
very well that there were fo many wit- 
nefles and ad:ors, if I may call them fuch, 
in thefe two miracles, that it was impof- 
fible to refute fuch multitudes, who had 
doubtlefs fufficiently fpread the fame of 
them, and was therefore in this place 
forced to refort to the other folution, that 
it was done by magic. It was not enough 
to lay, that a miracle, which appeared to 
fo many thouiand eye-witness, was a 

forgery 
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forgery of Chrift's difciples^ and therefore, 
fuppofing them to be eye-witneffes, he 
endeavours to (hew how they might be 
deceived. 

IV. The unconverted Heathens, who 
were preffed by the many authorities that 
confirmed our Saviour's miracles, as well 
as the unbelieving Jews, who had a£tually 
feen them, were driven to account for 
them after the fame manner : for, to 
work by magic, in the Heathen way of 
fpeaking, was in the language of the Jews . 
to caft out devils by Beelzebub, the prince 
of the devils. Our Saviour, who knew 
that unbelievers in all ages would put 
this perverfe interpretation on his mira- 
cles, has branded the malignity of thofe 
men, who, contrary to the di£lates of their 
own hearts, ftarted fuch an unreafonable 
objection, as a blafphemy againfl: the Holy 
Ghoft, and. declared not only the guilt, 
but the punifhment of fo black a crime. 
At the fame time he condefcended to 
fhew the vanity and emptinefs of this ob- 
jeftion againfl; his miracles, by reprefent- 
ing that they evidently tended to the de- 

flrufiion 
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ftfuftion of thofe powers, to whofe affift* 
ance the enemies of his doftrine then 
afcribed them. An argument, which, if 
duly weighed, renders the objeftion fo 
very frivolous and groundlefs, that we 
may venture to call it even blafphemy 
againft common fenfe. Would magic en- 
deavour to draw off the minds of men 
from the worfliip which was paid to flocks 
and flones, to give them an abhorrence 
of thofe evil fpirits, who rejoiced in the 
moft cruel facrifices, and in offerings of 
the greateft impurity; and, in fliort, to 
call upon mankind to exert their whole 
ftrength in the love and adoration of that 
one Being, from whom they derived their 
exiftence, and on whom only they were 
taught to depend every, moment for the 
happinefs and continuance of it ? Was it 
the bufinefs of magic to humanize our 
natures with compaffion, forgivenefs, and 
all the inflances of the moft extenfive cha- 
rity ? Would evil fpirits contribute to 
make men fober, chafte, and temperate, 
and, in a word, to produce that reform- 
ation, which was wrought in the moral 
c world 
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world by thofe do£trines of our Saviour, 
that received their fan£iion from his mi- 
racles ? Nor is it poffible to imagine, 
that evil fpirits would enter into a com- 
bination with our Saviour to cut off all 
their correfpondence and intercourfe with 
mankind, and to prevent any for the fu- 
ture from addicting themfelves to thofe 
rites and ceremonies, which had done 
them fo much honour. We fee the early 
efFeft which Chriftianity had on the minds 
of men in this particular, by that number 
of books, which were filled with the fe- 
crets of magic, and made a facrifice to 
Chriftianity, by the converts mentioned 
in the Afts of the Apoftles. We have 
likewife an eminent inftance of the in- 
confiftency of our Religion with magic, 
in the hiftory of the famous Aquila. This 
perfon, who was a kinfman of the Empe- 
ror Trajan, and likewife a man of great 
learning, notwithftanding he had embraced 
Chriftianity, could not be brought off 
from the ftudies of magic, by the repeated 
admonitions of his Fellow-Chriftians ; fo 
that at length they expelled him their fo- 
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clety, as rather chooiing to lofe the repu- 
tation of fo confiderable a proielyte, than 
communicate with one who dealt in fuch 
dark and infernal pradtices. Befides^ we 
may obferve, that all the favourers of 
magic were the moft profefled and bitter 
enemies to the Chriftian Religion. Not to 
mention Simon Magus, and many others^ 
I {hall only take notice of thofe two great 
perfecutors of Chriftianity, the Emperors 
Adrian and Julian the Apoftate, both of 
them initiated in the myfteries of divina- 
tion, and (killed in all the depths of ma- 
gic. I fhall only add, that evil fpirits can- 
not be fuppofed to have concurred in the 
eftablifhment of a Religion, which tri- 
umphed over them, drove tliem out of 
the places they poflefled, and diveded them 
of their influence on mankind ; nor would 
I mention this particular, though it be 
unanimoufly reported by all the ancient 
Chriftian authors, did it not appear, from 
the authorities above cited, that this was 
a fsA confefled by Heathens themfelves. 

V. We now fee what a multitude of 

Pagan teftimonies may be produced for 

c % all 
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-all thofe remarkable paflages^ which might 
have been expefted from them, and, in- 
deed, of feveral that I believe do more 
than anfwer your expectation, as they 
were not fubje£ts in their own nature fo 
expofed to public notoriety. It cannot 
be expeSed they fhould mention particu- 
lars which were tranfa£):ed among the 
Difciples only, or among fome few even 
of the Difciples thenifelves ; fuch as the 
transfiguration, the agony in the garden, 
the appearance of Chrift after his refur- 
re£tion, and others of the like nature. It 
was impoflible for a Heathen author to 
relate thefe things; becaufe, if he had 
believed them, he would no longer have 
been a Heathen, and by that means his 
teftimony would not have been thought 
of fo much validity, fiefides, his very re- 
port of fafts fo favourable to Chriftianity 
would have prompted men to fay that he 
was probably tinted with their dodtrine. 
We have a parallel cafe in Hecatseus, a 
famous Greek hiftorian, who had feveral 
paflages in his book conformable to the 
hiftory of the Jewifh writers, which, when 

quoted 
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quoted by Jofephus, as a confirmation of 
the Jewifti hifloiy, when his Heathen ad- 
verlaries could ^ve no other anfwer to it, 
they would need fuppofe that Hecataeus 
was a Jew in his heart, though they had 
no other reafon for it, but becaufe his hif- 
tory gave greater authority to the Jewift 
than the Egyptian records, 
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SECTION III. 

I. Introdtt6lion to a fecond lift of Pagan authors^ who 

give teftimony of our Saviour. 

II. A paiTage concerning our Saviour, from a learned 

Athenian. 

III. His converiion from Paganifm to Chrillianity 
makes his evidence ftronger than if he had con- 
tinued a Pagan. 

IV. Of another Athenian Philofopher converted to 
Chriftianity. 

V. Why their converiion, inftead of weakening, 
flrengthens their evidence in defence of Chrifti- 
anity. 

VI. Their belief in our Saviour*s hlftory founded at 
firft upon the principles of hiftorical faith. 

VII. Their teftimoniies extended to all the particulars 
of our Saviour's hlftory ; 

VIII. As related by the four Evangelifts. 

I. X O this lift of Heathen writers, who 
make mention of our Saviour, or touch 
upon any particulars of his life, I fhall 
add thole authors who were at firft Hea- 
thens, and afterwards converted to Chrif- 
tianity; upon which account, as I {hall 
here (hew, their teftimonies are to be 
looked upon as the more authentic. And 
in this lift of evidences, I ftiall confine my- 

felf 
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felf to fuch learned Pagans as came over 
to Chriftianity in the three firft centuries, 
becaufe thofe were the times in which 
men had the beft means of informing 
themfelves of the truth of our Saviour's 
hiftory, and becaufe among the great 
number of philofophers who came in af- 
terwards under the reigns of Chriftian 
Emperors, there might be feveral who 
did if partly out of worldly motives. 

II. Let us now fuppofe, that a learned 
Heathen writer, who lived within fixty 
years of our Saviour's crucifixion, after 
having (hewn that falfe miracles were ge- 
nerally wrought in obfcurity, and before 
few or no witneffes, fpeaking of thofe 
which were wrought by our Saviour, has 
the following paflage : * But his works 
^ were always feen, becaufe they were 
^ true; they were feen by thofe who were 
^ healed, and by thofe who were raifed 
^ from the dead. Nay, thefe perfons who 
^ were thus healed, and raifed, were feen 
' not only at the time of their being 
^ healed, and raifed, but long afterwards. 
* Nay, they were not feen only all the 
c 4 ^ whil« 
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^ while our Saviour was upon earth, but 
^ furvived after his departure out of this 
^ world ; nay, fome of them were living 
^ in our days.* 

III. I dare fay you woiJd look upon 
this as a glorious attefiation for the caufe 
of Chriftianity, had it come from the hand 
of a famous Athenian philofopher. Thefe 
forementioned words, however, are a6lu- 
ally the words of one who lived about 
fixty years after our Saviour's crucifixion, 
and was a famous philofopher in Athens : 
but it will be faid, he was a convert to 
Chriftianity. Now confider this matter 
impartially, and fee if his teftimony is not 
much more valid for that reafon. Had he 
continued a Pagan philofopher, would not 
the world have faid, that he was not fin- 
cere in what he writ, or did not believe 
it ? for if fo, would not they have told us 
he would have embraced Chriftianity? 
This was, indeed, the cafe of this excel- 
lent man : he had fo thoroughly exa- 
mined the truth of our Saviour's hiftory, 
and the excellerfcy of that religion which 
he taught, and was fo entirely convinced 

of 
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of both, that he became a profelyte^ and 
died a martyr. 

IV. Ariftides was an Athenian philofo- 
pher, at the fame time famed for his 
learning and wifdom, but converted to 
Chriftianity. As it cannot be queftioned 
that he perufed and approved the apology 
of Quadratus, in which is the paiTage juft 
now cited, he joined with him in an apo- 
logy of his own to the fame Emperor, on 
the fame fubjeft. This apology, though 
now loft, was extant in the time of Ado 
Vinnenfis, A. D. 870, and highly ef- 
teemed by the moft learned Athenians, as 
that author witneffes. It muft have con- 
tained great arguments for the truth of 
our Saviour's hiftory, becaufe in it he af- 
ferted the divinity of our Saviour, which 
could not but engage him in the proof of 
his miracles. 

V. I do allow that, generally fpeaking, 
a man is not fo acceptable and unquef- 
tioned an evidence in fafts which make for 

. the advancement of his own party. But 
we muft confider, that, in the cafe before 
lis, the perfons to whom we appeal were of 

an 
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an oppofite party, till they were perfuad- 
ed of the truth of thofe very fa6ts which 
they report. They bear evidence to a hif- 
tory in defence of Chriftianity, the truth 
of which hiftory was their motive to em- 
brace Chriftianity, They atteft fa6ts which 
they had heard while they were yet Hea- 
thens ; and had they not found reafon to 
believe them, they would ftill have con- 
tinued Heathens, and have made no men- 
tion of them in their writings. 

VI. When a man is bom under Chrif- 
tian parents, and trained up in the profef- 
fion of that religion from a child, he ge- 
nerally guides himfelf by the rules of 
Chriftian faith, in believing what is deli- 
vered by the Evangelilts : but the learned 
Pagans of antiquity, before they became 
Chriftians, were only guided by the com- 
mon rules of hiftorical faith ; that is, they 
examined the nature of the evidence 
which was to be met with in common 
fame, tradition, and the writings of thoie 
peribns who related them, together with 
the number, concurrence, veracity, and 
private charadkers of thofe perfons; and 

being 
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being convinced upon all accounts that 
they had the fame reafon to believe the 
hiftory of our Saviour, as that of any 
other perfon, to which they themfelves 
were not actually eye-witneffes, they were 
bound, by all the rules of hiftorical faith 
and of right reafon, to give credit to this 
hiftory. This they did accordingly, and 
in confequence of it publifted the fame 
truths themfelves, fuffered many afflic- 
tions, and very often death itielf, in the 
allertion of them. When I lay, that an hif- 
torical belief of the afts of our Saviour in- 
duced thefe learned Pagans to embrace 
his do6lrine, I do not deny that there 
were many other motives, which con- 
duced to it ; as the excellency of his pre- 
cepts, the fulfilling of prophecies, the mi- 
racles of his Dilciples, the irreproachable 
lives and magnanimous liifierings of their 
followers, with other confiderations of the 
feme nature : but whatever other collate- 
ral arguments wrought more or lels with 
philofophers of that age, it is certain that 
a belief in the hiftory of our Saviour was 
one motive with every new convert, and 

that 



Digitized by Google 



a8 THE EVIDENCES OF 

that upon which all others turned, as be- 
ing the very bafis and foundation of Chrif- 
tianity. 

VII. To this I muft further add, that as 
we have already feen many particular fa^ls, 
which are recorded in Holy Writ, attefted 
by particular Pagan authors; the tefti- 
mony of thofe I am now going to pro- 
duce, extends to the whole hiftory of our 
Saviour, and to that continued feries of 
a£tions, which are related of him and his 
Difciples in the books of the New Tefta- 
ment. 

VIII. This evidently appears from their 
quotations out of the Evangelifts, for the 
confirmation of any doftrine or account of 
our bleffed Saviour. Nay, a learned man 
of our nation, who examined the writings 
of our mod ancient Fathers in another 
view, refers to feveral paffages in Ire- 
naeus, TertuUian, Clemens of Alexandria, 
Origen, and Cyprian, by which he plainly 
(hews, that each of thefe early writers af- 
cribed to the four Evangelifls by name 
their refpeftive hiftories ; fo that there is 
pot the leaft room fpr doubting of their 

belief 
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belief in the hiftory of our Saviour, as re- 
' corded in the Gofpels. I (hall only add, 
that three of the five Fathers here men- 
tioned, and probably four, were Pagans 
converted to Chriftianity, as they were all 
of them very inquifitive and deep in the 
knowledge of Heathen learning and phi- 
lofophy. 
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SECTION IV. 

I. Chara6^er of the times in which the Chriftian Reli- 

gion was propagated ; 

II. And of many who embraced it. 

III. Three eminent and early inftances. 

IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over to it. 

V. Belief in our Saviour's hiftbry, the firft motive to 

their converfion. 

VI. The names of fevcral Pagan philofophers^ who 
were Chriftian converts. 

I. IT happened very providentially to 
the honour of the Chriftian Religion, that 
it did not take its rife in the dark and il- 
literate ages of- the world, but at a time 
when arts and fciences were at their 
height, and when there were men who 
made it the bufinefs of their lives to fearch 
after truth, and lift the feveral opinions of 
philofophers and wife men, concerning 
the duty, the end, and chief happinefs of 
reafonable creatures. 

II. Several of thefe, therefore, when 
they had informed themfelves of our Sa- 
viour's hiftory, and examined with unpre- 
judiced minds the dodirines and manners 
of his difciples and followers^ were fo 

ifaruck 
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fruck and convinced, that they profefled 
themfelves of that kA ; notwithftanding, 
by this profeffion in that junAure of time, 
they bid farewell to all the pleafures of 
this life, renounced all the views of ambi- 
tion, engaged in an uninterrupted courfe 
of feverities, and expofed themfelves to 
public hatred and contempt, to fufferings 
of all kinds, and to death itfelf. 

III. Of this fort we may reckon thofe 
three early converts to Chriftianity, who 
each of them was a member of a fenate 
famous for its wifdom and learning. Jo- 
feph the Arimathean was of the Jewifli 
Sanhedrim; Dionyfius, of the Athenian 
Areopagus ; and Flavins Clemens, of the 
Roman Senate ; nay, at the time of his 
death, conful of Rome. Thefe three were 
fo thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, that the firft of them, 
according to all the reports of antiquity, 
died a martyr for it : as did the fecond, 
unlefs we difbelieve Ariflides, his fellow- 
citizen and contemporary ; and the third, 
as we are informed both by Roman and 
Chriftian authors. 

IV. 
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IV. Among thofe innumerable multi- 
tudes, who in moft of the known nations 
of the world came over to Chriftianity at 
its firft appearance, we may be fure there 
were great numbers of wife and learned 
men, befides thofe whofe names are in 
the Chriftian records, who without doubt 
took care to examine the truth of our Sa- 
viour's hiftory, before they would leave 
the religion of their country and of their 
forefathers, for the fake of one that would 
not only cut them off from the allure- 
ments of this world, but fubjefl: them to 
every thing terrible or difagreeable in it. 
Tertullian tells the Roman governors, that 
their corporations, councils, armies, tribes^ 
companies, the palace, fenate, and courts 
of judicature, were filled with Chriftians; 
as Arnobius afferts, that men of the fineft 
parts and learning, orators, grammarians, 
rhetoricians, lawyers, phyficians, philofo- 
phers, defpifing the fentiments they had 
been once fond of, took up their reft in 
the Chriftian Religion. 

V. Who can imagine that men of this 
charafter did not thoroughly inform them- 

felve« 
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fdfes of the hiftory of that Perfon, whofe 
doftrines they embraced? for, however 
confonant to reafon his precepts appeared^ 
how good foever were the effefts which 
they produced in the worlds nothing could 
have tempted men to acknowledge him 
as their God and Saviour^ but their be- 
ing firmly perfuaded of the miracles he 
wrought^ and the many atteftations of his 
divine miffion, which were to be met 
with in the hiftory of his life. This was 
the groundwork of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion ; and^ if this failed^ the whole di- 
perftrufture funk with it. This point, 
therefore, of the truth of our Saviour^s 
hiftory, as recorded by the Evangelifts, is 
every where taken for granted in the writ- 
ings of thofe, who from Pagan philofo- 
phers became Chriftian authors, and who, 
by reafon of their converfion, are to be 
looked upon as of the ftrongeft coUateral 
teftimony for the truth of what is deli- 
vered concerning our Saviour. 

VI. B^des innumerable authors that 

are loft, we have the undoubted names, 

works, or fragments of feveral Pagan phi- 

D lofophers, 
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lofophers, which ftiew them to have befcn 
as learned as any unconverted Heathen 
authors of the age in which they lived. 
If we look into the greateft nurferies of 
learning in thofe ages of the world, we 
find in Athens, Dionyfius, Quadratos, Ari- 
ftides, Athenagoras; and in Alexandria, 
Dionyfius, Clemens, Ammonius, and Ana- 
tolius, to whom we may add Origen : 
for though his father was a Chriftian mar- 
tyr, he became, without all controverfy, 
the mod learned and able philofopher of 
his age, by his education at Alexandria, 
in that famous feminary of arts and fci- 
ences. 
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SECTION V. 

I. The learned Pagans had means and opportunities of 

informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour's 
hiflory ; 

II. From the proceedings, 

III. The chara6lers, fufierings, 

IV. And miracles of the perfons who publifhed it. 

V. How thefe firft Apoftles perpetuated their tradition, 

by ordaining perfons to fucceed them. 

VI. How their fucceffors in the three firft centuries pre- 
ferved their tradition. 

VII. That five generations might derive this tradition 
from Chrift, to the end of the third century. 

VIII. Four eminent Chriftians that delivered it down 
fucceffively to the year of our Lord 254. 

IX. The faith of the four above-mentioned perfons the 
fame with that of the churches of the Eaft, of the 
Weft, and of Egypt. 

X. Another perfon added to them, who brings us to the 
year 343, and that many other lifts might be added 
in as diteSt and Ihort a fucceffion. 

XI. Why the tradition of the three firft centuries more 
authentic than that of any other age» proved from 
the converfation of the primitive Chriftians ; 

XII. From the manner of initiating men into their re- 
ligion ; 

XIII. From the correfpondence between the churches ; 

XIV. From the long lives of fevcral of Chrift's Difci- 
pics, of which two inftances. 

I. IT now therefore only remains to 

confider whether thefe learned men had 

^ D 1% means 
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means and opportunities of informing' 
themfelves of the truth of our Saviour's 
hiftory; for unlefs this point can be made 
out^ their teftimonies will appear invalid, 
and their inquiries ineffediual. 

II. As to this point, we muft confider, 
that many thoufands had feen the tranfac- 
tions of our Saviour in Judsea^ and that 
many hundred thoufands had received an 
account of them from the mouths of thofe 
who were aftually eye-witneffes. I fhall 
only mention among thefe eye-witneffes 
the twelve ApoAles^ to whom we muft 
add St. Paul, who had a particular call to 
this high office, though many other Difci- 
pies and followers of Chrift had alfo their 
(hare in the publifhing this wonderful hif- 
tory. We learn from the ancient records 
of Chriftianity, that many of the Apoftles 
and Difciples made it the exprefs bufinefs 
of their lives, travelled into the remotefl 
parts of the world, and in all places ga- 
thered multitudes about them, to acquaint 
them with the hiftory and doftrines of 
their crucified Mafter. And indeed, were 
all Chriftian records of thefe proceedings 

entirely 



ized by Google 



THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 37 

entirely loft^ as many have been^ the eiFe^l 
plainly evinces the truth of them; for 
how elfe during the Apoftlcs' lives could 
Chriftianity have fpread itfelf with fuch an 
amazing progrefs through the feveral na- 
tions of the Roman £mpire ? How could 
it fly like lightning, and carry eonvidion 
with it, from one end of the earth to the 
otlier ? 

Ill, Heathens therefore of every age, 
fex, and quality, bom in the moft different 
climates, and bred up under the moft dif- 
ferent inftitutions, when they faw men of 
plain fenfe, without the help of learning, 
^rmed with patience and courage, inftead 
of wealthy pomp, or power, expreffing in 
their lives thofe excellent doctrines of mo- 
rality, which they taught as delivered to 
them from our Saviour, averring that they 
had feen his miracles during his life, and 
converfed with him after his death; when, 
I fay, they faw no fufpicion of falfehood, 
treachery, or worldly intereft, in their be- 
haviour and converfation, and that they 
fubmitted to the moft ignominious and 
cruel deaths, rather than retra£t their tef- 
D 3 timony. 
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timony, or even be filent in matters which 
they were to publifli by their Saviour's 
efpecial command^ there was no reafon to 
doubt of the veracity of thofe fafts which 
they related, or of the divine niiflion in 
which they were employed. 

IV. But even thefe motives to faith in 
our Saviour would not have been fufficient 
to have brought about in fo few years fuch 
an incredible number of converfions, had 
not the Apoftles been able to exhibit ftill 
greater proofs of the truths which they 
taught. A few perfons of an odious and 
defpifed country could not have filled the 
world with believers, had they not (hewn 
undoubted credentials from the Divine 
Perfon, who fent them on fuch a meflage. 
Accordingly we are aflured, that they 
were inverted with the power of working 
miracles, which was the moft fliort and 
the moft convincing argument that could 
be produced, and the only one that was 
adapted to the realbn of all mankind, to 
the capacities of the wife and ignorant, 
and could overcome every cavil and every 
prejudice. Who would not believe that 

our 



Digitized by Google 



THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 39 

our Saviour healed the fick, and raifed the 
dead^ when it was publifhed by thofe 
who themfelves often did the fame mira- 
cles, in their prefence, and in his name ? 
Could any reafonable perfon imagine^ that 
God Almighty would arm men with fuch 
powers to authorize a lie, and eftablifli a 
religion in the world which was difpleaf- 
ing to him, or that evil fpirits would lend 
them fuch an effe&ual affiftance to beat 
down vice and idolatry ? 

V. When the Apoftles had formed 
many affemblies in feveral parts of the 
Pagan world, who gave credit to the glad 
tidings of the Gofpel, that, upon their de- 
parture, the memory of what they had re- 
lated might not perifli, they appointed out 
of thefe new converts, men of the beft 
fenfe, and of the 'moft unblemifhed lives, 
to prefide over thefe feveral affemblies, 
and to inculcate without ceafing what 
they had heard from the mouths of thefe 
eye-witneffes. 

VI. Upon the death of any of thofe 
fubftitutes to the Apoftles and Difciples 
of Chrift, his place was filled up with 

P 4 fome 
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fome other perfon of eminence for his 
piety and learnings and generally a mem- 
ber of the fame churchy who, after his de- 
ceafe, wa^ followed by another in the lame 
manner^ by which means the fucceffion 
was continued in an uninterrupted line. 
Irenaeus informs us, that every church 
preferved a catalogue of its bifhops in the 
order that they fucceeded one another; 
and, for an example^ produces the cata- 
logue of thofe who governed the church 
of Rome in that charafter, which contains 
eight or nine perfons, though but a very 
fmall remove from the times of the Apo- 
ftles. 

Indeed the lifts of bifhops, which are 
come down to us in other churches, are 
generally filled with greater numbers than 
one would exped:. But the fucceffion was 
quick in the three firft centuries, becaufe 
the bifhop very often ended in the martyr : 
for when a perfecution arofe in any place, 
the firft fiiry of it fell upon this order of 
holy men, who abundantly teftified, by 
their deaths and fufferings, that they did 
not undertake thefe offices out of toy tem- 
poral 
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poral views, that they were finccre and fa- 
tisfied in the belief of what they taught^ 
and that they firaily adhered to what they 
had received from the Apoftles, as laying 
down their lives in the fame hope, and 
upon the fame principles. vNone can be 
fuppofed fo utterly regardlefs of their own 
happinefs as to expire in torment, and ha- 
zard their eternity, to fupport any fables 
and inventions of their own, or any for- 
geries of their predeceflbrs who had pre- 
fided in the fame church, and which 
might have been eafily dete£ked by the 
tradition of that particular church, as well 
as by the concurring teftimony of others. 
To this purpofe, I think it is very remark- 
able, that there was not a fingle martyr 
among thofe many heretics, who difa- 
greed with the apoftolical church, and in- 
troduced feveral wild and abfurd notions 
into the doftrines of Chriftianity. They 
durft not flake their prefent and future 
happinefs on their own chimerical opera- 
lions, and did not only fhun perfecution^ 
but aiHrmed, that it was unneceflary for 

their 
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their followers to bear their religion 
through fuch fiery trials. 

VII. We may fairly reckon, that this 
firft ftate of Apoftles and Difciples, with 
that fecond generation of many, who 
were their immediate converts, extended 
itfelf to the middle of the fecond century, 
and that feveral of the third generation 
from thefe laft mentioned, which was but 
the fifth from Chrift, continued to the end 
of the third century. Did we know the 
ages and numbers of the members in every 
particular church, which was planted by 
the Apoftles, I doubt not but in moft of 
them there might be found five perfons, 
who in a continued feries would reach 
through thefe three penturies of years, that 
is, till the 265th from the death of our Sa- 
viour. 

VIII. Among the accounts of thofe 
very few out of innumerable multitudes, 
who had embraced Chriftianity, I (hall 
fingle out four perfons eminent for their 
lives, their writings, and their fufFerings, 
that were, fucceffivQly, contemporaries, 

and 
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and bring us down as far as to the year 
of our Lord 254. St. John, who was the 
beloved Difciple, and converfed the moft 
intimately with our Saviour, lived till 
Anno Dom. 100. Polycarp, who was the 
Difciple of St. John, and had converfed 
with others of the ApofUes and Difciples 
of our Lord, lived till Anno Dom. 167, 
though his life was fhortened by martyr- 
dom. Irenaeus, who was the Difciple of 
Polycarp, and had converfed with many 
of the immediate Difciples of the Apoftles, 
lived, at the loweft computation of his 
age, till the year Ji02, when he was like- 
wife cut off by martyrdom; in which year 
the great Origen was appointed regent of 
the catechetic fchool in Alexandria ; and 
as he was the miracle of that age, for in- 
duftry, learning, and philofophy, he was 
looked upon as the champion of Chrifti- 
anity, till the year 254, when, if he did 
not fuffer mart3rrdom, as fome think he 
did, he was 'certainly aftuated by the fpirit 
of it, as appears in the whole courfe of his 
life and writings ; nay, he had often been 
put to the torture, and had undergone 

trials 
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trials worfe than death. As he converfed 
with the moft eminent Chriitians of his 
time in Egypt and in the Eaft, brought 
over multitudes both from herefy and 
heathenifm, and left behind him feveral 
difciples of great fame and learning, there 
is no queftion but there were confiderable 
numbers of thofe who knew him, and had 
been his hearers, fcholars, or profelytes, 
that lived till the end of the third cen- 
tury, and to the reign of Conftantine the 
Great. 

IX. It is evident to thofe who read the 
lives and writings of Polycarp, Irenaeus, 
and Origen, that thefe three Fathers be- 
lieved the accounts which are given of 
our Saviour in the four Evangelifts, and 
had undoubted arguments that not only 
St. John, but many others of our Sa- 
viour's Difciples, publiihed the fame ac- 
count of him. To which we muft fubjoin 
this further remark, that what was be- 
lieved by thefe Fathers on this fubjeft, 
was likewife the belief of the main body 
of Chriftians in thofe fucccfEve ages when 
they flourifhed 3 fince Polycarp cannot but 

be 
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te looked upon^ if we confider the refpeSt 
that was paid him^ as the reprefentative 
of the eaftern churches in this particular^ 
Irenaeus of the weftem upon the fame ac- 
count, and Origen of thofe eftabliihed in 
Egypt. 

X. To thefe I might add Paul the fa- 
mous hermit, who retired from the De- 
cian perfecution five or fix years before 
Origen's death, and lived till the year 
343. I have only difcovered one of thofe 
channels, by which the hiftory of our Sa- 
viour might be conveyed, pure and una* 
dulterated, through thefe feveral ages that 
produced thofe Pagan philofophers, whofe 
teftimonies I make ufe of for the truth of 
our Saviour's hiftory* Some or other of 
thefe philofophers came into the Chriftian 
faith during its infancy, in the feveral pe* 
riods of thefe three firft centuries, when 
they had fuch means of informing them- 
felves in all the particulars of our Sa- 
viour's hiftory. I muft further add, that 
though I have here only chofen this fingle 
link of martyrs, I might find out others 
among thofe names which are ftill extant, 

that 
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that delivered down this account of our 
Saviour in a fucceffive tradition, till the 
whole Roman Empire became Chriftian ; 
as there is no queftion but numberlefs 
feries of witnefles might follow one an- 
other in the fame order, and in as fhort a 
chain, and that perhaps in every fingle 
church, had the names and ages of the 
moft eminent primitive Chriftians been 
tranfmitted to us with the like certainty* 
XI. But to give this confidw^tion more 
force, we muft take notice, that the tra- 
dition of the firft ages of Chriftianity had 
feveral circumftances peculiar to it, which 
made it more authentic than any other 
tradition in any other age of the world. 
The Chriftians, who carried their religion 
through fo many general and particular 
perfecutions, were inceflantly comforting 
and fupporting one another with the ex- 
ample and hiftory of our Saviour and his 
Apoftles. It was the fubjeft not only of 
their folemn affemblies, but of their pri- 
vate vifits and converfations, ^ Our vir- 
^ gins,* fays Tatian, who lived in the fecond 
century, ^ difcourfe over their diftaffs on 

^ divine 
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^ divine fubjeAs/ Indeed, when religion 
was woven into the civil government, and 
flourifhed under the proteAion of the 
£mperors, men's thoughts and difcourfes 
were, as they are now, full of fecular 
affairs ; but in the three firft centuries of 
Chriftianity, men, who embraced this 
religion, had given up all their interefts 
in this world, and lived in a perpetual 
preparation for the next, as not knowing 
how foon they might be called to it : fo 
that they had little elfe to talk of but tlie 
life and dodtrines of that Divine Perfon, 
which was their hope, their encourage- 
ment, and their glory. We cannot there- 
fore imagine, that there was a fingle per- 
fon, arrived at any degree of age or con- 
fideration, who had not heard and re- 
peated above a thoufand times in his life, 
all the particulars of our Saviour's birth, 
life, death, refurreflion, and afcenfion. 

XII. Efpecially if we confider, that 
they could not then be received as Chrif* 
tians, till they had undergone feveral ex- 
aminations. Perfons of riper years, who 
flocked daily into the church during the 

three 
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three firft centuries^ were obUged to pafs 
through many repeated inftruftions^ and 
give a ftrift account of their proficiency, 
before they were admitted to baptifm. 
And as for thofe who were bom of Chrif- 
tian parents^ and had been baptized in 
their infancy, they were with the like 
care prepared and difciplined for confirm- 
ation, which they could not arrive at till 
they were found, upon examination, to 
have made a fufficient progrefs in the 
knowledge of Chriftianity . 

XIII. We muft further obferve, that 
there was not only in thofe times this re- 
ligious converfation among private Chrif- 
tians, but a conftant correfpondence be- 
tween the churches that were eftabliflied 
by the Apoftles, or their fucceffors, in the 
feveral parts of the world. If any new 
do£trine was ftarted, or any fad: reported 
of our Saviour, a flxifit enquiry was made 
among the churches, ieipecially thofe 
planted by the Apoftles themfelves, whe- 
ther they had received any fuch do£hrine 
or account of our Saviour, from the 
mouths of the Apoftles, or the tradition 

of 
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of thofe Chriftians who had preceded the 
prefent members of the churches, which 
were thus confulted. By this means, when 
any novelty was publiihed, it was imme^ 
diately detefied and cenfured. 

XIV. St. John, who lived fo many 
years after our Saviour, was appealed to 
in thefe emergencies as the living oracle 
of the Church ; and as his oral teftimony 
lafted the firft century, many have ob- 
ferved, that, by a particular providence 
of God, feveral of our Saviour's Difciples, 
and of the early converts of his religion, 
lived to a very great age, that they might 
perfonally convey the truth of the Gofpel 
to thofe times, which were very remote 
from the firft publication of it. Of thefe, 
befides St. John, we have a remarkable 
inftance in Simeon, who was one of the 
Seventy fent forth by our Saviour, to 
publifh the Gofpel before his crucifixion, 
and a near kinfman of the Lord. This 
venerable perfon, who had probably heard 
with his own ears our Saviour's prophecy 
of the deftnuftipn of Jerufalem, prefided 
over the church eftablifhed in that city, 
E during 
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during the time of its memorable fiege, 
and drew his congregation out of thofe 
dreadful and unparalleled calamities which 
befel his countrymen, by following the 
advice our Saviour had given, when they 
(hould fee Jerufalem encompaffed with 
armies, and the Roman ftandards, or abo- 
mination of defolation, fet up. He lived 
till the year of our Lord 107, when he 
was nuutyred under the Emperor Trajan. 
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SECTION VI. 

I. The tradition of the ApofUes fecured by' other ex- 

cellent inftitutions ; 

II. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangelifls. 

III. The diligence of the Difciples and firft Chriftian 

converts, to fend abroad thefe writings. 

IV. That the written account of our Saviour was the 

fame with that delivered by tradition ; 

V. Proved from the reception of the Gofpel by thoTe 

Churches which were eftablifhed before it was 
written ; 

VI. From the uniformity of what was believed in the 
feveral Churches ; 

VII. From a remarkable paflage in Irenaeus. 

VIII. Records which are now loft, of ufe to the three 
firft centuries, for confirming the hiftory of our 
Saviour. 

IX. Inflances of fuch records. 

I. J.HUS far we fee how the learned 
Pagans might apprife themfelves from 
oral information of the peurticulars of our 
Saviours hiftory. They could hear, in 
every church planted in every diftant part 
of the earth, the account which was there 
received and preferved among them, of 
the hiftory of our Saviour. They could 
learn the names and characters of thofe 
firft miffionaries that brought to them 
E 7, thefe 
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thefe accounts^ and the miracles by which 
God Almighty attefted their reports. But 
the Apoftles and Difciples of Chrift, to 
preferve the hiftory of his life, and to fe- 
cure their accounts of him from error and 
oblivion, did not only fet afide certain 
perfons for that purpofe, as has been al- 
ready fhewn, but appropriated certain days 
to the commemoration of thofe fa£):s^ which 
they had related concerning him. The 
firft day of the week was, in all its re- 
turns, a perpetual memorial of his refur- 
reAion, as the devotional exercifes adapted 
to Friday and Saturday were to denote 
to all ages that he was crucified on the 
one of thofe days, and that he refted in 
the grave on the other* You may apply 
the fame remark to feveral of the annual 
feftivals inftituted by the Apoftles them- 
felves, or, at fiirthcft, by their immediate 
fucceflbrs, in memory of the moft im- 
portant particulars in our Saviour's hif- 
tory ; to which we muft add the Sacra- 
ments inftituted by our Lord himfelf, and 
many of thofe rites and ceremonies, which 
obtained in the moft early times of the 

Church, 
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Church. Thefe are to be regarded as 
ftanding marks of fuch fa<9:s as were de- 
livered by thofe, who were eye-witneffes 
to them, and which were contrived with 
great wifdom to laft till time fhould be 
no more. Thefe, without any other means, 
might have, in fome meafure, conveyed 
to pofterity the memory of feveral tranf- 
a6lions in the hiftory of our Saviour, as 
they were related by his Difciples . At leaft, 
the reafon of thefe inftitutions, though 
they might be forgotten, and obfcured 
by a long courfe of years, could not but 
be very well known by thofe who lived 
in the three firft centuries, and a means 
of informing the inquifitive Pagans in the 
truth of our Saviour's hiftory, that being 
the view in which I am to confider them. 
II. But left fuch a tradition, though 
guarded by fo many expedients, fliould 
wear out by the length of time, the four 
Evangelifts, within about fifty, or, as The*- 
odoret afiirms, thirty years after our Sa- 
viour's death, while the memory of his 
actions was frefli among them, configned 
E3 ta 
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to writing that hiftory, which for fomc 
years had been publiflbed only by the 
mouths of Apoftles and Difciples. The 
further confideration of thefe holy pen- 
men will fall under another part of this 
difcourfe. 

III. It will be fufficient to obferve here, 
that in the age which fucceeded the Apo- 
ftles, many of their immediate Difciples 
fent or carried in perfon the books of the 
four Evangelifts, which had been written 
by Apoftles, or at leaft approved by them, 
to moft of the churches which they had 
planted in the different parts of the world. 
This was done with fo much diligence, 
that when Pantaenus, a man of learning 
and piety, had travelled into India for the 
propagation of Chriftianity, about the year 
of our Lord 200, he found among that 
remote people the Gofpel of St. Mat- 
thew, which, upon his return from that 
country, he brought with him to Alexan- 
dria. This Gofpel is generally fuppofed 
to have been left in thofe parts by St. 
Bartholomew, the Apoftle of the Indies, 

who 
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who probably carried it with him before 
the writings of the three other Evangelifis 
were publifhed. 

IV. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as 
recorded by the Evangelifts, was the fame 
with that which had ,been before deli- 
vered by the Apoftles and Difciples, will 
further appear in the profecution of this 
difcourfe, and may be gathered from the 
following confiderations. 

V. Had thefe writings differed from the 

fermons of the firft planters of Chrifti- 

anity, either in hiftory or do6lrine, there 

is no queftion but they would have been 

rejefted by thofe churches, which they 

liad already formed. But fo confiftent and 

uniform was the relation of the Apoftles, 

that thefe hiftories appeared to be nothing 

clfe but their tradition and oral attefta- 

tions made fixed and permanent. Thus 

was the fame of our Saviour, which in fo 

few years had gone through the whole 

earth, confirmed and perpetuated by fuch 

records, as would preferve the traditionary 

account of him to after-ages ; and reftify 

it, if at any time, by pafiing through fe- 

E 4 veral 
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veral generations, it might drop any part 
that was material, or contra6i any thing 
that was falfe or fictitious. 

VI. Accordingly we find the fame Je- 
fus Chrift, who was born of a Virgin, who 
had wrought many miracles in Paleftine, 
who was crucified, rofe ag£un, and af- 
cended into heaven ; I fay, the fame Je- 
iiis Chrift had been preached, and was 
worfhipped, in Germany, France, Spain, 
and Great Britain, in Parthia, Media, Me- 
fopotamia, Armenia, Phrygia, Afia, and 
Pamphylia, in Italy, Egypt, Afric, ^nd be- 
yond Cyrene, India and Perfia, and, in 
fhort, in all the iflands and provinces that 
are vifited by the rifing or fetting fun. 
The fame account of our Saviour's life 
and do6lrine was delivered by thoufands 
of preachers, and believed in thoufands of 
places, who all, as fad as it could be con- 
veyed to them, received the fame accouat 
in writing from the four Evangelifts. 

VII. Irenaeus to this purpofe very aptly 
remarks, that thofe barbarous nations^ 
who in his time werp not poffefled of the 
written Gofpels, and had only learned the 

hiftory 
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hiftory of our Saviour from thoTe who 
had converted them to Chriftianity be- 
fore the Gofpels were written, had among 
them the fame accounts of our Saviour, 
which are to be met with in the four 
Evrangelifis. An unconteftable proof of 
the harmony and concurrence between 
the holy Scripture and the tradition of 
the Churches in thofe early times of Chrif- 
tianity. 

VIII. Thus we fee what opportunities 
the learned and inquifitive Heathens had 
of informing themfelves of the truth of 
our Saviour's hiftory, during the three 
firft centuries, efpecially as they lay nearer 
one than another to the fountain-head: 
befides which, there were many uncontro- 
verted traditions, records of Chriftianity, 
^d particular hiftories, that then threw 
light into thefe matters, but are now en- 
tirely loft, by which, at that time, any 
appearance of contradi6tion, or feeming 
difficulties, in the hiftory of the Evange- 
lifts, were fully cleared up and explained : 
though we meet with fewer appearances 
of this nature in the hiftory of our Sa- 
viour, 
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viour, as related by the four Evangelifts, 
than in the accounts of any other perfon, 
publifhed by fuch a number of different 
hiftorians^ who lived at fo great a diftancc 
from the prefent age. 

IX. Among thofe records which are 
loft, and were of great ufe to the primi- 
tive Chriftians, is the letter to Tiberius, 
which I have already mentioned ; that of 
Marcus Aurelius, whiqh I (hall take no- 
tice of hereafter ; the writings of Hege- 
fippus, who had drawn down the hiftory 
of Chriftianity to his own time, which 
was not beyond the middle of the fecond 
century; the genuine Sibylline oracles, 
which in the firft ages of the Church 
were eafily diftinguiflied from the fpu- 
rious ; the records preferved in particular 
churches, with many others of the fame 
nature. 
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SECTION VIL 

I. The fight of miracles inthofe ages a further confimi'- 

ation of Pagan philofophers in the Chiiflian fiiith. 

II. The credibility of fuch miracles. 

III. A particular inftance. 

IV. Martyrdom, why confidercd as a ftanding miracle. 

V. Primitive Chriftians thought many of the martjrrs 

were fupported by a miraculous power. 

VI. Proved from the nature of their fufferings. 

VII. How martyrs further induced the Pagans to em- 
brace Chriftianity. 

I. X HERE were other means, which I 
find had a great influence on the learned 
of the three firft centuries, to create and 
confirm in them the belief of our blefled 
Saviour's hiftory, which ought not to be 
pafled over in filence. The firft was, the 
opportunity they enjoyed of examining 
thofe miracles, which were on feveral oc- 
cafions performed by Chriftians, and ap- 
peared in the Church, more or lefs, during 
thefe firft ages of Chriftianity. Thefe had 
great weight with the men I am now 
fpeaking of, who, from learned Pagans, 
became Fathers of the church ; for they 
frequently boaft of them in their writ- 
ings. 
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ings, as atteftations given by God him- 
felf to the truth of their religion. , 

II. At the fame time that thefe learned 
men declare how difingenuous, bafe, and 
wicked it would be, how much beneath 
the dignity of philofophy, and contrary to 
the precepts of Chriftianity, to utter falfe- 
hoods or forgeries in the fupport of a 
caufe, though never fo juft in itfelf, they 
.confidently aflert this miraculous power, 
which then fubfifted in the Church, nay, 
tell us, that they themfelves had been 
pye-witnefles of it at feveral times, and in 
feveral inftances; nay, appeal to the Hea- 
thens themfelves for the truth of feveral 
fa6b they relate ; nay, challenge them to 
be prefent at their aflemblies, and f^tisfy 
themfelves, if they doubt of it ; nay, we 
find that Pagan authors have in fome in-r 
fiances confefled this miraculous power. 

III. The letter of Marcus Aurelius, 
whofe army >yas preferyed by a refrefliing 
fhower, at the fame time that his pnemies 
were difcomfited by a ftorm of lightning, 
^nd which the Heathen hiftorians them- 
felves allow to have been fupernatural and 

the 
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the effe£k of magic; I fay, this letter, 
which afcribed this unexpefled affiftance 
to the prayers of the Chrifiians, who then 
ferved in the army, would have been 
thought an unqueftionable teftimony of 
the miraculous power I am fpeaking of, 
had it been ftill preferved. It is fufficient 
for me in this place to take notice, that 
this was one of thofe miracles which had 
its influence on the learned converts, be- 
caufe it is related by TertuUian, and the 
very letter appealed to. When thefe 
learned men faw ficknefs and frenzy 
cured, the dead raifed, the oracles put to 
filence, the daemons and evil fpirits forced 
to confefs themfelves no gods, by perfons 
who only made ufe of prayer and adjura- 
tions in the name of their crucified Sa- 
viour ; how could they doubt of their Sa- 
viour's power on the like occafions, as re- 
prefented to them by the traditions of the 
Church, and the writings of the Evan- 
gelifts ? 

IV. Under this head, I cannot omit 
that which appears to me a Handing mi- 
racle in the three firft centuries; I mean 

that 
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that amazing and fupematural courage or 
patience, which was fhewn by innumera- 
ble m\Jtitudes of martyrs, in thofe flo'w 
and painful torments that were infli6t:ed 
on them. I cannot conceive a man placed 
in the burning iron chair at Lyons, amid 
tlie infults and mockeries of a crowded 
amphitheatre, and (till keeping his feat; 
or ftretched upon a grate of iron, over 
coals of fire, and breathing out his foul 
among the exquifite fufferings of fuch a 
tedious execution, rather than renounce 
his religion, or blafpheme his Saviour. 
Such trials feem to me above the ftrength 
of human nature, and able to overbear 
duty, reafon, faith, convidion, nay, and 
the moft abfolute certainty of a future 
ftate. Humanity, uilaffifted in an extra- 
ordinary manner, muft have fhaken off 
the prefent preffure, and have delivered 
itfelf out of fuch a dreadful diftrefs, by 
any means that could have been fuggeft- 
ed to it. We can eafily imagine, that 
many perfons, in fo good a caufe, might 
have laid down their lives at the gibbet, 
the (lake, or the block : but to expire 

leifurely 
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leifurely among the moft exquifite tor- 
tures, when they might come out of 
them, even by a mental refervation, or an 
hypocrify which was not without a poffi- 
bility of being followed by repentance 
and forgivenefs, has fomething in it, fo far 
beyond the force and natural ftrength of 
mortals, that one cannot but think there 
was fome miraculous power to fupport 
the fuflerer. 

V. We find the church of Smyrna, in 
that admirable letter, which gives an ac- 
count of the death of Polycarp, their be- 
loved bifliop, mentioning the cruel tor- 
ments of other early martyrs for Chrifti- 
anity, are of opinion, that our Saviour 
flood by them in a vifion, and perfon- 
ally converfed with them, to give them 
ftrength and comfort during the bittemefs 
of their long-continued agonies; and we 
have the ftory of a young man, who, 
having fuffered many tortures, efcaped 
with life, and told his fellow-chriftians, 
that the pain of them had been rendered 
tolerable, by the prefence of an angel that 
flood by him, and wiped off the tears and 

fweat. 
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fw6atj which ran down his face whilfl: he 
lay under his fufferings. We are aiTured 
at leaft that the firft martyr for Chriftianity 
was encouraged in his laft moments^ by a 
vifion of that divine Perfon, for whom he 
fufFered, and into whofe prefence he was 
then haftening. 

VI. Let any man calmly lay his hand 
upon his heart, and after reading thefe 
terrible confliAs, in which the ancient 
martyrs and confeffors were engaged, 
when they pafled through fuch new in- 
ventions and varieties of pain, as tired 
their tormentors; and aflc himfelf, how- 
ever zealous and fincere he is in his re- 
ligion, whether, under fuch acute and lin- 
gering tortures, he could ftill have held 
faft his integrity, and have profeffed his 
faith to the laft, without a fupematural 
affiftance of fome kind or other. For my 
part, when I confider that it was not an 
unaccountable obftinacy in a fingle man, 
or in any particular fet of men, in fome 
extraordinary junfture; but that there 
were multitudes of each fex, of every 
age, of different coiuitries and conditions, 

who. 
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who, for near 300 years together, made 
this glorious confeffion of their faith, in 
the midft of tortures, and in the hour of 
death ; I muft conclude, that they were 
either of another make than men are at 
prefent, or that they had fuch miraculous 
fupports as were peculiar to thofe times 
of Chriftianity, when without them per- 
haps the very name of it might have been 
cxtinguifhed. 

VII . It is certain, that the deaths and 
fofferings of the primitive Chriftians had 
a great fliare in the converfion of thofe 
learned Pagans, who lived in the ages of 
perfecution, which, with fome intervals 
and abatements, lafted near 300 years 
after our Saviour. Juftin Martyr, Tertul- 
lian, La£tantius, Amobius, and others, 
tell us, that this firft of all alarmed their 
curiofity,"roufed their attention, and made 
them ferioufly inquifitive into the nature 
of that religion, which could endue the 
mind with fo much ftrengtb, and over- 
come the fear of death, nay, raife an 
earned defire of it, though it appeared in 
all its terrors. This they found had not 
F been 
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been effected by all the dcxShines of thofe^ 
philofophers, whom they had thoroughly 
ftudied, and who had been labouring, at thi& 
great point. The fight of thefe dying and 
tormented martyrs engaged them to fearch 
into the hiftory and do£lrines of him for 
whom they fuffered. The more they 
fearched^ the more they were convinced ;, 
till their conviAion grew fo ftrong, that 
' they themfelves embraced the fame truths^ 
and either actually laid down their lives^ 
or were always in a readinefs to do it, 
rather than depart from them.^ 



SECTION 
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SECTION VIII. 

I. The completion of our Saviour's prophecies con- 

firmed Pagans in their belief of the Gofpel. 

II. Origen's obfervation on that of his Difciples being 

brought before kings and governors, 
ni. On their being perfecuted for their religion ; 

IV. On their preaching the Gofpel to all nations ; 

V. On the deftru£lion of Jerufalem^ and ruin of the Jew- 

ifti ceconomy. 

VI. Thefe arguments ftrengthcned by what has hap- 
pened (ince Origen's time. 

I. J. HE fecond of thofe extraordinary 
means^ of great ufe to the learned and in* 
quifitive Pagans of the three firft centuries^ 
for evincing the truth of the hiftory of our 
Saviour, was the completion of fuch pro- 
phecies as are recorded of him in the 
Evangelifts, They could not indeed form 
any arguments from what he foretold, and 
was fulfilled during his life, becaufe both 
the prophecy and the completion were 
over before they were publifhed by the 
Evangelifts ; though, as Origen obferves, 
what end could there be in forging fome 
of thefe prediftions, as that of St, Peter's 
denying his Matter, and all his Difciples 
F % forlaking 
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forfaking him in the greateft extremity, 
which reflefts fo much fhame on the great 
Apoille, and on all his companions ? No- 
thing but a ftri6t adherence to truth and 
to matters of faft, could have prompted 
the Evangelifts to relate a circumfiance fa 
difadvantageous to their own reputation ; 
as that Father has well obferved. 

II. But to purfue his refleftions on this 
fubjeft. There are predictions of our Sa- 
viour recorded by the Evangelifts, which 
wei'e not completed till after their deaths, 
and had no likelihood of being fo, when 
they were pronounced by our blefled Sa- 
viour, Such was that wonderful notice he 
gave them, that ^ they fhould be brought 
^ before governors and kings for his fake, 
^ for a teftimony againft them and the 
^ Gentiles,' Matt, x. a8. with tlie other 
like prophecies, by which he foretold that 
his Difciples were to be perfecuted. ^ Is 
^ there any other doftrine in the world,* 
fays this Father, ^ whofe followers are 

* punifhed ? Can the enemies of Chrift fay, 

* that he knew his opinions were falfe and 
^ impious, and that therefore he might well 

* con- 
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* conjefture and foretel what would be the 
' treatment of thofe perfons who (hould 
^ embrace them ? Suppofing his doflrines 
^ were really fuch, why (hould this be the 
^ confequence? What likelihood that men 
^ {hould be brought before kings and go- 
^ vemors for opinions and tenets of any 

* kind; when this never happened even to 
^^ the Epicureans, who abfolutely denied 

*•' a Providence; nor to the Peripateticks 
^ themfelves, who laughed at the prayers 
' and facrifices which were made' to the 
^ Divinity ? Are there any but the Chrif- 
' tians, who, according to this prediftion 

* of our Saviour, being brought before 

* kings and governors for his fake, are 
^ preffed to their lateft gafp of breath, 
^ by their refpeftive judges, to renounce 
^ Chriftianity, and to procure their liberty 

* and reft, by offering the fame facrifices, 

* and taking the fame oaths that others 
'did?' 

III. Confider the time when our Sa- 
viour pronounced thofe words. Matt. x. 
32. ^ Whofoever (hall confefs me before 
' men^ him will I alfo confefs before my 
F 3 ^ Father 
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* Father which is in heaven : but whofo- 

* ever fhall deny me before men, him will 
^ I alfo deny before my Father which is in 

* heaven/ Had you heard him fpeak after 
this manner, when as yet his Difciples 
were under no fuch trials, you would cer- 
tainly have faid within yourfelf. If thefe 
fpeeches of Jefus are true, and if, ac- 
cording to his prediftion, governors and 
kings undertake to ruin and deftroy thofe 
who fhall profefs themfelves his Difci- 
ples, we will believe, not only that he is 
a Prophet, but that he has received power 
from God fufficient to preferve and pro- 
pagate his religion 3 and that he would 
never talk in fuch a peremptory and dif- 
couraging manner, were he not affured 
that he was able to fubdue the moft 
powerful oppofition that could be made 
againft the faith and do&rine which he 
taught. 

IV. Who is not ftruck with admira- 
tion, when he reprefents to himfelf our 
Saviour at that time foretelling, that his 
Gofpelj fliould be preached in all the 
world, for a witnefs unto all nations, or, 

as 
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as Origen, (who rather quotes the fenfe 

than the words) to ferve for a conviAion to 

kings and people^ when at the fame time 

he finds that his Gofpel has accordingly 

been preached to Greeks and Barbarians, 

to the learned and to the ignorant, and 

that there is no quality or condition of 

life able to exempt men from fubmitting 

to the doArine of Chrift ? ^ As for us/ 

*fays this great author, in another part of 

his book againft Celfus, * when we fee 

^ every day thcfe events exa6Uy accom- 

^ pliflied which our Saviour foretold at fo 

* great a diftance, that ^^ his Gofpel is 

^^ preached in all the world,*' Matt. xxiv. 

' 14. that *^ his Difciples go and teach all 

*' nations," Matt, xxviii. 19. and that 

" thofe who have received his doftrine 

^^ are brought, for his lake, before go- 

" vernors and before kings," Matt. x. 18. 

* we are filled with admiration, and our 
'faith in him is confirmed more and 

* more. What clearer and ftronger proofs 
' can Celfus a(k for the truth of what he 
' fpoke ?' 

V. Origen infills likewife with great 
F 4 ftrength 
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ftrength on that wonderful prediAion of 
our Saviour concerning the deftruftion of 
Jerufalem, pronounced at a time, as he 
obferves, when there was no likelihood 
nor appearance of it. This has been taken 
notice of and inculcated by fo many 
others, that I (hall refer you to what this 
Father has faid on the fubjeft in the firft 
book againft Celfus; and as to the ac- 
complifliment of this remarkable pro- 
phecy, (hall only obferve, that whoever 
reads the account given us by Jofephus, 
without knowing his charafter, and com- 
pares it with what our Saviour foretold, 
would think the hiftorian had been a 
Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in 
view, but to adjuft the event to the pre- 
di£bion. 

VI. I cannot quit this head without 
taking notice, that Origen would ftill have 
triumphed more in the foregoing argu- 
ments, had he lived an age longer, to 
have feen the Roman emperors, and all 
their governors and provinces, fubmitting 
themfelves to the Chriftian Religion, and 
glorying in its profeffion, as fo many 

kings 
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kings and fovereigns fiill place their rela- 
tion to Chrift at the head of their titles. 

How much greater confirmation of his 
faith would he have received, had he feen 
our Saviour'^ prophecy ftand good in the 
deftruAion of the temple, and the diflblu- 
tion of the Jewifli oeconomy, when Jews 
and Pagans united all their endeavours 
under Julian the apoftate, to baffle and 
falfify the prediction ? The great prepara- 
tions that were made for rebuilding the 
temple, with the hurricane, earthquake, 
and eruptions of fire, that deftroyed the 
work, and terrified thofe employed in the 
attempt from proceeding in it, are related 
by many hiftorians of the fame age, and 
the fubftance of the ftory teftified both by 
Pagan and Jewifli writers, as Ammianus 
Marcellinus, and Zamath David. The 
learned Chryfoftom, in a fermon againft 
the Jews, tells them this faft was then 
frefli in the memories even of their 
young men, that it happened but twenty 
years ago, and that it was attefted by all 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem, where they 
might ilill fee the marks of it in the rub- 

bifli 
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bifh of that work, from which the Jew^s 
defifted in fo great a fright, and which 
even Julian had not the courage to carry- 
on. This faft, which is in itfelf fo mira- 
culous, and fo indifputable, brought over 
many of the Jews to Chriftianity, and 
fliews us, that, after our Saviour's pro- 
phecy againft it, the temple could not be 
preferved from the plough pafling over it, 
by all the care of Titus, who would fain 
have prevented its deftrufikion, and that, 
indead of being re-edified by Julian, all 
his endeavours towards it did but ftill 
more literally accomplifh our Saviour's 
prediction, that ' not one ftone fhould be 
^ left upon another/ 

The ancient Chriftians were fo entirely 
perluaded of the force of our Saviour's pro* 
phecies, and of the punifhment which the 
Jews had drawn upon themfelves and upon 
their children, for the treatment which 
the Meffiah had received at their hands, 
that they did not doubt but they would 
always remain an abandoned and dilperfed 
people, an. hiffing and an aftoniihment 
among the nations, as they are to this 

day. 
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day. In fhort, that ^they had loft their 
peculiarity of being God's people, which 
was now transferred to the body of Chrif- 
tians, and which preferved the church of 
Chrift among all the conflifts, difficulties, 
and perfecutions, in which it was en- 
gaged, as it had preferved the Jewifh go- 
vernment and oeconomy for fo many ages, 
whilft it had the fame tnith and vital prin- 
ciple in it, notwithftanding it was fo fre- 
quently in danger of being utterly abo- 
lifhed and deftroyed. Origen, in his 
fourth book againft Celfus, mentioning 
their being caft out of Jerufalem, the 
place to which their worfhip was annexed, 
deprived of their temple and facrifice, their 
religious rites and folemnities, and fcat- 
tered over the face of the earth, ventures 
to aiTure them with a face of confidence, 
that they would never be re-eftablifhed, 
fince they had committed that horrid 
crime againft the Saviour of the world. 
This was a bold aifertion in the good 
man, who knew how this people had 
been fo wonderfully re-eftabliftied in for- 
mer times, when they were almoft fwal- 

lowed 
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lowed up, and in tlie moft defperate ftatc 
of defolation, as in their deliverance out of 
the Babylonifti captivity, and the oppref- 
fions of Antiochus Epiphanes. Nay, he 
knew that within lefs than a hundred 
years before his own time, the Jews had 
made fuch a powerful effort for their re- 
eftablifhment under Barqochab, in the 
reign of Adrian, as fhook the whole Ro- 
man empire. But he founded his opinion 
on a fure word of prophecy, and on the 
puniihment they had fo juftly incurred; 
and we find, by a long experience of 1500 
years, that he was not miftaken, nay that 
his opinion gathered fh-ength daily, fince 
the Jews are now at a greater diftance 
from any probability of fuch a re-eflab- 
lifhment, than they were when Origin 
wrote. 
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SECTION IX. 

I. The lives of primitive Chriftians, another means of 

bringing learned Pagans into their religion. 

II. The change and reformation of their manners. 

III. This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned Pa- 

gans; 

IV. And ftrengthened the accounts given of our Sa- 
viour's life and hiftory. 

V. The Jewifh prophecies of our Saviour an argument 

for the Heathens belief: 

VI. Purfued. 

VII. Purfued. 

I. JL HERE was one other means enjoyed 
by the learned Pagans of the three firft cen- 
turies, for fatisfying them in the truth of 
our Saviour's hiftory, which I might have 
flung under one of the foregoing heads : 
but as it is fo fhining a particular, and 
does fo much honour to our Religion, I 
(hall make a diftinft article of it, and 
only confider it with regard to the fub- 
jeft I am upon : I mean the lives and 
manners of thofe holy men, who believed 
in Chrift during the firft ages of Chrifti- 
anity. I fliould be thought to advance a 
paradox, (hould I affirm, that there were 

more 
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more Chriftians in the world during thofe 
times of perfecution, than there are at 
prefent in thefe, which we call the flou- 
rifliing times of Chriftianity. But this 
will be found an indifputable truth, if we 
form our calculation upon the opinions 
which prevailed in thofe days, that every 
one who lives in the habitual pradiice of 
any voluntary fin, a£iually cuts himfelf off 
from the benefits and profelfion of Chrifti- 
anity, and, whatever he may call himfelf, 
is in reality no Chriftian, nor ought to be 
efteemed as fuch. 

II. In the times we are now furveying, 
the Chriftian Religion fliewed its full force 
and efiicacy on the minds of men, and by 
many examples demonibated what great 
and generous foids it was capable of pro- 
ducing. It exalted and refined its profe- 
lytes to a very high degree of perfeftion, 
and fet them far above the pleafures, and 
even the pains of this life. It ftrength- 
ened the infirmity, and broke the fierce- 
nefs of human nature. It lifted up the 
minds of the ignorant to the knowledge 
and worftiip of him that made them, and 

infpired 
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infpired the vicious with a rational devo- 
tion, a ftri£t purity of heart, and an un- 
bounded love to their fellow-creatures. 
In proportion as it fpread through the 
world, it feemed to change mankind into 
another fpecies of beings. No fooner was 
a convert initiated into it, but by an eafy 
figure he became a new man, and both 
aSed and looked upon himfelf as one re- 
generated and bom a fecond time into an- 
other ftate of exiftence. 

III. It is not my bufinefs to be more 
particular in the accounts of primitive 
Chriftianity, which have been exhibited 
fo well by others, but rather to obferve, 
that the Pagan converts, of whom I am 
now fpeaking, mention this great reform- 
ation of thofe who had been the greateft 
finners, with that fudden and furprifing 
change which it made in the lives of the 
moft profligate, as having fomething in it 
fupematural, miraculous, and more than 
human. Origen reprefents this power in 
the Chriftian Religion, as no lefs wonder- 
ful than that of curing the lame and blind, 
or cleanfing the leper. Many others repre- 

fent 
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fent it in the fame light, and looked upon- 
it as an argument that there was a certain 
divinity in that Religion, which (hewed 
itfelf in fuch ftrange and glorious effeSs. 

IV. This therefore was a great means 
not onlyof recommending Chriftianity to 
honeft and learned Heathens, but of con- 
firming them in the belief of our Saviour's 
hiftory, when they faw multitudes of vir- 
tuous men daily forming themfelves upon 
his example, animated by his precepts, 
and aftuated by that Spirit which he had 
promifed to fend among his Difciples. 

V. But I find no argument made a 
flronger impreffion on the minds of thefe 
eminent Pagan converts, for ftrengthening 
their faith in the hiftory of our Saviour, 
than the prediftions relating to him in 
thofe old prophetic writings, which were 
depofited among the hands of the greateft 
enemies to Chriftianity, and owned by 
them to have been extant many ages be- 
fore his appearance. The learned Hea- 
then converts were aftonifhed to fee the 
whole hiftory of their Saviour's life pub- 
liftied before he was born, and to find that 

the 
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the Evangelifts and Prophets, in their 
accounts of the Meffiah, differed only in 
point of time, the one foretelling what 
fhould happen to him, and the other 
defcribing thofe very particulars as what 
had actually happened. This our Saviour 
himfelf was pleafed to make ufe of as the 
ftrongeft argument of his being the pro- 
mifed Meffiah, and without it would hardly 
have reconciled his Difciples to the igno- 
miny of his death, as in that remarkable 
pafTage which mentions his converfation 
with the two Difciples, on the day of his 
refurre6kion. St. Luke xxiv. 13. to the 
end. 

VI. The Heathen converts, after having 
travelled through all human learning, and 
fortified their minds with the knowledge 
of arts and fciences, were particularly qua- 
lified to examine thefe prophecies with 
great care and impartiality, and without 
prejudice or prepofTeffion. If the Jews, on 
the one fide, put an unnatural interpre- 
tation on thefe prophecies, to evade the 
force of them in their controverfies with 
the Chriflians; or if the Chriflians, on the 
o other 
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Other fide^ overilrained feveral pafiages in 
their applications of them, as it often hap- 
pens among men of the bed underftanding, 
when their minds are heated with any 
confideration that bears a more than ordi- 
nary weight with it; the learned Heathens 
may be looked upon as neuters in the 
matter^ when all thefe prophecies were 
new to them, and their education had left 
the interpretation of them free and indif- 
ferent. Befides^ thefe learned men among 
the primitive Chriftians knew how the 
Jews, who had preceded our Saviour^ in- 
terpreted thefe predictions, and the fe- 
veral marks by which they acknowledged 
the Meffiah would be difcovered, and how 
thofe of the Jewiih Doftors who fucceeded 
him had deviated from the interpretations 
and doftrines of their forefathers, on pur- 
pofe to ftifle their own conviction. 

VII. This fet of arguments had there- 
fore an invincible force with thofe Pagan 
Philofophers who became Chriftians^ as 
we find in moft of their writings. They 
could not dilbelieve our Saviour's hiftory, 
which fo exaCUy agreed with every thing 

that 
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that had been written of him many ages 
before his birth, nor doubt of thofe cir- 
cumfiances being fulfilled in him, which 
could not be true of any perfon that 
lived in the world befides himfelf. This 
wrought the greateft confufion in the un- 
believing Jews, and the greateft convic- 
tion in the Gentiles, who every where 
fpeak with aftonifhment of thefe truthsi 
they met with in this new magazinp of 
learning which was opened to them, and 
carry the point fo fax as to think what- 
ever excellent doftrine they had met with 
among Pagan writers, had been ftole from 
their converfation with the Jews, or froni 
the perufal of thefe writing which they 
had in their cuftody. 
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ADDITIONAL DISCOURSES. 



SECTION L 

OF GOD, AND HIS ATTRIBUTES. 



QUI MARB ET TERRAS, VARIISQUE MUNDUM 

TEMPERAT HORIS : 
VMDE NIL MAJUS GENERATUR IPSO, 
NEC VI6ET QUICQUAM SIMILE AUT SECUNDUM. HoR. 

SiMONIDES being alked by Diony- 
fius the tyrant^ what God was^ defired a 
day's time to confider of it, before he made 
his reply. When the day was expired, he 
defired two days; and afterwards, inftead 
of returning his anfwer, demanded ftill 
double the time to confider of it. This 
great poet and philofopher, the more he 
contemplated the nature of the Deity, 
found that he waded but the more out of 
his depth ; and that he loft himfelf in the 
thought, inftead of finding an end of it. 

©3 If 
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If we confider the idea which wife men> 
by the light of reafon, have framed of the 
Divine Being, it amounts to this : That he 
has in him all the perfediion df a fpiritual 
nature ; and fince we have no notion of 
any kind of fpiritual perfection but what 
We difcover in our own fouls^ we join In- 
finitude to each kind of thefe perfe&ions^ 
and what is d Acuity .in an human foul 
becomes an attribute in God. We exift 
in place and time; the Divine Being fills 
the immenfity of fpace with his prefence, 
and inhabits eternity. We are poflefied 
of a little power, and a little knowledge; 
the Divine Being is Almighty and Omni* 
fcient. In fhort, by adding Infinity to 
iainy kind of perfeftion we enjoy, and by 
joining all thefe different kinds of perfec- 
tions in one Beings we form our idea of 
the great Sovereign of nature. 

Though every one who thinks muft 
have made this obfervation, I ihall pro* 
duce Mr. Locke's authority to the lame 
purpofe, out of his Eflfaj^ on Human Un- 
derftanding. ^ If we examine the idea we 
^ have of the incomprehenfible Supreme 

* Being, 
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^ Beings we fliall find, that we come by it 
^ the lame way ; and that the complex 

* ideas we have both of God and feparate 
< (pirits, are made up of the iimple ideas 

* we receive from reflexion : v. g. having, 
' from what we experiment in ourfelves, 
^ got the ideas of exiftence and duration, 
^ of knowledge and power, of pleafure and 
^ haf^inefs, and of feveral other qualities 

* and powers, which it is better to have, 

* than to be without ; when we would 

* frame an idea the moft fuitable we can 

* to the Supreme Being, we enlarge every 
'•one of thefe with our idea of Infinity ; 
' and fo putting them together, make our 
' complex idea of CJod.' 

It is not impoffible that there may be 
many kinds of fpiritual perfe£tion, befides 
thofe which are lodged in an human foul; 
but it is impoffible that we fhould havtf 
ideas of any kinds of perfection, except 
thofe of which we have fome fmall rays 
and ihort imperfect flrokes in ourfelves. 
It would be therefore a very high pre- 
fumption to determine whether the Su- 
preme Being has not many more attributes 
G 4 than 
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than thofe which enter into our concep- 
tions of him. This is certain, that if there 
be any kind of fpiritual perfe6don, which 
is not marked out in an human foul, it 
belongs in its fulnefs to the Divine Na- 
ture. 

Several eminent philofophers have ima- 
gined that the foul, in her feparate ftate, 
may have new faculties fpringing up in 
her, which fhe is not capable of exerting 
during her prefent union with the body; 
and whether thefe faculties may not cor- 
refpond with other attributes in the Di- 
vine Nature, and open to us hereafter ne*r 
matter of wonder and adoration, we are 
altogether ignorant. This, as I have faid 
before, we ought to acquiefce in, that the 
Sovereign Being, the great Author of na- 
ture, has in him all poffible perfection, as 
well in kind as in degree ; to fpeak ac- 
cording to our methods of conceiving. I 
{hall only add under this head, that when 
we have raifed our notion of this infinite 
Being as high as it is poffible for the mind 
of man to go, it will fall infinitely fliort of 
what he really is. ^ There is no end of his 

great- 
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greatnefs :' The moft exalted creature he 
has made is only capable of adoring it;, 
none but himfelf can comprehend it. 

The advice of the fon of Sirach is very 
juft and fublime in this light. ^ By his 
' word all things confift. We may fpeak 
^ much^ and yet come fliort : wherefore in 
^ fum, he is all. How (hall we be able to 
^ magnify him ? For he is great above all 

* his works. The Lord is terrible and very 
^ great; and marvellous is his power. 
^ When you glorify the Lord, exalt him 
^ as much as you can ; for even yet will 
' he far exceed. And when you exalt him, 

* put forth all your ftrength, and be not 

* weary; for you can never go far enough. 
^ Who hath feen him, that he might tell 
^ us ? And who can magnify him as he 
^ is ? There are yet hid greater things 
^ than thefe be, for we have feen but a 
^ few of his works.' 

I have here only confidered the Su- 
preme Being by the light of reafon and 
philofophy. If we would fee him in all 
tlie wonders of his mercy, we muft have 
recourfe to revelation, which reprefents 

him 
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him to us, not only as infinitely great and 
glorious, but as infinitely good and juft in 
his difpenfations towards man. But as this 
is a theory which falls under every one's 
confideration, though indeed it can never 
be fufficiently confidered, I {hall here only 
take notice of that habitual worfhip and 
veneration, which we ought to pay to this 
Almighty Being. We fliould often re- 
frefli our minds with the thought of him, 
and annihilate ourfelves before him, in 
the contemplation of our own worthleflT- 
nefs, and of his tranfcendent excellency 
and perfefilion. This would imprint in our 
minds fuch a conftant and uninterrupted 
awe and veneration as that which I am 
here recommending, and which is in real- 
ity a kind of inceiTant prayer, and reafon- 
able humiliation of the foul before him 
who made it. 

This would effeftually kill in us all the 
little feeds of pride, vanity, and felf-con- 
ceit, which are apt to fhoot up in the 
minds of fuch whofe thoughts turn more 
on thofe comparative advantages which 
they enjoy over fome of their fellow crea* 

tures, 
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tureft, than on that infinite difiance which 
is placed between them and the fupreme 
model of all perfection. It would like- 
wife quicken our defires and endeavours 
of uniting ourfelves to him^byall thea£b 
of religion and virtue. 

Such an habitual homage to the Su-* 
preme Being would, in a particular man- 
ner, banifli from among us that prevailing 
impiety of ufing his name on the moft tri- 
vial occafions. 

I find the following paflage in an ex- 
cellent fermou, preached at the funeral of 
a gentleman, who was an honour to his 
country, and a more diligent as well as 
fuccefsful enquirer into the works of na- 
ture, than any other our nation has ever 
[Hxxiuced. ^ He had the profoundeft vene- 

* ration for the great God of heaven and 

* earth that I havp ever obferved in any 
'perfon. The very name of God was 

* never mentioned by him without a paufe 
^and a viiible flop in his difcourfe; in 

* which, one that knew him mofl particu- 

* larly above twenty years, has told me, 
' that he was fo exa£t, that he does not re- 

* member 
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^ member to have obferved him once to 
' fail in it/ 

Every one knows the veneration which 
was paid by the Jews to a name fo great^ 
wonderful, and holy. They would not let 
it enter even into their religious difcourfes. 
What can we then think of thofe who 
make ufe of fo tremendous a name in the 
ordinary expreflions of their anger, mirth, 
and moft impertinent pailions ? of thofe 
who admit it into the moft familiar quef- 
tions and aifertions, ludicrous phrafes, and 
works of humour? not to mention thofe 
who violate it by folemn peijuries? It 
would be an ai&ont to reafon to endeavour 
to fet forth the horror and profanenefs of 
fuch a praAice. The very mention of it 
expofes it fufficiently to thofe in whom the 
light of nature, not to lay religion, is not 
utterly extinguiflied. O. 



D£UM 
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— — DEUM NAMQUE IRE PER OMNES 
TERRASQUE, TRACTUSQUE MARIS, CCELUMQUE PRO- 
PUNDUM. ViRG. 

1 WAS yefterday about fun-fet walk- 
ing in the open fields^ till the night in- 
fenfibly fell upon me. I at firft amufed 
myfelf with all the richnefs and variety 
of colours which appeared in the weftem 
parts of heaven : in proportion as they 
faded and went out, feveral ftars and 
planets appeared, one after another, till 
the whole firmament was in a glow. The 
bluenefs of the ether was exceedingly 
heightened and enlivened by the feafon 
of the year, and by the rays of all thofe 
luminaries that paffed through it. The 
galaxy appeared in its moft beautiful white. 
To complete the fcene, the full moon rofe 
at length in that clouded majefly, which 
Milton takes notice of, and opened to the 
eye a new piflure of nature, which was 
more finely fhaded, and difpofed among 
fofter lights, than that which the fun had 
before difcovered to us. , 

As I was furveying the moon walking 

in 
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in her brightnefs, and taking her progrefs 
among the conftellations, a thought arofe 
in me, which, I believe, very often per- 
plexes and difiurbs men of ferious and 
contemplative natures. David himfelf fell 
into it in that refleftion, ^ When I confider 
^ the heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
^ the moon and the ftars which thou haft 
^ ordained ; what is man, that thou art 
* mindful of him, and tlie fon of man, that 
^ thou regardeft him !' In the fame man- 
ner, when I confidered that infinite hoft 
of ftars, or, to fpeak more philofophically, 
of funs, which were then fliining upon 
me, with thofe innumerable fets of pla-, 
nets, or worlds, which were moving round 
their refpeftive funs; when I ftill enlarged 
the idea, and fuppofed another heaven of 
funs and worlds rifing ftill above this 
which we difcovered, and thefe ftill en- 
lightened by a fuperior firmament of lu- 
minaries, which are planted at fo great a 
diftance, that they may appear to the in- 
habitants of the former as the ftars do to 
us; in fliort, whilft I purfued this thought, 
I could not but refleA on that little infig- 

nificant 
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nificant figure which I myfelf bore amiclft 
the immenfity of God's works. 

Were the fun, which enlightens this 
part. of the creation, with all the hoft of 
planetary worlds that move about him, 
utterly extinguiflied and annihilated, they 
would not be miifed more than a grain of 
fiind upon the fea-fliore. The fpace they 
pofTefs is fo, exceedingly little, in com- 
parifon of the whole, that it would fcarce 
make a blank in the creation. The chafm 
would be imperceptible to an eye, that 
^\ild take in the whole compafs of na- 
ture, and pafs from one end of the cre- 
ation to the other ; as it is poflible there 
may be fuch a fenfe in ourfelves here- 
after, or in creatures which are at prefent 
more exalted than ourfelves. We fee many 
ftars by the help of glaifes, which we do 
not difcover with our naked eyes ; and 
the finer our telefcopes are, the more ftill 
are our difcoveries. Huygenius carries 
this thought fo far, that he does not 
think it impofiible there may be ftars^ 
whofe light is not yet travelled down to 
Hs, fince their firft qreation. There is 

no 
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no queftion but the univerfe has certain 
bounds fet to it ^ but when we confider 
that it is the work of infinite power, 
prompted by infinite goodnefs, with an 
infinite fpace to exert itfelf in, how can 
our imagination fet any bounds to it ? 

To return therefore to my firft thought, 
I could not but look upon myfelf \*^ith 
fecret horror, as a being that was not 
worth the fmalleft regard of one who had 
fo great a work under his care and fuper- 
intendency. I was afraid of being over- 
looked amidft the immenfity of nature, 
and loft among that infinite variety of 
creatures, which in all probability fwarm 
through all thefe immeafurable regions of 
matter. 

In order to recover myfelf from this 
mortifying thought, I confidered that it 
took its rife from thofe narrow concep- 
tions, which we are apt to entertain of 
the Divine Nature. We ourfelves cannot 
attend to many different objeiSls at the 
fame time. If we are careful to infpe£l: 
fome things, we muft of courfe negleA 
others. This imperfe£don, which we ob« 

ferve 
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ferve In ourfelves^ is an imperfe£tion that 
cleaves in fome degree to creatures of the 
higheft capacities^ as they are creatures^ 
that is^ beings of finite and limited na» 
tures. The prefence of every created be- 
ing is confined to a certain meafure of 
fpace, and confequently his obfervation 
is (tinted to a certain number of obje£is. 
The fphere, in which we move, and aft, 
and \mderftand, is of a wider circum- 
ference to one creature than another, ac- 
cording as we rife one above another in 
the fcale of exiftence. But the wideft of 
thefe our fpheres has its circumference. 
When therefore we refleft on the Divine 
Nature, we are fo ufed and accuftomed 
to this imperfeftion in ourfelves, that we 
cannot forbear in fbme meafure afcribing 
it to him, in whom there is no (hadow of 
imperfedion. Our reafon indeed afldires 
uSjthat his attributes are infinite; but the 
poomefs of our conceptions is fuch, that 
it cannot forbear fetting bounds to every 
thing it contemplates, till our reafon 
comes again to our fuccour, and throws 
down all thofe little prejudices which rife 
H in 
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in us unawares/ and are natural to the 
mind of man* 

We ftiall therefore utterly extinguifh 
this melancholy thought, of our being 
overlooked by our Maker in the multi- 
plicity of his works, and the infinity of 
thofe objects, among which he feems to 
be inceflantly employed, if we confider, 
in the firft place, that he is Omniprefent; 
and, in the fecond, that he is Omni- 
fcient. 

If we confider him in his Omnipre- 
fence ; his Being pafles through, a£luates, 
and fupports the whole frame of nature. 
His creation, and every part of it, is full 
of him. There is nothing he has made^ 
that is either fo diflant, fo. little, or fo in- 
confiderable, which he does not eflen- 
tially inhabit. His fubfiance is within the 
fubftance of every being, whether ma- 
terial or immaterial, and as intimately 
prefent to it, as that being is to itfelf. It 
would be an imperfeSion in him, were 
he able to remove out of one place into 
another, or to withdraw himfelf from any 
. thing he has created, or from any part of 

that 
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that fpace which is difTuled and fpread 
abroad to infinity. In fliort, to fpeak of 
him in the language of the old philofo* 
pher^ he is a Being, whofe center is every 
where, and his circumference no where. 

In the fecond place, he is Omnifcient 
as well as Omniprefent. His Omnifcience 
indeed neceilarily and naturally flows from 
his Omniprefence ; he cannot but be con- 
fcious of every motion that arifes in the 
whole material world, which he thus ef- 
fentially pervades, and of every thought 
that is ftirring in the intelleAual world, 
to every part of which he is thus inti- 
mately united. Several moralifts have con- 
fidered the creation as the temple of God, 
which he has built with his own hands, 
and which is filled with his prefence. 
Others have confidered infinite fpace as 
the receptacle, or rather the habitation, of 
the Almighty : but tlie nobleft and moft 
exalted way of confidering this infinite 
fpace, is that of Sir Ifaac Newton, who 
calls it the fenfortum of the Grodhead. 
Brutes and men have their fenforiola^ or 
little fenfariumsy by which they appre- 
H 2i hend 
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hend the prefence and perceive the aAions 
of a few obje^, that lie contiguous to 
them. Their knowledge and obfervation 
turns within a very narrow circle. But as 
God Almighty cannot but perceive and 
know every thing in which he refides^ 
infinite fpace ^ves room to infinite know- 
ledge, and is, as it were, an organ to 
Omnifcience. 

Were the foul feparate from the body, 
and with one glance of thought (hould 
dart beyond the bounds of the creation, 
(hould it for millions of years continue its 
progrefs through infinite fpace with the 
fame adivity, it would ftiU find itfelf 
within the embrace of its Creator, and 
encompafied round with the immenfity of 
the Grodhead. Whilft we are in the body, 
he is not lefs prefent with us, becaufe he 
is concealed from us. ^ O that I knew 
^ where I might find him !' fays Job. ^ Be- 
^ hold I go forward, but he is not there ; 
^ and backward, but I cannot perceive 

* him : on the left hand where he does 
^ work, but I cannot behold him : he 

* hideth himfelf on the right hand, that I 

^cannot 
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^ cannot fee him.' In fhort, reafon as well 
as revelation, aflures us, that he cannot be 
abfent from us, notwithftanding he is un* 
difcovered by us. 

In this confideration of God Almighty's 
Omniprefence and Omnifcience every un* 
comfortable thought vani(hes. He cannot 
but regard every thing that has being, 
efpecially fuch of his creatures who feaf 
they are not regarded by him. He is 
privy to all their thoughts, and to that 
anxiety of heart in, particular, which is apt 
to trouble them on this occafion : for, as 
it is impo0ible he fhould overlook any 
of his creatures, fo we may be confix 
dent that he regards with an eye of 
mercy, thofe who endeavour to recom- 
mend themfelves to his notice, and in an 
unfeigned humility of heart think them- 
felves unworthy that he fliould be mind- 
ful of them. 
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— — C(ELUM fiUID Ql^ARIMUS ULTRA ? LuC. 

In your paper of Friday the 9th in- 
ftant, you had occafion to confider the 
Ubiquity of the Godhead, and at the fame 
time to (hew, that, as he is prefent to every 
thing, he cannot but be attentive to every 
thing, and privy to all the modes and parts 
of its exiftence ; or, in other words, that 
his Omnifcience and Omniprefence are 
coexiftent, and run together through the 
whole infinitude of fpace. This confidera- 
tion might fumifh us with many incen- 
tives to devotion and motives to morality; 
but as this fubjeft has been handled by 
feveral excellent writers, I ihall confider it 
in a light wherein I have not feen it placed 
by others. 

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition 
of an intelleftual being, who is thus pre- 
fent with his Maker, but at the fame time 
receives no extraordinary benefit or ad- 
vantage from this his prefence ! 

Secondly, How deplorable is the condi- 
tion of an intelle£tual being, who feels no 
other effefks from this his prefence,. but 

fuch 
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fuch as proceed from divine wrath and in- 
dignation ! 

Thirdly, How happy is the condition of 
that intelle£tual being, who is feniible of 
his Maker's prefence, from the fecret ef- 
fe£ts of his mercy and loving-kindnefs ! 

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition 
of an intelledlual being, who is thus pre- 
fent with his Maker, but at the fame time 
receives no extraordinary benefit or advan- 
tage from this his prefence ! Every parti- 
cle of matter is actuated by this Almighty 
Being which paiTes through it. The hea- 
vens and the earth, the ftars and planets 
move and gravitate by virtue of this great 
principle within them. All the dead parts 
of nature are invigorated by the prefence 
of their .Creator, and made capable of ex- 
erting their refpe6kive qualities. The fe- 
deral in(lin6i65 in the brute creation, do 
likewife operate and work towards the fe- 
veral ends which are agreeable to them, 
by this divine energy. Man only, who 
does not co-operate with this holy Spirit, 
and is unattentive to his prefence, receives 
none of thofe advantages from it, which 
H 4 are 
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are perfeAive of his nature, and necefiary 
to his well-being. The Divinity is with 
him, and in him, and every where about 
him, but of no advantage to him. It is 
the fame thing to a man without religion, 
as if there were no God in the world. It 
is indeed impoffible for an infinite Being 
to remove himfelf from any of his crea- 
tures; but though he cannot withdraw 
his effence from us, which would argue 
an imperfection in him, he can withdraw 
from us all the joys and confolations of it. 
His prefence may perhaps be neceflary to 
fupport us in our exiftence ; but he may 
leave this our exiftence to itfelf, with re- 
gard to its happinefs or mifery. For, in 
this fenfe, he may caft us away from his 
prefence, and take his holy Spirit from us. 
This (ingle confideration one would think 
fufficient to make us open our hearts to all 
thofe infrifions of joy and gladnefs, which 
are fo near at hand, and ready to be poured 
in upon us ; efpecially when we confider, 
fecondly, the deplorable condition of an 
inteJIeftual being, who feels no other ef- 
fe£ts from his Maker's prefence, but fuch 

as 
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as proceed from divine wrath and indig* 
nation! 

We may afliire ourfelves that the great 
Author of nature will not always be as 
one, who is indifferent to any of his crea- 
tures. Thofe who will not feel him in his 
love, will be fare at length to feel him in 
his difpleafure. And how dreadful is the 
condition of that creature, who is only fen- 
fible of the Being of his Creator by what 
hefuffers from him! He is as efTentially 
prefent in hell as in heaven 5 but the inha- 
bitants of thofe accurfed places behold 
him only in his wrath, and fhrink within 
theflames, to conceal themfelves from him. 
It is not in the power of imagination to 
conceive the fearful efFefts of Omnipo- 
tence incenfed. 

But I (hall only confider the wretched- 
nefs of an intelleftual Being, who, in this 
life, lies under the difpleafure of him, that 
at all times and in all places is intimately 
united with him. He is able to difquiet 
the foul, and vex it in all its faculties. 
He can hinder any of the greateft com- 
forts of life from refrefhing us, and give 

an 
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an edge to every one of its flighteft cala* 
mities. Who then can bear the thought 
of being an outcaft from his prefence, that 
is, from the comforts of it, or of feeling it 
only in its terrors ? How pathetic is that 
expoftulation of Job, when, for the trial of 
his patience, he was made to look upon 
himielf in this deplorable condition ! * Why 
^ haft thou fet me as a mark againft thee, fo 
* that I am become a burden to myfelf ?' 
But, thirdly, how happy is the condition 
of that intellectual being, who is fenfible 
of his Maker's prefence, from the fecret 
efieCIs of his mercy and loving-kindnefs [ 
The blefled in heaven behold him fiice 
to face ; that is, are as fenfible of his pre- 
fence as we are of the prefence of any per- 
fon, whom we look upon with our eyes. 
There is, doubtlefs, a faculty in fpirits, by 
which they apprehend one another, as our 
fenfes do material objects : and there is no 
queftion but our fouls, when they are dif- 
embodied, or placed in glorified bodies, 
will by this faculty, in whatever part of 
fpace they refide, be always fenfible of the 
divine prefence. We, who have this veil 

of 
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of ilefh {landing between us and the world 
of fpirits, muft be content to know that 
the Spirit of God is prefent with us, by 
the effeds which he produceth in us. Our 
outward fenfes are too grofs to apprehend 
him; we may, however, tafte andiee how 
gracious he is, by his influence upon our 
minds, by thofe virtuous thoughts which 
he awakens in us, by thofe fecret com- 
forts and refrefhments which he conveys 
into our fouls, and by thole ravifhing joys 
and inward fatisfa£tions, which are per- 
petually fpringing up and diffuiing them- 
felves among all the thoughts of good 
men. He is lodged in our very eflence, 
and is as a foul within the foul, to irradiate 
its underftanding, redlify its will, purify 
its pafBons, and enliven all the powers of 
man. How happy therefore is an intellec- 
tual being, who, by prayer and medita- 
tion, by virtue and good works, opens this 
communication between God and his own 
foul ! Though the whole creation frowns 
upon him^ and all nature looks black 
about him^ he has his light and fupport 
within him, that are able to cheer his 

mind. 
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mind^ and bear him up in the midft of all 
thofe horrors which encompafs him. He 
knows that his helper is at hand, and is 
always nearer to him than any thing elfe 
can be, which is capable of annoying or 
terrifying him. In the midft of calmnny 
or contempt, he attends to that Being 
who whifpers better things within his foul, 
and whom he looks upon as his defender, 
his glory, and the lifter up of his head. In 
his deepeft folitude and retirement, he 
knows that he is in company with the 
greateft of Beings ; and perceives within 
himfelf fuch real fenfations of his pre- 
fence, as are more delightful than any 
thing that can be met with in the con- 
verfation of his creatures. Even in the 
hour of death, he confiders the pains of 
his diffolution to be nothing elfe but the 
breaking down of that partition, which 
ftands betwixt his foul and the light of 
that Being, who is always prefent with 
him, and is about to manifeft itfelf to him 
in fulnefs of joy. 

If we would be thus happy, and thus 
fenfible of our Maker's prefence, from the 

fecret 
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fecret eflefts of his mercy and goodnefs^ 
we muft keep fuch a watch over all our 
thoughts^ that, in the language of the 
Scripture, his foul may have pleafure in us. 
We muft take care not to grieve his holy 
Spirit, and endeavour to make the medi- 
tations of our hearts always acceptable in 
his fight, that he may delight thus to re- 
fide and dwell in us. The light of nature 
could dire6t Seneca to this do&rine, in a 
very remarkable paflageamong his Epiftles, 
^Sacer ineft in nobis fpiritus bonorum 
^malorumque cuftos, et obfervatcn*, et 
^ quemadmodum nos ilium tra£bimus, ita 

* et ille nos.' There is a holy Spirit re- 
fiding in us, who watches and obferves 
both good and evil men, and will treat 
us after the fame manner that we treat 
him. But I ihall conclude this difcourfe 
mth. thofe more emphatical words in di- 
vine Revelation, ^ If a man love me, he 
*will keep my word, and my Father 
' will love him, and we will come unto 

* him, and make our abode with him/ 



— SI 
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SI VERBO AUDACIA DETUR, 
NON METUAM MAGNI DIXISSE PALATIA C(£LI. 

Ov. Met. 
^SIR, 

I CONSIDERED in my two laft letters 
^ that awfiil and tremendous fubjed, the 
^ Ubiquity or Omniprefence of the Divine 
^ Being. I have ihewn, that he is equally 

* prelent in all places throughout the 
^ whole extent of infinite fpace. This 
^ do6trine is fo agreeable to reafon^ that 
' we meet with it in the writings of the 
' enlightened Heathens, as I might (hew 

* at large, were it not already done by 
^ other hands. But though the Deity be 
^ thus eflfentially prefent through all the 

* immenfity of Ipace, there is one part of 

* it, in which he difcovers himfelf in a 
^ moft tranfcendent and vifible glory. This 
^is that place which is marked out in 
^Scripture, under the different appella- 
^ tions of " paradife, the third heaven^ 
'^ the throne of God, and the habitation 
'^ of his glory.*' It is here where the glo- 

* rifled body of our Saviour refides, and 

'where 
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^ where all the celeftial hierarchies, and 
^the innumerable hofts of angels, are 

* reprefented as perpetually furrounding 
'the feat of God with hallelujahs and 

* hymns of praife. This is that prefence 

* of God, which fome of the divines call 
' his glorious, and others his majeftatic 
' prefence. He is indeed as eifentially pre- 
' fent in all other places as in this ; but 

* it is here where he refides in a fenfible 

* magnificence, and in the midft of thofe 
^fplendours which can affeft the imagi- 

* nation of created beings. 

' It is very remarkable, that this opi- 
*nion of God Almighty's prefence in 
' heaven, whether difcovered by the light 
' of nature, or by a general tradition from 
' our firft parents, prevails among all tlie 
^nations of the world, whatfoever dif- 

* ferent notions they entertain of the God- 
' head. If you look into Homer, that is, 
^ the moft ancient of the Greek writers, 
^you fee the Supreme Powers feated in 
' the heavens, and encompaiTed with in- 

* ferior Deities, among whom the Mufes 
'are reprefented as iinging inceffantly 

^ about 
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' about his throne. Who does not here 
^ fee the main ftrokes and outlines of this 

* great truth we are fpeaking of ? The 
^ fame doctrine is (hadowed out in many 
' other Heathen authors, though at the 

* fame time, like feveral other revealed 
^ truths, dafhed and adulterated with a 
^ mixture of fables and human inventions. 

* But to pafs over the notions of the 
^ Greeks and Romans, thofe more en- 
' lightened parts of the Pagan world, we 
^ find there is fcarce a people among the 
^ late-difco vered nations, who are not train- 
^ ed up in an opinion, that heaven is the 
' habitation of the Divinity whom they 

* worfhip. 

^ As in Solomon's temple there was the 
^ San&um San£iorum, in which a vifible 
' glory appeared among the figures of the 
^ cherubims, and into which none but the 
^ high-priefl himfelf was permitted to en- 
^ ter, after having made an atonement for 
^ the fins of the people ; fo, if we confider 
^ the whole creation as one great temple, 

* there is in it this Holy of Holies, into 

* which the High-priefl of our falvation 

* entered. 
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' entered^ and took his place among an- 
' gels and archangels, after having made 
^ a iMX)pitiation for the fins of mankind. 

^ With how much IkiU muft the throne 
' of God be erefted ! With what glorious 
^defigns is that habitation beautified, 

* which is contrived and built by him 
^ who infjnred Hiram with wifdom ! How 

* great muft be the majefty of that place, 

* where the whole art of creation has 
'been employed, and where God has 

* chofen to fhew himfelf in the moft mag- 
^ nificent manner ! What muft be the 
' architeAure of infinite power, under the 

* direction of infinite wifdom! A fpirit 

* cannot but be tranfported after an in- 

* effable manner, with the fight of thofe 

* obje£ts, which were made to aSed: him 
' by that Being who knows the inward 

* fhime of a foul, and how to pleafe and 
'ravifti it in all its moft fecret powers 
' and faculties. It is to this majeftatic pre- 

* fence of God we may apply thofe beau- 
' tiful expreffions in Holy Writ : ^^ Be- 
" hold even to the moon, and it fhineth 

I ** not ; 
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" not ; yea, the ftars are not pure in his 
" fight." The light of the fun, and all 
' the glories of the world in which we 
^ live, are but as weak and fickly glim- 
^ nierings, or rather darknefs itfelf, in 
' comparifon of thofe fplendors which en- 
' compafs the throne of God. 

* As the glory of this place is tranfcen- 
' dent beyond imagination, fo probably is 
' the extent of it. There is light behind 
^ light, and glory within glory. How far 
^ that fpace may reach, in which Grod 

* thus appears in perfefl: majefty, we can- 

* not poffibly conceive. Though it is not 
^ infinite, it may be indefinite; and though 
^ not immeafurable in itfelf, it may be fo 
^ with regard to any created eye or ima- 
^ gination. If he has made thefe lower 
^ regions of matter fo inconceivably wide 
^ and magnificent for the habitation of 
' mortal and perifhable beings, how great 

* may we fuppofe the courts of his houfe 
^ to be, where he makes his refidence in 
^ a more efpecial manner, and difplays 

* himfelf in the fulnefs of his glory, 

^ among 
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' among an innumerable company of an- 
*gels, and fpirits of juft men made per- 
^feft! 

* This is certain, that our imaginations 
'cannot be raifed too high, when we 

* think of a place where Omnipotence 
'and Omnifcience have fo fignally ex- 
' erted themfelves, becaufe they are able 
' to produce a fcene infinitely more great 

* and glorious than what we are able to 
' imagine. It is not impoffible but, at the 
' confummation of all things, thefe out- 
'ward apartments of nature, which are 
' now fuited to thofe beings who inhabit 
'them, may be taken in and added to 
' that glorious place, of which I am here 
'fpeaking, and by that means made a 
'proper habitation for beings who are 
' exempt from mortality, and cleared of 
' their imperfeftions : for fo the Scripture 
'feems to intimate, when it fpeaks of 
' new heavens and of a new earth, wherein 
' dwelleth righteoufnefs. 

' I have only confidered this glorious 

' place, with regard to the fight and ima- 

^ gination, though it is highly probable 

I ^ ^ that 
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^ that our other fenfes may here likewife 
^ enjoy their higheft gratifications. There 
' is nothing which more raviflies and 
^ tranfports the foul, than harmony ; and 
^ we have great reafon to believe, from 
^ the defcriptions of this place in holy 

* Scripture, that this is one of the enter- 
^ tainments of it. And if the foul of man 

* can be fo wonderfully aiFefted with 
^ thofe ilrains of muiic, which human art 

* is capable of producing, how much more 
' will it be raifed and elevated by thofe, 

* in which is exerted the whole pow^ of 
^ harmony ! The fenfes are faculties of 
^ the human foul, though they cannot be 
^ employed, during this our vital union^ 

* without proper inftruments in the body* 
^ Why therefore fliould we exclude the 
' fatisfa£tion of thefe faculties, which we 

* find by experience are inlets of great 
^ pleafure to the foul, from among thofe 

* entertainments which are to make up 
' our happinefs hereafter } Why fhould 
^ we fuppofe that our hearing and feeing 
^ will not be gratified with thofe obje&s 
^ which are moft agreeable to them, and 

* which 
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^ which they cannot meet with in thefe 

* lower regions of nature ; objects, ^' which 
*^ neither eye hath feen, nor ear heard^ 
" nor can it enter into the heart of man 
" to conceive ? I knew a man in Chrift 
*^ (fays St. Paul, fpeaking of himfelf) 
"above fourteen years ago (whether in 
" the body, I cannot tell, or whether out 
" of die body, I cannot tell : CJod know- 
" eth) fuch a one caught up to the third 
"heaven. And I knew fuch a man, 
" (whether in the body, or out of the 
"body, I cannot tell: God knoweth) 
" how that he was caught up into pa- 
"radife, and heard unfpeakable words, 
" which it is not poffible for a man to 
" utter." By this is meant, that what he 
'had heard was fo infinitely different 

* from any thing which he had heard in 
' this world, that it was impoffible to ex- 
' prefs it in fuch words as might convey a 
^ notion of it to his hearers. 

* It is very natural for us to take de- 

* light in enquiries concerning any foreign 

* country, where we are fome time or 
' othtt" to make our abode ; and as we all 

13 ' hope 
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^ hope to be admitted into this glorious 

* place^ it is both a laudable and ufeful 

* curiofity, to get what informations we 
^ can of it, whilft we make ufe of Reve* 
^ lation for our guide« When thefe ever- 
^ lafting doors fhall be open to us, we 
^ may be fure that the pleafures and beau^ 
^ ties of this place will infinitely tranfcend 
^ our prefent hopes and expefhitions, and 

* that the glorious appearance of the 
^ throne of God will rife infinitely beyond 

* whatever we are able to conceive of it, 
^ We might here entertain ourfelves with 
^ many other fpeculations on this fubjeft, 
^ from thofe feveral hints which we find 
^ of it in the holy Scriptures ; as, whe- 
^ ther there may not be different man- 
^ fions, and apartments of glory, to beings 

* of different natures ; whether, as they 

* excel one another in perfection, they 
' are not admitted nearer to the throne of 
^ the Almighty, and enjoy greater mani- 
/ feflations of his prefence ; whether there 
*are not folemn times and occafions, 

* when all the multitude of heaven cele- 

* brate the prefence of their Maker in 

^ more 
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* more extraordinary forms of pnufe and 
^adoration; as Adam^ though he had 
' continued in a ftate of innocence, would, 
^ in the opinion of our divines, have kept 
^ holy the Sabbath-day in a more particu- 

* lar manner than any other of the feven. 

* Thefe, and the like fpeculations, we may 

* very innocently indulge, fo long as we 

* make ufe of them, to infpire us with a 

* defire of becoming inhabitants of this 

* delightful place. 

^ I have in this, and in two foregoing 

* letters, treated on the moft ferious fub- 
^ jeft that can employ the mind of man, 

* the Omniprefence of the Deity ; a fub- 
*jeft which, if poffible, ftiould never de- 
^part from our meditations. We have 

* confidered the Divine Being, as he inha- 
^ bits infinitude, as he dwells among his 

* works, as he is prefent to the mind of 
' man, and as he difcovers himfelf in a 

* more glorious manner among the re- 
*gions of the bleft. Such a confider- 

* ation fliould be kept awake in us at all 

* times, and in all places, and poflefs our 
^ minds with a perpetual awe and reve- 

14 ^ rence ; 
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^ rence ; it fhould be interwoven with all 
^ our thoughts and perceptions^ and be- 
^ come one with the confcioufnefs of our 
^ own being. It is not to be refleded 
^ on in the coldnefs of philofophy^ but 
' ought to fink us into the loweft proftra- 
' tion before him^ who is fo aftonifhingly 
^ great^ wonderful, and holy.' 



-^ ASSIDUO LABUNTUR TEMPORA MOTU 

NON SECUS AC FLUMEN. MEQUE ENIM CONSISTERE 

FLUMEK, 
NEC LEVIS HORA POTEST: SBD UT UMDA IMFBLLITUR 

UNDA, 
URGETURQUE PRIOR VENIENTI, URGETftUE PRIOREM, 
TEMPORA SIC PUGIUNT PARITER, PARITERQUE SE- 

quuntur; 

£T NOVA SUNT SEMPER. NAM QVOD FUIT ANTE, RB« 

LICTUM EST; 
FITfiUE QUOD BAUD FUERAT : MOMENTAQUE CUNCT^ 

NOVANTUR. Ovid Met. 

We confider infinite fpace as an expan- 
fion without a circumference: we con- 
fider eternity, or infinite duration, as a line 
that has neither a beginning nor end. In 
our fpeculations of infinite fpace, we con- 
fider that particular place in which we 

exift. 
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exift^ as a kind of center to the whole ex- 
paxiiion. In our fpeculations of eternity^ 
we confider the time which is prefent to 
us as the middle, which divides the whole 
line into two equal parts. For this reafon^ 
many witty authors compare the prefent 
time to an ifthmus, or narrow neck of 
land, that rifes in the midfi of an ocean, 
immeafurably difiufed on either fide of it. 

Philofophy, and indeed common fenfe, 
naturally throws eternity under two divi- 
fions; which we may call in Engliih, that 
eternity which is paft, and that eternity 
which is to come. The learned terms of 
^ aetemitas a parte ante,' and ' aetemitas i 
^ parte poft,' may be more amufing to the 
reader, but can have no other idea affixed 
to them than what is conveyed to us by 
thofe words, an eternity that is paft, and 
an eternity that is to come. Each of thefe 
eternities is bounded at the one extreme ; 
or, in other words, the former has an end, 
and the latter a beginning. 

Let us firft of all confider that eternity 
which is pafi, referving that which is to 
come for the fubje£i of another paper. 

The 
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The nature of this eternity is utterly in- 
conceivable by the mind of man : our 
rcafon demonfirates to us that it has been, 
but at the fame time can frame no idea of 
it, but what is big with abfurdity and 
contradi£lion. We can have no other 
conception of any duration which is paft, 
than that all of it was once prefent ; and 
whatever was once prefent, is at fome 
certain diftance from us ; and whatever is 
at any certain diftance from us, be the 
diftance never fo remote, cannot be eter- 
nity. The very notion of any duration's 
being paft, implies that it was once pre- 
fent; for the idea of being once pre- 
fent, is aftually included in the idea of its 
being paft. This therefore is a depth not 
to be founded by human underftanding. 
We are fure that there has been an eter- 
nity, and yet contradi£fc ourfelves when 
we meafure this eternity by any notion 
which we can frame oiF it. 

If we go to the bottom of this matter, 
we fliall find, that the difficulties we meet 
with in our conceptions of eternity pro- 
ceed from this fingle reafon, that we can 

have 
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have no other idea of any kind of dura- 
tion, than that by which we ourfelves, 
and all other created beings, do exift; 
which is, a fucceffive diu-ation made up 
of paft, prefent, and to come. There is 
nothing which exifts after this manner, all 
the parts of whofe exiftence were not once 
ad;ually prefent, and confequently may be 
reached by a certain number of years ap- 
plied to it. We may afcend as high as 
we pleafe, and employ our being to that 
eternity which is to come, in adding mil- 
lions of years to millions of years, and 
we can never come up to any fountain- 
head of duration, to any beginning in 
eternity: but at the fame time we are 
fure, that whatever was once prefent does 
lie within the reach of numbers, though 
perhaps we can never be able to put 
enough of them together for that pur- 
pofe. We may as well fay, that any thing 
may be aftualiy prefent in any part of in- 
finite fpace, which does not lie at a cer- 
tain diftance from us, as that any part 
of infinite duration was once actually pre- 
fent, and does not alfo lie at fome deter- 
mined 
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mined diftance from us. The diAance in 
both cafes may be immeafurable and in- 
definite, as to our faculties ; but our reaibn 
tells us that it cannot be fo in itfelf. 
Here therefore is that difficulty which 
human underftanding is not capable of 
furmounting. We are fure that fome- 
thing muft have exifted from eternity, and 
are at the fame time unable to conceive, 
that any thing which exifts, according to 
our notion of exiftence, can have exifted 
fix)m eternity. 

It is hard for a reader, who has not re- 
volved this thought in his own mind, to 
follow in fuch an abftrafted fpeculation ; 
but I have been the longer on it, becaufe 
I think it is a demonftrative argument of 
the being and eternity of a God : and 
though there are many other demonftra- 
tions which lead us to this great truth, I 
do not think we ought to lay afide any 
proofs in this matter, which the light of 
reafon hasfuggefted to us, efpecially when 
it is fuch a one as has been urged by men 
famous for their penetration and force of 
underftanding, and which appears alto- 
gether 
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gether conclufive to thofe who will be at 
the pains to examine it. 

Having thus confidered that eternity 
which is paft^ according to the beft idea 
we can frame of it, I fhatl now draw up 
thofe feveral articles on this fubje&^ which 
are di6):ated to us by the light of reafon^ 
and which may be looked upon as the 
Creed of a Philofopher in this great point. 

Firft^ It is certain that no Being could 
have made itfelf ; for if fo, it muft have 
aded before it was^ which is a contra- 
diftion. 

Secondly, That therefore fome Being 
muft have exifted from all eternity. 

Thirdly, That whatever exifts after the 
manner of created Beings, or according to 
any notions which we have of exiftence, 
could not have exifted from eternity. 

Fourthly, That this eternal Being muft 
therefore be the great Author of nature. 
The Ancient of Days, who being at an 
infinite diftance in his perfections from all 
finite and created Beings, exifts in a quite 
different manner from them, and in a man-^ 
ner of which they can hare no idea. 

I know 
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I know that feveral of the Schoohnen, 
who would not be thought ignorant of 
any thing, have pretended to explain the 
manner of God's exiftence, by telling us, 
that he comprehends infinite duration in 
every moment ; that eternity is with him 
a pun&um Jiansy a fixed point; or, which 
is as good fenfe, an infinite injlant ; that 
nothing with reference to his exiftence is 
either paft or to come : to which the in* 
genious Mr. Cowley alludes, in his de- 
fcription of Heaven ; 

Nothing is there to come, and nothing paft. 
But an eternal NOW docs always laft. 

For my own part, I look upon thefe 
propofitions as words that have no ideas 
annexed to them; and think men had 
better own their ignorance, than advance 
doctrines by which they mean nothing, 
and which indeed are felf-tontradi£iory. 
We cannot be too modeft in our difquifi- 
tions, when we meditate on Him who is 
environed with fo much glory and per* 
feAion, who is the fource of being, the 
fountain of all that exiftence which we 
and his whole creation derive from him. 

Let 
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Let us therefore with the utmoft humi- 
lity acknowledge, that as feme Being 
muft neceflarily have exifted from eter- 
nity, fo this Being does exifl after an in- 
comprehenfible manner, fince it is impof- 
fible for a Being to have exifted from 
eternity after our manner or notions of 
exiftence. Revelation confirms thefe na- 
tural dictates of reafon in the accounts 
which it gives us of the Divine Exiftence, 
where it tells us, that he is the fame yef- 
terday, to-day, and for ever ; that he is 
the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
the Ending; that a thouland years are 
with him as one day, and one day as a 
thoufand years; by which and the like 
expreffions we are taught, that his ex- 
iftence, with relation to time or duration, 
is infinitely different from the exiftence of 
any of his creatures, and confequently 
that it is impoflible for us to frame any 
adequate conceptions of it. 

In the firft revelation which he makes 
of his own Being, he intitles himfelf, * I 
^ am that I am ;' and when Mofes defires 
to know what name he (hall give him in 
his embaiTy to Pharaoh, he bids him fay 

that 
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that ^ I am* hath fent you. Our great 
Creator, by this revelation of himfelf, does 
in a manner exclude every thing elfe from 
a real exiftence, and diftinguifhes himfelf 
from his creatures, as the only Being 
which truly and really exifts. The an- 
cient Platonic notion, which was drawn 
from fpeculations of eternity, wonderfully 
agrees with this revelation which God has 
made of himfelf. There is nothing, fay 
they, which in reality exifts, whofe ex- 
iftence, as we call it, is peced up of paft, 
prefent, and to come. Such a flitting and 
fucceflive Exigence is rather a fhadow of 
Exiftence, and fomething which is like it, 
than Exiftence itfelf. He only properly 
exifts, whofe exiftence is entirely prefent; 
that is, in other words, who exifts in the 
moft perfe6i: nianner, and in fuch a man- 
ner as we have no idea of. 

I fhall conclude this fpeculation with 
one ufeful inference. How can we fufB- 
ciently proftrate ourfelves and fall down 
before our Maker, when we confider that 
ineffable goodnefs and wifdom which con- 
trived this Exiftence for finite natures? 
What muft be the overflowings of that 

good- 
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good-will^ which prompted our Creator to 
adapt Exiftence to Beings^ in whom it is 
notneceflary? Efpecially when we con- 
fider that he himfelf was before in the 
complete poileffion of Exiftence and of 
Happinefs^ and in the full enjoyment of 
Eternity. What man can think of him- 
felf as called out and feparated from no- 
thing, of his being made a confcious, a 
reafonable, and a happy creature, in fhort, 
of being taken in as a iharer of his Ex- 
iftence, and a kind of partner in Eternity, 
without being fwallowed up in wonder, 
in praife, in adoration ! It is indeed a 
thought too big for the mind of man, 
and rather to be entertained in the fe- 
crefy of devotion, and in the filence of 
the foul, than to be exprefled by words. 
The Supreme Being has not given us 
powers or faculties fufficient to extol and 
magnify fuch unutterable goodnefs. 

It is however fome comfort to us, that 
we (hall be always doing what we (hall 
be never able to do, and that a work 
which cannot be finifhed, will however 
be the work of an eternity. 

K SECTION 
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SECTION n. 

THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD IN THE 
CREATION. 



INOB ROMIirUM nCUDVMftat GBNUSy TITJBQUB 
TOLANTUM, 
' IT ftUA MARMOREO PERT MONSTRA SUB JEQUORB 
rONTUS. ViRG. 

JL HOUGH there is a great deal of plea- 
fure in contemplating the material worlds 
by which I mean that fyftem of bodies in- 
to which Nature has fo curioufly wrought 
the mafs of dead matter, with the feveral 
relations which thofe bodies bear to one 
another; there is flill, methinks, fome- 
thing more wonderfiil and fmprifing in 
contemplations on the world of life^ by 
which I mean all thofe animals with 
which every part of the univerfe is fur- 
niflied. The material world is only the 
ihell of the univerfe: the world of life 
are its inhabitants. 

If we confider thofe parts of the mate- 
rial world which lie the neareft to us, and 
are therefore fubje& to our obfervations 

and 
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and enquiries^ it is amazing to confider 
the infinity of animals with which it is 
ftocked. Every part of matter is peopled: 
every green leaf fwarms with inhabitants. 
There is fcarce a fingle humour in the 
body of a man^ or of any other animal^ in 
vrhich our glailes do not difcover myriads 
of living creatures. The furface of animals 
is alfo covered with other animals^ which 
are in the fame manner the bafis of other 
animals, that live upon it; nay, we find 
in the moft folid bodies, as in marble it- 
felf, innumerable cells and cavities, that 
are crouded with fuch imperceptible inha- 
bitants, as are too little for the naked eye 
to difcover. On^the other hand, if we 
look into the more bulky parts of nature^ 
-we fee the feas, lakes, and rivers teeming 
with numberlefs kinds of living creatures: 
"we find every mountain and marfh, wil- 
demefs and wood, plentifully flocked with 
birds and beafts, and every part of matter 
affording proper neceilaries and conve- 
niencies for the livelihood of multitudes 
which inhabit it. 
The author of the Plurality of Worlds 
K % draws 
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draws a very good argument from this 
confideration, for the peopling of every 
planet ; as indeed it feems very probable 
from the analogy of reafon, that if no part 
of matter^ which we are acqudnted with^ 
lies wafte and ufelefs^ thofe great bodies 
which are at fuch a diftance from us 
fhould not be defart and unpeopled^ but 
rather that they fhould be furniihed with 
Beings adapted to their refpe£iive fitua- 
tions. 

Exiftence is a bleffing to thofe Beings 
only which are endowed with perception^ 
and is in a manner thrown away upon 
dead matter^ any further than as it is 
fubfervient to Beings which are confcious 
of their Exiftence. Accordingly we find^ 
from the bodies vt^hich lie under our ob- 
fervadon, that matter is only made as the 
bafis and fupport of animals^ and that 
there is no more of the one^ than what is 
. neceflary for the Exiftence of the other. 

Infinite Goodnefs is of fo communica- 
tive a nature^ that it feems to delight in 
the conferring of Exiftence upon every 
degree of perceptive Being. As this is a 

fpecu- 
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fpcculation, which I have often purfued 
with great pleafure to myfelf, I (hall en- 
krge farther upon it, by confidering that 
part of the fcale of Beings which comes 
within our knowledge. 

There are fome living creatures, which 
are raifed but juft above dead matter. To 
mention only that fpecies of fhell-fifh, 
which are formed in the fafhion of a 
cone, that grow to the furface of feveral 
rocks, and immediately die upon their 
being fevered frdm the place where they 
grow. There are many other creatures 
but one remove from thefe, which have 
no other fenfe befides that of feeling and 
tafte. Others have ftill an additional one 
of hearing ; others of fmell, and others of 
fight. It is wonderful to obferve, by what 
a gradual progrefs the world of life ad- 
vances through a prodigious variety of 
fpecies, before a creature is formed that is 
complete in all its fenfes ; and even among 
thefe there is fuch a different degree of 
perfection in the fenfe which one animal 
enjoys beyond what appears in another, 
that though the fenfe in different animals 
K3 be 
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be diftinguifhed by the fame common de- 
nomination, it feems almoft of a different 
nature. If after this we look into the fe- 
veral inward perfe6dons of cunning and 
iagacity, or what we generally call In- 
GinGt, we find them rifing after the lame 
manner, imperceptibly one above another^ 
and receiving additional improvements^ 
according to the fpecies in which they are 
implanted. This progrefs in Nature is fo 
very gradual, that the moft perfe£t of an 
inferior fpecies comes very near to the 
moft imperfect of that which is immedi- 
ately above it. 

The exuberant and overflowing good- 
nefs of the Supreme Being, whofe mercy 
extends to all his works, is pldnly feen^ 
as I have before hinted, from his having 
made fo very little matter, at leaft what 
&lls within our knowledge, that does not 
fwarm with life : nor is his goodnefs left 
feen in the diverfity, than in the multi- 
tude of living creatures. Had he only 
made one fpecies of animals, none of the 
reft would have enjoyed the happineis of 
exiftence; he has^ therefore^ fpecified in 

his 
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his creation every degree of life, every 
cq)acity of Being. The whole chafm in 
nature, from a plant to a man, is filled up 
with divers kinds of creatures, rifing one 
over another, by fuch a gentle and eafy 
afcent, that the little tranfitions and devi- 
ations from one fpecies to another are al- 
moft infenfible. This intermediate fpace 
is fo well hufbanded and managed, that 
there is fcarce a degree of perception, 
which does not appear in fome one part 
of the world of life. Is the goodnefs or 
wifdom of the Divine Being more mani- 
fefted in this his proceeding ? 

Tliere is a confequence, befides thofe I 
have already mentioned, which feems very 
naturally deducible from the foregoing 
confiderations. If the fcale of Being rifes 
by fuch a regular progrefs fo high as 
man, we may by a parity of reafon fup- 
pofe that it ftiU proceeds gradually through 
thofe Beings which are of a fuperior na- 
ture to him ; fince there is an infinitely 
greater fpace and room for different de- 
grees of perfection, between the Supreme 
Being and man^ than between man and 
K 4 the 
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the moft defpicable infeA. This confe* 
quence of fo great a variety of Beings 
which are fuperior to us, from that variety 
which is inferior to us, is made by Mr. 
Locke, in a paiTage which I {hall here fet 
down, after having premifed, that notwith- 
ftanding there is fuch infinite room be- 
tween man and his Maker for the creative 
power to exert itfelf in, it is impoffible 
that it fliould ever be filled up, fince there 
will ftill be an infinite gap or diftance be- 
tween the higheft created Being, and the 
Power which produced him. 

* That there (hould be more fpecies of 

* intelligent creatures above us, than there 
^ are of fenfible and material below us, is 
^ probable to me iirom hence ; that in all 

* the vifible corporeal world we fee no 
^ chafms, or no gaps. All quite down 
^ from us, the defcent is. by eafy fteps, 
^ and a continued feries of things, that in 
' each remove differ very little one from 

* the other. There are fifties that have 
^ wings, and are not Grangers to the airy 

* region : and there are fome birds, that 
^ are inhabitants of the water, whofe blood 

^is 
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^ is cold as iiihes^ and their fiefli fo like in 
'tafie, that the fcrupulous are allowed 
^ them on fiih-days. There are animals 
< fo near of kin both to birds and beads, 
*that they are in the middle between 
^ them both : amphibious animals link 
^the terreftrial and aquatick together; 
<feals live at land and at fea, and por- 
^ poifes have the warm blood and entrails 
'^ of a hog ; not to mention what is confi- 
^ dently reported of mermaids or feamen* 
' There are fome brutes, that feem to have 
^ as much knowledge and reafon as fome 
' that are called men ; and the animal and 

* vegetable kingdoms are fo nearly joined, 
^ that if you will take the loweft of one, 
' and the higheft of the other, there will 
^ fcarce be perceived any great difference 
^ between them : and fo on till we come 
^to the loweft and the moft inorganical 

* parts of matter, we (hall find every where 
^ that the feveral fpecies are linked toge- 
^ ther, and differ but in almoft infenfible 

* degrees. And when we confider the in- 
^ finite power and wifdom of the Maker^ 
^ we have reafon to think that it is fuitable 

'to 
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to the magnificent hamiony of the urn- 
verfe^ and the great defign and infinite 
goodnefs of the architeft^ that the fpecnes 
of creatures ihould alfo, by gentle de- 
grees, afcend upwards from us towards 
his infinite perfection, as we fee they 
gradually defcend from us downwards; 
which, if it be probable, we have reafon 
then to be perfuaded, that there are far 
more fpecies of creatures above us, than 
there are beneath ; we being in degrees 
of perfedion much more remote from 
the infinite Being of God, than we are 
from the lowefl flate of Being, and that 
which approaches nearefl to nothing. 
And yet of all thofe diflinA fpecies, we 
have no clear diflinft ideas.' 
In this lyflem of Being, there is no 
creature fo wonderful in its nature, and 
which fo much deferves our particular at- 
tention, as man, who fills up the middle 
(pace between the animal and intelle£kual 
nature, the vifible and invifible world, and 
is that link in the chain of Beings, which 
has been often termed the nexus utriuf" 
que mundi. So that he who in one re- 

fpeft 
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fped is aflbciated with Angels and Arch- 
angels, may look upon a Being of infinite 
perfection as his father, and. the higheft 
order of fpirits as his brethren, may in an- 
other refped fay to ^ corruption, thou art 
^ my father, and to the worm, thou art my 
^ mother, and my filler.' O. 



PACIES NON OMNIBUS UNA, 

NEC DIVERSA TAMEN OviD. 

JLhOSE who were (killed in anatomy 
among the ancients, concluded from the 
outward and inward make of an human 
body, that it was the work of a Being 
tranfcendently wife and powerful. As the 
world grew more enlightened in this art, 
their difcoveries gave them frefh opportu- 
nities of admiring the conduft of Provi- 
dence in the formation of an human body. 
Galen was converted by his difleAions, 
and could not but own a Supreme Being 
upon a fiMvey of this his handy-work. 
Tliere were, indeed, many parts, of which 
the old anatomifts did not know the certain 
life; but as they faw that moft of thofe 

which 
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which they examined were adapted with 
admirable art to their feveral fiin^ons^ 
they did not queftion but thofe^ whofe 
ufes they could not determine, were con- 
trived with the fame wifdom for refpe6live 
ends and purpofes. Since the circulation 
of the blood has been found out, and many 
other great difcoveries have been made by 
our modem anatomifts, we fee new won- 
ders in the human frame, and difcem fe- 
veral important ufes for thofe parts, which 
ufes the ancients knew nothing of. In 
fhort, the body of man is fuch a fubje£k 
as ftands the utmoft teft of examination. 
Though it appears formed with the niceft 
wifdom, upon the mod fuperficial furvey 
of it, it fiiil mends upon the fearch, and 
produces our furprife and amazement in 
proportion as we pry into it. What I have 
here faid of an human body, may be ap- 
plied to the body of every animal which 
has been the fubje£t of anatomical obfer- 
vations. 

The body of an animal is an objeft ade* 
quate to our fenfes. It is a particular fyf. 
tern of Providence^ that lies in a narrow 

compafs. 
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compafs. The eye is able to command it, 
and by fucceffive enquiries can fearch into 
all its parts. Could Uie body of the whole 
earth, or indeed the whole univerfe, be 
thus fubmitted to the examination of our 
fenfes, were it not too big and difpropor- 
tioned for our enquiries, too unwieldly for 
the management of the eye and hand, there 
is no queftion but it would appear to us 
as curious and well-contrived a frame as 
that of an human body. We fhould fee 
the fame concatenation and fubferviency, 
the fame neceffity and ufefulnefs, the fame 
beauty and harmony in all and every of its 
parts, as what we difcover in the body of 
every fingle animal. 

The more extended our reafon is, and the 
more able to grapple with immenfe obje£ts, 
the greater fUUare thofe difcoveries which 
it makes of wifdom and providence in the 
work of the creation. A Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, who ftands up as the miracle of the 
prelent age, can look through a whole pla- 
netary fyftem; confider it in its weight, 
number, and meafure; and draw from it as 
many demonftrations of infinite power and 

wif- 
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wifdoin^ as a more confined underftan^ng 
is able to deduce from the fyftem of an 
human body. 

But to return to our fpeculations on ana- 
tomy. I {hall here confider the fabrick 
and texture of the bodies of animals in 
one particular view; which^ in my opi- 
nion^ {hews the hand of a thinking and 
all-wife Being in their formation^ with the 
eiadence of a thoufand demonftrations. I 
think we may lay this down as an incon- 
tefled principle, that chance never a6ls in 
a perpetual uniformity and confidence 
with itfelf. If one {hould always fling the 
fame number with ten thoufand dice, or 
fee every throw juft five times lefs, or five 
times more in number than the throw 
which immediately preceded it, who wotdd 
not imagine there is fome invifible power 
which direfts the caft? This is the pro- 
ceeding which we find in the operations of 
nature. Every kind of animal is diverfified 
by different magnitudes, each of which 
^ves rife to a different fpecies. Let a man 
trace the dog or lion-kind, and he will ob- 
ferve how many of the works of nature are 

publifhed^ 
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publiihed^ if I may ufe the expreffion, in 
a variety of editions. If we look into the 
reptile worlds or into thofe different kinds 
of animals that fill the element of water^ 
we meet with the fame repetitions among 
feveral fpecies, that differ very little from 
one another, but in fize and bulk. You 
find the fame creature that is drawn at 
large, copied out in feveral proportions, 
and ending in miniature. It would be te- 
dious to produce inftances of this regular 
conduft in Providence, as it would be fu- 
perfluous to thofe who are verfed in the 
natural hiftory of animals. The magnifi- 
cent harmony of the univerfe is fuch, that 
we may obferve innumerable divifions 
running upon the fame ground. I might 
alfo extend this fpeculation to the dead 
parts of nature, in which we may find 
matter difpofed into many fimilar fyflems, 
as well in our furvey of flars and planets, as 
of flones, vegetables, and other fublimary 
parts of the creation. In a word. Provi- 
dence has ffaewn the richnefs of its good- 
nefs and wifdom, not only in the produc- 
tion of many original fpecies, but in the 

multi- 
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muiyi^city of defcants which it has made 
on every original fpecies in particular. 

But to purfue this thought ftill farther: 
every living creature confidered in itfelf 
has many very complicated parts, that are 
exa£t copies of fome other parts, which it 
pofleiTes, and which are complicated in the 
feme manner. One eye would have been 
fufficient for the^fubfiftence and preferya- 
tion of an animal ; but, in order to better 
his condition, we fee another placed with 
a mathematical exa£lnefs in the fame moil 
advantageous fituation, and in every parti- 
cular of the fame fize and textute. Is it 
poffible for chance to be thus delicate and 
uniform in her operations ? Should a mil- 
lion of dice turn up twice together the 
fame number, the wonder would be no- 
thing in comparifon with this. But when 
we fee this fimilitude and refemblance in 
the arm, the hand, the fingers ; when we 
fee one half of the body entirely corre- 
fpond with the other in all thofe minute 
ftrokes, without which a man might have 
very, well fubfifted; nay, when we often 
fee a fingle part repeated an hun^^ed times 

in 
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in the feme body, notwithftanding it con- 
fifls of the moft intricate weaving of num- 
berlefs fibres, and thefe parts differing ftill 
in magnitude, as the convenience of their 
particular fituation requires; fure a man 
muft have a ftrange caft of underftanding, 
who does not difcover the finger of God 
in fo wonderful a work. Thefe duplicates 
in thofe parts of the body, without which 
a man might have very well fubfifted, 
though not fo well as with them, are a 
plain demonffa*ation of an all-wife contri- 
ver; as thofe more numerous copyings, 
which are found among the vefTels of the 
fame body, are evident demonfbations 
that they could not be the work of 
chance. This argument receives addi- 
tional ftrength, if we apply it to every 
animal and mie& within our knowledge, 
as well as to thofe numberlefs living crea- 
tures, that are objeAs too minute for a hu- 
man eye ; and if we confider how the fe- 
veral fpecies in this whole world of life re- 
femble one another, in very many particu- 
lars, fo fiu* as is convenient for their re- 
fpeftive ftates of exigence : it is much 
more probable that an hundred million of 
L dice 
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dice Ibould be cafually thrown an hundred 
million of times in the fame number, than 
that the body of any fingle animal (hould 
be produced by the fortuitous concourfe 
of matter. And that the like chance ihould 
arife in innumerable inftances^ requires a 
degree of credulity that is not under the 
direfdon of common fenfe. We may cany 
this confideration yet further, if we reflect 
on the two fexes in every living fpecies, 
with their refemblancesto each other, and 
thofe particular diftin^ons that were ne- 
cefTary for the keeping up of this great 
world of life. 

There are many more demonftrations 
of a Supreme Being, and o£ his tranfcen- 
dent wifdom, power, and goodnefs in the 
formation of the body of a living creature, 
for which I refer my reader to other writ- 
ings, particularly to the fixth book of the 
Poem, entitled Creation, where the ana- 
tomy of the hupan body is deicribed with 
great perfpicuity and elegance. I have 
been particular on the thought which runs 
through this fpeculation^ becaule I have 
not feen it enlarged upon by others. O. 
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JUPIT£R EST QUODCUNQUE YIDES LUCAN. 

1 HAD this morning a very valuable and 
kind prefent fent me, of a tranflated work 
of a moft excellent foreign writer, who 
makes a very confiderable figure in the 
learned and Chriftian world. It is entitled, 
^ A Demonfltation of the Exiftence, Wif- 
^ dom, and Omnipotence of God,' drawn 
from the knowledge of nature, particularly 
of man, and fitted to the meaneft capacity, 
by the Archbifliop of Cambray, author 
of Telemachus, and tranflated from the 
French by the lame hand that Engliftied 
that excellent piece. This great author, 
in the writings which he has before pro- 
duced, has manifefted an heart fiill of vir- 
tuous fentiments, great benevolence to 
mankind, as well as a fincere and fervent 
piety towards his Creator. His talents 
and parts are a very great good to the 
world; and it is a pleafing thing to behold 
the polite arts fubfervient to religion, and 
recommending it from its natural beauty. 
Looking over the letters of my correfpon- 
L a dents. 
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dents, I find one which celebrates this 
treatife, and recommends it to my readers. 

To the Guardian. 
' Sir, 

1 THINK I have fomewhere read, in 

* the writings of one whom I take to be a 
^ friend of yours, a faying which ftnick 

* me very much, and as I remember it 

* was to this purpofe : '^ The Exiftence of 
** a God is fo far from being a thing that 
'* wants to be proved, that I think it the 
*' only thing of which we are cert£dn.'* 
' This is a fprightly and juft expreffion : 
^ however, I dare fey, you will not be dif- 
' pleafed that I put you in mind of fay- 

* ing fomething on the Demonftration of 
' the Biihop of Cambray. A man of his 
' talents views all things in a light dif- 
^ ferent from that in which ordinary men 

* fee them, and the devout difpoiition of his 
/ foul turns all thofe talents to the im- 
' provement of the pleafures of a good life. 

* His ftyle clothes philofophy in a drefs 
^ almoft poetick, and his readers enjoy in 

'fall 



Digitized by Google 



OF GOD IN THE CREATION. I49 

^ fill! perfeAion the advantage, while they 
^ are reading him., of being what he is. The 
^pleafing reprefentation of the animal 
^ powers in the beginning of his work, 
'and his confideration of the nature of 
' man with the addition of reafon, in the 
' fubfequent difcourfe, impreffes upon the 
' mind a ilrong fatisfa6tion in itfdf, and 
'gratitude towards him who beftowed 
' that fuperiority over the brute world. 
' Thefe thoughts had fuch an effeft upon 
' the author himfelf, that he has ended 
' his difcourfe with a Prayer. This ado- 
' ration has a fublimity in it befitting his 
' charaAer; and the emotions of his heart 
' flow from wifdom and knowledge. I 
' thought it would be proper for a Satur- 
' day's paper, and have tranflated it, to 
' make you a prefent of it. I have not, as 
' the tranflator was obliged to do, confined 
' myfelf to an exaft verfion from the ori- 
' ginal ; but have endeavoured to exprefs 
' the fpirit of it, by taking the liberty to 
' render his thoughts in fuch a way as I 
' ihould have uttered them, if they had 
' been my own. It has been obferved, 
L 3 < that 
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' that the private letters of great men are 
^ the beft piftures of their fouls: but cer- 
^ tainly their private devotions would be 

* ftill more inftniftive; and I know not 

* why they ibould not be as curious and 
^ entertaining. 

^ If you infert this prayer, I know not 
^ but I may fend you, for another occa- 

* (ion, one ufed by a very great wit of the 

* laft age, which has allufions to the errors 
' of a very wild life, and I believe you will 
^ think is written with an uncommon 
^ fpirit. The perfon whom I mean was an 
' excellent vmter ; and the publication of 
' this prayer of his may be, perhaps, fome 
^ kind of antidote againft the infeftion of 

* his other writings. But this fupplica- 

* tion of the Bifhophas in it a more happy 
^ and untroubled fpirit ; it is (if that is 

* not faying fomething too fond) the wor- 
^ {hip of an Angel concerned for thofe 
' virho had fallen, but himfelf ftill in the 
^ ftate of glory and innocence. The book 

* ends with an aft of devotion to this effeft. 

^ O my God, if the greater number of 
^mankind do not difcover thee in that 

* glorious 
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' glorious (how of nature, which thou haft 
'placed before our eyes, it is not becaufe 
^ thou art far from every one of us ; thou 
' art prefent to us more than any one ob- 
^ jeft which we touch with our hands ; 
' but our fenfes, and the pailions which 
^ they produce in us, turn our attention 
' from thee. Thy light fhines in the midft 
^ of darknefs, but the darknefs compre- 
' hends it not. Thou, O Lord, doft every 
^ where difplay thyfelf. Thou fhineft in all 
^thy works, but art not regarded by 
^ heedlefs and unthinking man. The 
^ whole creation talks aloud of thee, and 
^ echoes with the repetition of thy holy 
^ name. But fiich is our infenfibility, that 
^ we are deaf to the great and univerfal 
' voice of nature. Thou art every where 
' about us, and within us; but we wander 
' from ourfelves, become ftrangers to our 
' own fouls, and do not apprehend thy pre- 
^ fence. O thou, who art the eternal 
^ fountain of light and beauty, who art 
' the ancient of days, without beginning 
' and without end : O thou, who art the 
^ life of all that truly live, thofe can never 
L 4 * ful 
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' £ul to find thee^ who feek for thee 
^ within themfelves. But alas, the very 
^ gifts^ which thou beftoweft upon us, do 
^ fo employ our thoughts, that they hinder 
' us from perceiving the hand which con- 
^ veys them to us. We live by thee, and 

* yet we live without thinking of thee; 
^ but, O Lord, what is life in the ignorance 

* of thee ? A dead unaftive piece of matter, 
^ a flower that withers, a river that glides 

• ' away, a palace that haftens to its ruin, a 

* pi6lure made up pf fading colours, a mafs 
^ of fliining ore, ftrike our imaginations, 
^ and make us fenfible of their exiftence. 
^ We regard them as objeds capable of giv- 

* ing us pleafure, not confidering that thou 

* conveyeft through them all the pleafure 
' which we. imagine they give us. Such 
^ vain empty objeAs, that are only the 
' fliadows of being, are proportioned to 
' our low and groveling thoughts. That 

* beauty, which thou haft poured out on 
' thy Creation, is as a veil which hides 
^ thee from our eyes. As thou art a Being 
^ too pure and exalted to pafs through our 
^ fenfes, thou art not regarded by mep, 

^ who 
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who have debafed their nature^ and have 
made themfelves like the beafts that pe« 
rifh. So infatuated are they, that, not* 
withftanding they know what is wifdom 
and virtue, which have neither found, 
nor colour, nor fmell, nor tafte, nor fi- 
gure, nor any other fenfible quality, they 
can doubt of thy Exiftence, becaufe thou 
art not apprehended by the groffer or- 
gans of fenfe. Wretches that we are ! we 
confider Oiadows as realities, and truth 
as a phantom. That which is nothing 
is all to us, and that which is all appears 
to us nothing. What do we fee in all 
nature but thee, O my God ! Thou, and 
only thou appeared in every thing. 
When I confider thee, O Lord, I am 
fwallowed up and loft in contemplation 
of thee. Every thing befides thee, even 
my own exiftence, vanifhes and difap- 
pears in the contemplation of thee. I am 
loft to myfelf, and fell into nothing, 
when I think on thee. The man, who 
does not fee thee, has beheld nothing ; 
he, who does not tafte thee, has a relifh 
of nothing. His being is vain, and his 

Mife 
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' life but a dream. Set up thyfelf, O Lord, 
' fet up thyfelf, that we may behold thee. 

* As wax confumes before the fire, and as 
^ the fmoke is driven away, fo let thine 
^ enemies vanifli out of thy prefence. 

* How unhappy is that foul, who, without 
' the fenfe of thee, has no God, no hope, 

* no comfort to fupport him ! But how 

* happy the man who fearches, fighs, and 

* thirfts after thee ! But he only is fully 
^ happy, on whom thou lifteft up the light 
' of thy countenance, whofe tears thou 

* haft wiped away, and who enjoys, in thy 
^ loving kindnefs, the completion of all 
' his defires. How long, how long, O 
^ Lord, (hall I wait for that day, when I 
^ fhall poflefs, in thy prefence, fulnefs of 
^ joy and pleafures for evermore ? O my 
^ God, in this pleafing hope, my bones 

* rejoice and cry out. Who is like unto 
^ thee ! My heart melts away, and my foul 
^ f^nts within me, when I look up to thee, 
^ who art the God of my life, and my por- 
^ tion to all eternity/ 



SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 



TISU CARENTEM MAGNA PARS VERI LATET. 

Sen. in Oedip. 

AT is very reafonable to believe, that part 
of the pleafure, which happy minds fliall 
enjoy in a future ftate, will arife from an 
enlarged contemplation of the Divine Wif- 
dom in the government of the world, and 
a difcovery of the fecret and amazing fteps 
of Providence, from the beginning to the 
end of time. Nothing feems to be an en- 
tertainment more adapted to the nature of 
man, if we confider that curiofity is one 
of the ftrongeft and moft lafting appetites 
implanted in us, and that admiration is 
one of our moft pleafing paffions; and 
what a perpetual fucceffion of enjoyments 
will be afforded to both thefe in a fcene fo 
large and various as (hall then be laid 
open to our view in the fociety of fuperior 
fpirits, who perhaps will join with us in fo 
delightful a profped ! 

It 
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It is not impoffible^ on the contrary, 
that part of the punifhment of fuch as are 
excluded from blifs, may confift not only 
in their being denied this privilege^ but 
in having their appetites at the fame time 
vaftly increafed^ without any fatisfsi^on 
afforded to them. In thefe, the vain pur- 
fuit of knowledge {hall, perhaps, add to 
their infelicity, and bewilder them into 
labyrinths of error, darknefs, diftra£):ion, 
and uncertainty of every thing but their 
own evil ftate. Milton has thus repre- 
fented the &llen Angels reafoning to- 
gether in a kind of refpite from their tor- 
ments, and creating to themfelves a new 
difquiet amidft their very amufements : 
he could not properly have defcribed the 
fports of condemned fpirits, without that 
cail of horror and melancholy he has fo 
judicioufly mingled with them. 

Others apart fat on a hill retired. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high 
Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will, and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, Freewill, Foreknowledge abfolute. 
And found no end, in wandering mazes loft. 

In our prefent condition, which is a 

middle 
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middle ftate, our minds are, as it were, 
chequered with truth and falfehood ; and 
as our faculties are narrow, and our views 
imperfeft, it is impoffible but our curi- 
ofity muft meet with many repulfes. The 
bufinefs of mankind in tlus life being ra- 
ther to aA than to know, their portion of 
knowledge is dealt to them accordingly. 

From hence it is, that the reafon of die 
inquifitive has fo long been exercifed with 
difficulties, in accounting for the promif- 
cuous diftribution of good and evil to the 
virtuous and the wicked in this world. 
From hence come all thofe pathetical 
compldnts of fo many tragical events, 
which happen to the wife and the good ; 
and of fuch furprifing profperity, which 
is often the reward of the guilty and the 
fooliih ; that reafon is fometimes puzzled, 
and at a lofs what to pronounce upon fo 
myfterious a difpenfation. 

Plato expreffes his abhorrence of fomc 
fables of the Poets, which feem to refle6k 
on the Gods as the authors of injuftice 5 
and lays it down as a principle, that, 
whatever is permitted to befal a juft man^ 

whether 
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whether poverty, ficknefe, or any of thofe 
things which feem to be evils^ fhall either 
in life or death conduce to his good. My 
reader will obferve how agreeable this 
maxim is to what we find delivered by a 
greater authority. Seneca has written a 
difcourfe purpofely on this fubje£i:; in 
which he takes p^ns, after the do&rine 
of the Stoicks, to fhew, that adverfity is 
not in itfelf an evil; and mentions a 
noble faying of Demetrius^ that ^ nothing 
^ would be more unhappy than a man 
* who had never known affli6tion.' He 
compares profperity to the indulgence of 
a fond mother to a child, which often 
proves his ruin ; but the afieS;ion of the 
Divine Being to that of a wife father, 
who would have his fons exercifed with 
labour, difappointment, and p^n, that 
they may gather firength, and improve 
their fortitude. On this occafion the Phi- 
lofopher rifes into that celebrated fenti- 
^nent, that there is not on earth a fpec- 
tacle more worthy the regard of a Cre- 
ator intent on his works, than a brave 
man fuperior to his fufFerings ; to which 

he 
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he adds^ diat it muft be a pleafure to 
Jupiter himfelf to look down from heaven, 
and fee Cato amidft the ruins of his coun- 
try preferving his integrity. 

This thought will appear yet more rea- 
fonable, if we confider human life as a 
(late of probation, and adverfity as th^ 
poft of honour in it, ailigned often to the 
beft and moil fele^t fpirits. 

But what I would chiefly infift on here, 
is, that we are not at prefent in a proper 
fituation to judge of the counfels by 
which Providence afts, fince but little 
arrives at our knowledge, and even that 
little we difcern imperfe&ly 5 or, accord- 
ing to the elegant figure in Holy Writ, 
^ We fee but in part, and as in a glafs 
^ darkly/ It is to be confidered, that 
Providence in its ceconomy regards the 
whole fyftem of time and things together, 
fo that we cannot difcover the beautify 
connections between incidents which li^ 
widely feparate in time; and by lofing fo 
many links of the chain, our reafonings 
become broken and imperfe&. Thus thole 
parts in the moral world, which have npt 

an 
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an abfolute, may yet have a relative beau- 
ty, in refpeft of fome other parts con- 
cealed from us, but open to his eye, be- 
fore whom Pajly Prefenty and To conuy 
are fet together in one point of view : 
and thofe events, the permiffion of which 
feems now to accufe his goodnefs, may, 
in the confummation of things, both mag- 
nify his goodnefs, and exalt his wifdom. 
And this is enough to check our pre- 
fumption, fince it is in vaun to apply our 
meaiures of regularity to matters of which 
we know neither the antecedents nor the 
confequents, the beginning nor the end. 

I {hall relieve my readers from this ab- 
ftra6ted thought, by relating here a Jew- 
i(h tradition concerning Mofes, which 
feems to be a kind of parable, iUuftrating 
what I have laft mentioned. That great 
Prophet, it is faid, was called up, by a 
voice from heaven, to the top of a moun- 
tain ; where, in a conference with the 
Supreme Being, he was permitted to pro- 
pofe to him fome queftions concerning 
his adminiftration of the univerfe. In the 
midft of this Divine colloquy he was 

com- 
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commanded to look down on the plain 
below. At the foot of the mountain there 
iffued out a clear fpring of water, at 
which a foldier alighted from his horfe to 
drink. He was no fooner gone, than a 
littlq boy came to the fame place; and 
finding a purfe of gold, which the foldier 
had dropped, took it up, and went away 
with it. Immediately after this came an 
infirm old man, weary with age and tra- 
velling; and having quenched his thirft, 
fat down to reft himfelf by the fide of the 
fpring. The foldier, miffing his purfe, re- 
turns to fearch for it, and demands it of 
the old man, who affirms he had not feen 
it, and appeals to heaven in witnefs of his 
innocence. The foldier, not believing his 
proteftation, kills him. Mofes fell on his 
face with horror and amazement, when 
the Divine Voice thus prevented his ex- 
poftulation ; * Be not furprifed, Mofes, 
^ nor aflc why the Judge of the whole 
^ earth has fuffered this thing to come to 
* pafs. The child is the occafion that the 
^ blood of the old man is fpilt : but 
M ^ know. 
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* know, that the old man, whom thou 

* faweft, was the murderer of that child's 
^ father.' 



n«^iv ya^ tv^pofStf-t wfjkfAajfti rvx^' Frag. Vet. Poet. 

The famous Gratian, in his little book 
wherein he lays down maxims for a man's 
advancing himfelf at court, ad vifes his read- 
er to aflbciate himfelf with the fortunate, 
and to fhun the company of the unfortu- 
nate; which, notwithftanding the bafenefis 
of the precept to an honeft mind, may- 
have fomething ufeful in it for thofe who 
pufh their intereft in the world. It is cer- 
tain, a great part of what we call good or 
ill fortune rifes out of right or wrong mea- 
fures and fchemes of life. When I hear 
a n;ian complain of his being unfortunate 
in all his undertakings, I fhrewdly fufpeft 
him for a very weak man in his af&irs. 
In conformity with this way of thinking, 
Cardinal Richelieu ufed to fay, that unfor- 
tunate and imprudent were but two words 
for the fame thing. As the Cardinal him- 
felf 
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ielf had a great (hare both of prudence and 
good fortune^ his famous antagonift^ the 
Count d'Olivarez^ was difgraced at the 
court of Madrid^ becaufe it was alledged 
againft him^ that he had never any fuccefs 
in his undertakings. This^ fays an emi- 
nent author^ was indire£kly accufing him 
of imprudence. 

Cicero recommended Pbmpey to the 
Romans for their General upon three ac- 
counts ; as he was a man of courage^ con- 
dnA, and good fortune. It was^ perhaps^ 
for the reafon above-mentioned^ namely^ 
that a feries of good fortune fuppofes a pru- 
dent management in the perfon whom it 
befals^ that not only Sylla the Di&BtoTy 
but feveral of the Roman Emperors^ as is 
ftill to be feen upon their medals^ among 
their other titles, gave themfelves that of 
Felix, or fortunate. The Heathens, indeed, 
feem to have valued a man more for his 
good fortune than for any other quality^ 
which I think is very natural for thofe 
who have not a ftrong belief of another 
world. For how can I conceive a man 
crowned with many diftinguifhing blef^- 
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(ings, that has not fome extraordinary- 
fund of metit and perfe&ion in him, 
which lies open to the Supreme Eye, 
though perhaps it is not difcovered by 
my obfervation ? What is the reafon 
Homer's and Virgil's heroes do not form 
a refolution, or ftrike a blow, without the 
conduft and direftion of fome Deity? 
Doubtlefs, becaufe the Poets efteemed it 
the greateft honour to be favoured by the 
Gods, and thought the beft way of praif- 
ing a man was to recount thofe fiivours 
which naturally implied an extraordinary 
merit in the perfon on whom they dcr 
fcended. 

Thofe who believe a future ftate of re- 
wards and punifliments aSt very abfurdly, 
if they form their opinions of a man's 
merit from his fucceifes. But certainly, if 
I thought the whole circle of otHr Being 
was concluded between our births and 
deaths, I flK>uld think a man's good for- 
tune the meafure and ftandard of his real 
merit, fince Providence wordd have no op- 
portunity of rewarding his virtue and pcp- 
feftions, but in the {nrefent^life. A vir- 
tuous 
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tuous unbeliever, who Ues under the pref- 
fure of misfortunes, has reafon to cry out, 
as they lay Brutus did a little before his 
death, ^ O virtue, I have worshipped thee 
^ as a fubftantial good ; but I find thou art 
* an empty name.' 

But to return to our firft point; though 
prudence does undoubtedly, in a great 
meafure, produce our good or ill fortune 
in the world, it is certain there are ma- 
ny unforefeen accidents and occurrences, 
which very often pervert the fined fchemes 
that can be laid by human wifdom. The 
race is not always to the fwift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong. Nothing lefs than 
Infinite Wifdom can have an abfolute 
command over Fortune ; the higheft de- 
gree of it which man can pofTefs, is by no 
means equal to fortuitous events, and to 
fuch contingencies as may rife in the pro- 
fecution of our affairs. Nay, it very often 
happens, that prudence, which has always 
in it a great mixture of caution, hinders a 
man from being fo fortunate as he might 
poffibly have been without it. A perfon 
who only aims at what is likely to fucceed, 
M 3 and 
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and follows clofely the di£lates of human 
prudence^ never meets with thofe great 
and unforefeen fuccelTes, which are often 
the effe£l of a fanguine temper, or a more 
happy raihnefs; and this, perhaps, niay be 
the reafon, that, according to the common 
obfervation. Fortune, like other females, 
delights rather in favouring the young 
than the old. 

Upon the whole, fince man is fo fhort- 
fighted a creature, and the accidents which 
may happen to him fo various, I cannot 
but be of Dr. Tillotfon's opinion in an- 
other cafe, that were there any doubt of a 
Providence, yet it certainly would be very 
defirable there fhould be fuch a Being of 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, on whofe 
dire^on we might rely in the condu6i of 
human life. 

It is a great prefumption to afcribe our 
fuccefTes to our own management, and not 
to efteem ourfelves upon any bleffing, ra- 
ther as it is the bounty of Heaven, than 
the acquifition of our own prudence. I am 
very well pleafed with a medal which was 
ilruck by Queen Elizabeth, a little after 

the 
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the defeat of the Invincible Armada^ to 
perpetuate the memory of that extraordi- 
nary event. It is well known how the 
King of Spain, and others who were the 
enemies of that great Princefs, to derogate 
from her glory, afcribed the ruin of their 
fleet, rather to the violence of ftorms and 
tempefts, than to the bravery of the Eng- 
lifh. Queen Elizabeth, inftead of looking 
upon this as a diminution of her honour, 
valued herfelf upon fuch a fignal favour of 
Providence, and accordingly, in the reverfe 
of the medal above mentioned, has repre- 
fented a fleet beaten by a tempeft, and 
falling foul upon one another, with that 
religious infcription, * Aflflavit Deus, et 
^ diffipantur. He blew with his wind, and 
^ they were fcattered.' 

It is remarked of a famous Greciao 
General, whofe name I cannot at prefent 
recolle£l, and who had been a particular 
favourite of Fortune, that, upon recount- 
ing his viftories among his friends, he 
added at the end of feveral great a£lions, 
' And in this Fortune had no (hare.' — 
After which it is obferved in hiftory, that 
M 4 he 
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he never profpered in any thing he un- 
dertook. 

As arrogance, and a conceitednefs of our 
own abilities, are very (hocking and ofieh- 
five to men of fenfe and virtue, we may 
be fure they are highly difpleafing to that 
Being who delights in an humble mind, 
and by feveral of his difpenfations feems 
purpofely to (hew us, that our own fchemes 
or prudence have no (hare in our advance- 
ments. 

Since on this fubje£k I have already ad- 
mitted feveral quotations, which have oc- 
curred to my memory upon writing this 
paper, I will conclude it with a little Per- 
fian fable. A drop of water fell out of a 
cloud into the fea, and finding itfelf loft 
in fuch an immenfity of fluid matter, broke 
out into the following refleftion : * Alas ! 
^what an infignificant creature am I in 
^ this prodigious ocean of waters ! My ex- 
^iftence is of nq concern to the univerfe; 

* I am reduced to a kind of nothing, and 
^ jam lefs than the leaft of the works of 

* God.* It fo happened that an Oyfter, 
which lay in the neighbourhood of this 

Drop, 
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Drop, chanced to gape and fwallow it up 
in the midft of this its humble foliloquy. 
The Drop, fays the fable, lay a great while 
hardening in the (hell, till by degrees it 
was ripened into a pearl, which falling into 
the hands of a diver, after a long feries of 
adventures, is at prefent that famous pearl 
which is fixed on the top of the Perfian 
diadem. L. 



SI FRACTUS ILLABATUR ORBIS, 

IMPAVIDUM PERIENT RUINJE. HOR. 

jyiAN, confidered in himfelf, is a very 
helplefs and a very wretched being. He 
is fubjeA every moment to the greateft 
calamities and misfortunes. He is befet 
with dangers on all fides, and may be- 
come unhappy by numberlefs cafualties,. 
which he could not forefee, nor have pre- 
vented, had he forefeen them. 

It is our comfort, while we are ob- 
noxious to fo many accidents, that we are 
under the care of one who direfts contin- 
gencies, and has in his hands the ma- 
nagement of every thing that is capable 

of 
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of annoying or oiFending us ; who knows 
the affiftance we (land in need of, and is 
always ready to beftow it on thofe who 
aik it of him. 

The natural homage, which fuch a 
creature bears to fo infinitely wife and 
good a Being, is a firm reliance on him 
for the bleffings and conveniences of life, 
and an habitual truft in him for deliver- 
ance out of all fuch dangers and diffi- 
culties ad may befal us. 

The man, who always lives in this dif- 
pofition of mind, has not the fame dark 
and melancholy views of human nature, 
as he who confiders himfelf abftraAedly 
from this relation to the Supreme Being. 
At the fame time that he refle6i:s upon 
his own weaknefs and imperfeftion, he 
comforts himfelf with the contemplation 
of thofe divine attributes, which are em- 
ployed for his fafety and his welfare. He 
finds his want of forefight made up by 
the Omnifcience of him who is his fup- 
port. He is not fcnfible of his own want 
of flrength, when he knows that his 
helper is Almighty. In fhort, the perfon 

who 
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who has a firm truft on the Supreme 
Beings is powerful in his power, wife 
by his wifdom, happy by his happinefs. 
He reaps the benefit of every Divine at- 
tribute^ and lofes his own infufficiency in 
the fiilnefs of infinite perfection. 

To make our lives more eafy to us, we 
are commanded to put our truft in him, 
who ts thus able to relieve and fuccour 
us; the Divine goodnefs having made 
fuch a reliance a duty, notwithftanding 
we fhould have been miferable, had it 
been forbidden us. 

Among feveral motives, which might 
be made ufe of to recommend this duty 
to us, I (hall only take notice of thofe 
that follow. 

The firft and ftrongeft is, that we are 
promifed, he will not fail thofe who put 
their truft in him. 

But without confidering the fuper- 
natural bleffing which accompanies this 
duty, we may obferve, that it has a natural 
tendency to its own reward, or in other 
words, that this firm truft and confidence 
in the great Difpofer of all things con- 
tributes 
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tributes very much to the getting dear of 
any aiHiftion^ or to the bearing it man- 
fully. A perfon who believes he has his 
fuccour at hand^ and that he a&s in light 
of his fnend, often exerts himfelf beyond 
his abilities^ and does wonders, that are 
not to be matched by one who is not 
animated with fuch a confidence of fuc- 
cefs. I could produce inftances from Mf- 
tory, of Generals, who, out of a bdief 
that they were under the protedHon of 
fome invifible affiflant, did not only en- 
courage their foldiers to do their utmofl, 
but have afted themfelves beyond what 
they would have done, had they not been 
infpired by fuch a belief. I might in the 
fame manner fhew how fuch a truft in 
the affiilance of an Almighty Being na- 
turally produces patience, hope, cheer- 
fulnefs, and all other difpofitions of mind, 
that alleviate thofe calamities which we 
are not able to remove. 

The pra6kice of this virtue adminifters 
great comfort to the mind of man in 
times of poverty and afflidion, but moft 
of all in the hour of death. When the 

foul 
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foul is hovering in the laft moments of its 
feparation^ when it is juft entering on an-^ 
other ftate of exiftence^ to converfe with 
fcenes^ and objefts^ and companions that 
are altogether new^ what can fupport her 
under fuch tremblings of thought^ fuch 
fear, fuch anxiety^ fuch apprehenfions^ 
but tlie caiting of all her cares upon Him 
who iSrft gave her being, who has con- 
duced her through one (bge of it, and 
will be always with her^ to guide and 
comfort her in her progrefs through eter- 
nity ? 

David has very beautifully reprefented 
this fteady reliance <mi God Almighty, in 
his twenty-third Plalm, which is a kind 
of paftoral hymn, and filled with thofe 
allufions which are ufual in that kind of 
writing. As the poetry is very exquifite, 
I fliall prefent my reader with the fol- 
lowing tranilation of it. 
I. 

The Lord my pafture (hall prepare, 
And feed me with a Shepherd's care : 
His prefence (hall my wants fupply. 
And guard me with a watchful eye $ 
My noon-day walks he (hall attend^ 
And all my midnight hours defend. 
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II. 

When in the fultry glebe I faint. 
Or on the thirfty mountain pant ; 
To fertile Tales, and dewy meads. 
My weary wand'ring ftepa he leads ; 
Where peaceful rivers, (oh and flow. 
Amid the verdant landlkip flow. 

III. 
Tho' in the paths of death I tread. 
With gloomy horrors ovetfpread. 
My ftedfoft heart fliall fear no ill. 
For thou, O Lord, art with me ftill ; 
Thy friendly crook fliall give me aid. 
And guide me through the dreadful fliadc 

IV. 
Tho' in a bare and rugged way. 
Through devious lonely wilds I ftray. 
Thy bounty fliall my pains beguile : 
The barren wildemefs fliall fmile. 
With fudden greens and herbage crown'd^ 
And ftreams fliall murmur all around. 



SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 
THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

RILIOBNTEM ESSE OPORTET, RELI0IO8UM NSPAS. 

Incerti Autoris apud Aul. Gell. 

It is of the laft importance to feafon the 
paifions of a child with Devotion, which 
feldom dies in a mind that has received an 
early tinfture of it. Though it may feem 
extinguiflied for a while by the cares of 
the world, the heats of youth, or the al- 
lurements of vice, it generally breaks out 
and difcovers itfelf again, as foon as dif- 
cretion, confideration, age, or misfortimes 
have brought the man to himfelf. The 
fire may be covered and overlaid, but can- 
not be entirely quenched and fmothered, 

A ftate of temperance, fobriety, and juf- 
tice, without devotion, is a cold, lifelefs, 
iniipid condition of virtue ; and is rather 
to be ftyled Philofophy than Religion. 
Devotion opens the mind to great concep- 
tions, and fills it with more fublime ideas 
than any that are to be met with in the 

moft 
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moft exalted fcience; and at the fame time 
warms and agitates the foul more than fen- 
fual pleafure. 

It has been obferved by fome writers, 
that man is more diftinguifhed from the 
animal world by Devotion than by Reafon, 
as feveral brute creatures difcover in their 
actions fomething like a faint glimmering 
of reafon, though they betray in no fingle 
circumfiance of their behdviour any thing 
that bears the leaft affinity to devotion. 
It is certain, the prop^nfity of the mind 
to religious worfliip, the natural tendency 
of the foul to fly to fome fiiperior Being 
for fuccour in dangers and diftrefles, the 
gratitude to an invifible Superintendent, 
which arifes in us upon receiving any ex- 
traordinary and unexpefted good fortune, 
the ndis of love and admiration with which 
the .thoughts of men are fo wonderfully 
tranfported in meditating upon the Divine 
perfections, and the univer&l concurrence 
of all the nations under heaven, in the 
great article of adoration, plainly (hew 
that devotion or religious worfliip muft be 
the effefl: of a tradition from fome firft 

founder 
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founder of mankind, or that it is conform- 
able to the natural light of reafon, or that 
it proceeds from an inftinfl implanted in 
the foul itfelf. For my part, I look upon 
all thefe to be the concurrent caufes ; but 
whichever of them fhall be affigned as the 
principle of Divine Worfhip, it manifefUy 
points -to a Supreme Being, as the firft 
author of it. 

I may take fome other opportunity of 
confidering thofe particular forms and me- 
thods of devotion, which are taught us by 
Chriflianity ; but I fhall here obferve into 
what errors even this Divine Principle may 
fometimes lead us, when it is not mo- 
derated by that right reafon, which was 
given us as the guide of all our aftions. 

The two great errors, into which a mif- 
taken devotion may betray us, are Enthu- 
fiafm and Superflition. 

There is not a more melancholy object 
than a man, who has his head turned with 
religious enthufiafm. A perfon that is 
crazed, though with pride or malice, is a 
fight very mortifying to human nature : 
but when the diftemper arifes from any 
N in- 
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indifcreet fervors of devotion, or too in- 
tenfe an application of the mind to its mif- 
taken duties, it deferves our companion in 
a more particular manner. We may, how- 
ever, learn this leflbn from it, that fince 
devotion itfelf (which one would be apt to 
think could not be too warm) may diforder 
the mind, unlefs its heats are tempered 
with caution and prudence, we (hould be 
particularly careful to keep our reafon as 
cool as poflible, and to guard ourfelves in 
all parts of life againil the influence of 
paifion, imagination, and conftitution. 

Devotion, when it does not lie under 
the check of reafon, is very apt to degene- 
rate into Enthuiiafm. When tJib mind finds 
herfelf very much inflamed with her de- 
votions, (he is too much inclined to think 
they are not of her own kindling, but 
blown up with fomething divine within 
her. If fhe indulges this thought too far, 
and humours the growing paffion, (he at 
laft flings herfelf into imaginary raptures 
and ecfliafies ; and when once flie fancies 
herfelf under the influence of a divine im- 
pulfe, it is no wonder if fhe flights human 

ordi- 
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ordinances, and refufes to comply with 
any eftabliflied form of religion, as thinking 
herfelf direfted by a much fuperior guide. 

As Enthufiafm is a kind of excefs in de» 
votion, Superftition is the excefs not only 
of devotion, but of religion in general ; ac- 
cording to an old Heathen faying, quoted 
by Aulus Gellius, Religentem ejfe oportet, 
Religiofum nefas ; A man fliould be religi- 
ous, not fuperftitious: for, as the author tells 
us, Nigidius obferved upon this paffage, 
that the Latin words which terminate in 
ofus generally imply vicious characters, and 
the having of any quality to an excefs. 

An Enthufiaft in religion is like an ob- 
ftinate clown, a fuperftitious man like an 
infipid courtier. Enthufiafm has fomething 
in itofmadnefs; Superftition, of folly. Moft 
of the fefts that fdl fliort of the Church 
of England have in them ftrong tinftures 
of Enthufiafm, as the Roman Catholic 
Religion is one huge, overgrown body of 
childiih and idle Superftitions. 

The Roman Catholic Church feems in- 
deed irrecoverably loft in this particular. 
If an abfurd drefs or behaviour be intro- 
N % duced 
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duced in the world, it will foon be found 
out, and difcarded. On the contrary, a 
habit or ceremony, though never fo ridi- 
culous, which has taken fanftuary in the 
Church, fticks in it for ever. A Gothic 
Bifliop, perhaps, thought it proper to re- 
peat fuch a form in fuch particular (hoes 
or flippers; another fancied it would be 
very decent, if fuch a part of public devo- 
tions were performed with a mitre on his 
head, and a crofier in his hand : to this a 
brother Vandal, as wife as the others, adds 
an antick drefs, which he conceived would 
allude very aptly to fuch and fuch myf- 
teries; till by degrees the whole office has 
degenerated into an empty (how. 

Their fucceflbrs fee the vanity and in- 
convenience of thefe ceremonies ; but, in- 
ftead of reforming, perhaps add others, 
which they think more fignificant, and 
which take pofleilion in the fame manner, 
an4 are never to be driven out, after they 
have been once admitted. I have feen the 
Pope officiate at St. Peter's, where, for two 
hours together, he was bufied in putting 
on or off his different accoutrements, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the different parts he was to aft 
in them. 

Nothing is fo glorious in the eyes of 
mankind^ and ornamental to human na- 
ture, fetting afide the infinite advantages 
which arife from it, as a ftrong, ft^y, 
mafculine piety : but Enthufiafm and Su- 
perftition are the weaknefles of human 
reafon, that expofe us to the fcorn and de- 
rifion of infidels, and fink us even below 
the beafts that perifh.^ 

Idolatry may be looked upon as another 
error arifing from miftaken devotion : but 
becaufe reflexions on that fubje£l would 
be of no ufe to an Englifh reader, I fliall 
not enlarge upon it. L. 



OMNIBUS IN TERR)S, QUS SUNT A GADIBUS USQUE 
AURORAM ET OAN6EM, PAUCI DIGNOSCBRE P0S8UNT 
▼ ERA BONA, ATQUEILLJS MULTUM DIVERSA, REMOTA 
ERRORI8 NEBULA JUV. 

In my laft Saturday's paper I Izdd down 
fome thoughts upon devotion in general, 
?md (hall here fhew what were the notions 
of the moft refined Heathens on this fub- 
N 3 jea. 
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jeft, as they are reprefented in Plato's 
dialogue upon Prayer^ entitled^ Alcibiades 
the Second, which doubtlefs gave occafion 
to Juvenal's tenth Satire, and to thefecond 
Satire of Perfius ; as the laft of thefe authors 
has almoft tranfcribed the preceding dia- 
logue, entitled, Alcibiades the Firft, in his 
fourth Satire. 

The fpeakers in this dialogue upon 
Prayer are Socrates and Alcibiades ; and 
the fubftance of it (when drawn together 
out of the intricacies and digreflions) as 
follows. 

Socrates meedng his pupil Alcibiades, 
as he was going to his devotions, and ob* 
ferving his eyes to be fixed upon the earth 
with great ferioufnefs and attention, tells 
him, that he had reafon to be thoughtful 
on that occafion, fince it was poffible for 
a man to bring down evils upon himfelf 
by his own prayers; and that thofe things 
which the Gods fend him, in anfwer to his 
petitions, might turn to his deftruSion : 
This, fays he, may not only happen, when 
a man prays for what he knows is mif- 
chievous in its own nature, as Oedipus 

im» 
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implored the Gods to few difieniion be- 
tween his fons; but when he prays for 
what he believes would be for his good^ 
and againft what he believes would be to 
his detriment. This the Philofopher (hews 
muft neceflarily happen among us^ iince 
moft men are blinded with ignorance, 
prejudice, or paffion, which hinder them 
from feeing fiich things as are really be- 
neficial to them. For an inftance, he alks 
Alcibiades, whether he woidd not be 
thoroughly pleafed and fatisfied, if that 
Grod, to whom he was going to addrefs 
himfelf, fhould promife to make him the 
fovereign of the whole earth ? Alcibiades' 
anfwers. That he fliould doubtlefs look 
upon fuch a promife as the greateft favour 
that could be beftowed upon him. Socra- 
tes then aflcs him, if, after receiving this 
great favour, he would be contented to lofe 
his life ? or if he would receive it, though 
he was fure he fhould make an ill ufe of 
it? To both which queftions Alcibiades 
anfwers in the negative.^ Socrates then 
ihews him, from the examples of others, 
how thefe might probably be the effe&s of 
N 4 fuch 
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fuch a blefling. He then adds, that other 
reputed pieces of good fortune, as that of 
having afon, or procuring the higheft poft 
in a government, are fubjedt to the like 
fatal confequences ; which neverthelefs, 
fays he, men ardently defire, and would 
not fail to pray for, if they thought their 
prayers might be effe&ual for the obtain- 
ing of them. 

Having eftabliflied this great point, that 
all the moft apparent bleffings in this life 
are obnoxious to fuch dreadful confe- 
quences, and that no man knows what in 
its events would prove to him a blefling 
or a curie, he teaches Alcibiades after 
what manner he ought to pray. 

In the firft place, he recommends to 
him, as the model of his devotions, a (hort 
prayer, which a Greek Poet compofed for 
the ufe of his friends, in the following 
words : ^ O Jupiter, give us thofe things 
^ which are good for us, whether they are 
• fuch things as we pray for, or fuch things 
^ as we do not pray for; and remove from 
' us thofe things which are hurtful, though 
f they are fuch things as w^ pray for.* 

In 
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In the fecond place, that his difciple 
may afk fuch things as are expedient for 
him, he ihews him, that it is abfolutely 
neceffary to apply himfelf to the ftudy of 
true wifdom, and to the knowledge of that 
which is his chief good, and the moft 
fuitable to the excellency of his nature. 

In the third and laft place he informs 
him, that the beft methods he could make 
ufe of to draw down bleflings upon him- 
felf, and to render his prayers acceptable, 
would be to live in a conflant praftice of 
his duty towards the Gods and towards 
men. Under this head he very much re- 
commends a form of prayer the Lacedae- 
monians made ufe of, in which they peti- 
tion the Gods to give them all good things, 
fo long as they were virtuous. Under this 
head likewife he gives a very remarkable 
account of an Oracle, to the following 
purpofe. 

When the Athenians, in the war with 
the Lacedaemonians, received many defeats 
both by fea and land, they fent a meflage 
to the Oracle of Jupiter Ammon, to aik 
the reafon why they, who erefted fo many 

tem- 
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temples to the Gods^ and adorned tbem 
with fuch coftly offerings; why they, who 
had inftituted fo many fefiivals, and ac- 
companied them with fuch pomps and ce- 
remonies; in fliort, why they, who had 
flain fo many hecatombs at their altars, 
fhould be lefs fuccefsfiil than the Lacedae- 
monians, who fell fo ihort of them in all 
thefe particulars. To this, fays he, the Ora- 
cle made the following reply : * I am better 

* pleafed with the prayer of the Lacedaencio- 
^ nians, than with all the oblations of the 

* Greeks.* As this prayer implied and en- 
couraged virtue in thofe who made it, the 
Philofopher proceeds to fliew how the mod 
vicious man might be devout, fo far as 
vidims could make him; but that his 
offerings were regarded by the Gods as 
bribes, and his petitions as blafphemies. 
He likewife quotes on this occafion two 
verfes out of Homer, in which the Poet 
fays, that the fcent of the Trojan facrifices 
was carried up to heaven by the winds ; 
but that it was not acceptable to the Gods, 
who were difpleafed with Priam and all his 
people. 

The 
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The conclufion of this dialogue is very 
remarkable. Socrates having deterred Al- 
cibiades from the prayers and facrifioe^ 
which he was going to offer, by fetting 
forth tlie above-mentioned difficulties of 
performing that duty as he ought, adds 
thefe words : We muft therefore wait till 
fuch time as we may learn how we ought 
to behave ourfelves towards the Gods and 
towards men. — But when will that time 
come? fays Alcibiades; and who is it will 
inftruft us? for I would fain fee this man, 
whoever he is.— It is one,fay8 Socrates, who 
takes care of you : but as Homer tells us, 
that Minerva removed the mill from Dio- 
mede's eyes, that he might plainly difcover 
both Gods and men ; fo the darknefs that 
hangs upon your mind muft be removed, 
before you are able to difcern what is good 
and what is evil. — Let him remove from 
my mind, fays Alcibiades, the darknefs, 
and what elfe he pleafes ; I am determined 
to refufe nothing he fhall order me, who- 
ever he is, fo that I may become the better 
man by it. — ^The remaining part of this 
dialogue is very obfcure : there is fome- 

thing 
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thing in it, that would make us think So- 
crates hinted at himfelf, when he fpoke of 
this Divine Teacher, who was to come into 
the world, did he not own that he hirafelf 
was in this refpe6): as much at a lofs, and 
in as great diftrefs, as the reft of man- 
kind. 

Some learned men look upon this con- 
clufion as apredi6tion of our Saviour, or at 
leaft that Socrates, like the High-prieft, 
prophefied unknowingly, and pointed at 
that Divine Teacher, who was to come into 
the world fome ages after him. However 
that may be, we find that this great Philo- 
fopher faw, by the light of reafon, that it 
was fuitable to the goodnefs of the Divine 
Nature, to fend a perfon into the world, 
who (hould inftruft mankind in the duties 
of religion, and, in particular, teach them 
how to pray. 

Whoever reads this abftraft of Plato's 
Difcourfe on Prayer, will, I believe, natu- 
rally make this refleftion; that the great 
Founder of our religion, as well by his own 
example, as in the form of prayer which 
he taught his difciples, did not only keep 

up 
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up to thofe rules which the light of nature 
had fuggefted to this great Philofopher, 
but inftru£led his difciples in the whole 
extent of this duty, as well as of all others. 
He direfted them to the proper obje£k of 
adoration, and taught them, according to 
the third rule above mentioned, to apply 
themfelves to him in their clofets, with- 
out (how or oflentation; and to worihip 
him in fpirit and in truth. As the Lace- 
daemonians, in their form of prayer, im- 
plored the Grods in general to give them 
all good things fo long as they were vir- 
tuous, we a(k in particular that our of- 
fences may be forgiven as we forgive 
thpfe of others. If we look into the fe- 
cond rule, which Socrates has prefcribed, 
namely, that we fhould apply ourfelves to 
the knowledge of fuch things as are beft 
for us, this too is explained at large in 
the doArines of the Grofpel, where we are 
taught in feveral inftances to regard thofe 
things as curfes, which appear as bleffings 
in the eye of the world ; and, on the con* 
trary^ to efleem thofe things as bleffings, 

which 



Digitized by Google 



190 THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

which to the generality of mankind appear 
as curies. Thus in the form which is pre- 
fcribed to us we only pray for that happi- 
nefs which is our chief good, and the great 
end of our exiftence, when we petition the 
Supreme Being for the coming of his 
kingdom; being folicitous for no other 
temporal bleiling, but our d^y fuftenance. 
On the other fide, we pray againft nothing 
but Sin, and againft Evil in general, leav- 
ing it with Omnifcience to determine 
what is really fuch. If we look into the 
firft of Socrates's rules of prayer, in which 
he recommends the above-mentioned form 
of the ancient Poet, we find that form 
not only comprehended, but very much 
improved in the petition, wherein we pray 
to the Supreme Being, that his will may 
be done; which is of the fame force with 
that form which our Saviour ufed, when 
he prayed againft the mofl: painful and 
moft ignominious of deaths, Nevertbelefs 
not my will, but thine be Jo^i^.— This 
comprehenfive petition is the moft hum- 
ble, as well as the moft prudent, that can 

be 
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be offered up from the creature to his 
Creator^ as it fuppofes the Supreme Be- 
ing wills nothing but what is for our 
good^ and that he knows better than our- 
felves what is fo. L. 
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SECTION V. 

ADVANTAGES OF REVELATION ABOVE 
NATURAL REASON. 



— -QUICQUID DIONUM 8API£NT£ BONOQUB £ST. HOR. 

XvELIGION may be confidered under 
two general heads. The firil comprehends 
what we are to believe, the other what 
we are to praftife. By thofe things which 
we are to believe, I mean whatever is re- 
vealed to us in the Holy Writings, and 
which we could not have obt^ned the 
knowledge of by the light of nature : by 
the things which we are to pra£tife, I 
mean all thofe duties, to which we are 
directed by reafon or natural religion. 
The firft of thefe I fhall diftinguifti by the 
name of Faith; the fecond, by that of 
Morality. 

If we look into the more ferious part of 
mankind, we find many who lay fo great 
a ftrefs upon Faith, that they negle6l Mo- 
rality J and many who build fo much upon 
Morality, that they do not piBiy a due re- 
gard 
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gard to Faith. The perfect man (hould be 
defe6tiye in neither of thefe particulars^ as 
will be very evident to thofe who confider 
the benefits which arife from each of them^ 
and which I (hall make the fubje& of this 
day's paper. 

Notwithftanding this general divifion 
of Chriftian duty into Morality and Faith, 
and that they have both their peculiar ex- 
cellencies, the firft has the pre-eminence 
in feveral refpeAs. 

Firft, Becaufe the greateft part of Mo- 
rality (as I have ftated the notion of it) is 
of a fixt, eternal nature, and will endure 
when Faith (hall fail, and be loft in con- 
vi&ion. 

Secondly, Becaufe a perfon may be qua- 
lified to do greater good to mankind, and 
become more beneficial to the world, by 
Morality without Faith, than by Faith 
without Morality. 

Thirdly,BecaijJe Morality gives a greater 
perfection to human nature, by quieting 
the mind, moderating the paifions, and 
advancing the happinefs of every man in 
his private capacity. 

o Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Becaufe the rule of Morality 
is much more certain than that of Fgdth, 
all the civilized nations of the world agree- 
ing in the great points of Morality^ as 
much as they differ in thofe of Faith. 

Fifthly, Becaufe Infidelity is not of fo 
malignant a nature as Immorality ; or, to 
put the fame reafon in another light, be- 
caufe it is generally owned, there may be 
falvation for a virtuous infidel, (particularly 
in, the cafe of invincible ignorance) but 
none for a vicious believer. 

Sixthly, Becaufe Fidth feems to draw its 
principal, if not all its excellency from the 
influence it has upon Morality; as we 
(hall fee more at large, if we confider 
wherein confifts the excellency of Faith, 
or the belief of revealed religion ; and this 
I think is, 

Firft, In explaining and canying to 
greater heights feveral points of Morality. 

Secondly, In fumifhing new and ilronger 
motives to enforce the pra&ice of Mo- 
rality. 

Thirdly, In giving us more amiable 
ideas of the Supreme Being, more en- 

dear- 
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dearing notions of one another^ and a 
true ftate of ourfelves, both in regard to 
the grandeur and vilenefs of our natures. 

Fourthly, By (hewing us the blacknefs 
and deformity of vice, which in the Chrif- 
tian fyftem is fo very great, that he who 
18 poffeffed of all perfeflion, and the Sove- 
reign Judge of it, is reprefented by feveral 
of our Divines as hating fin to the fame de- 
gree that he loves the facred Perfon, who 
was made the propitiation of it. 

Fifthly, In being the ordinary and pre- 
fcribed method of making Morality effec- 
tual to iaivation. 

I have only touched on thefe feveral 
heads, which every one who is converfant 
in difcourfes of this nature will eafily en- 
large upon in his own thoughts, and draw 
conclufions from them, which may be ufe- 
fill to him in the conduft of his life. One, 
I am fure, is fo obvious, that he cannot 
mifs it, namely, that a man cannot be per- 
feft in his fcheme of Morality, who does 
not ftrengthen and fupport it with that of 
the Chriftian Faith. 

Befides this, I fhall lay down two or 
o a three 
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three other maxims^ which I think we 
may deduce from what has been fiud. 

Firft, That we ihould be particularly 
cautious of making any thing an article of 
Fiuth^ which does not contribute to the 
confirmation or improvement of Morality. 

Secondly, That no article of Faith can 
be true and authentic, which weakens or 
fubverts the praftical part of Religion^ or 
what I have hitherto called Morality. 

Thirdly, That the greateft friend of Mo- 
rality, or natural Religion, cannot poflibly 
apprehend any danger from embracing 
Chriftianity, as it is preferved pure and 
uncorrupt in the do£bines of our national 
Church. 

There is likewife another maxim, which 
I think may be drawn from the forego- 
ing confiderations, which is this; that we 
ihould, in all dubious points, confider any 
ill confequences that may arife from them, 
fuppofing they fliould be erroneous, before 
we give up our affent to them. 

For example, in that difputable point 
of perfecuting men for confcience fake, 
befides the embittering their minds with 

hatred, 
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hatred^ indignation^ and all the vehemence 
<rf refentment, and enfnaring them to pro- 
fefs what they do not believe, we cut them 
off from the pleafures and advantages of 
fociety, afflid their bodies, diftrefs their 
fortunes, hurt their reputations, ruin their 
families, make their lives painful, or put 
an end to them. Sure when I fee fuch 
dreadful confequencesariiing from a prin- 
ciple, I would be as fully convinced of the 
truth of it, as of a mathematical demon- 
'ftration, before I would venture to a£i: upon 
it, or make it a part of my religion. 

In this cafe the injury done our neigh- 
bour is plain and evident ; the principle, 
that puts us upon doing it, of a dubious 
and difputable nature. Morality feems 
highly violated by the one ; and whether 
or no a zeal for what a man thinks the true 
fyftem of faith may juftify it, is very uur 
certain. I cannot but think, if our reli- 
gion produce charity as well as zeal, it 
will not be for (hewing itfelf by fuch cruel 
infiances. But, to conclude with the words 
of an excellent author, ^ We have Juft 
o 3 * enough 
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^ enough religion to make us hate^ but not 
^ enough to make us love one another.' C. 



Socrates apud Xen. 

It was the common boaft of the Hea- 
then Philofophers, that^ by the efEcacy of 
their feveral dofbrines, they made human 
nature refemble the divine. How much 
miftaken foever they might be in the fe- 
veral means they propofed for this end, it 
muft be owned^ that the defign was great 
and glorious. The fineft works of inven- 
tion and ima^nation are of very little 
weight, when put in the balance with 
what refines and exalts the rational mind. 
Longinus excufes Homer very handfomely, 
when he fays the Poet made his Gods like 
men, that he might make his men appear 
like the Gods. But it muft be allowed that 
feveral of the ancient Philofophers aded^ 
as Cicero wifhes Homer had done; they 
endeavoiu-ed rather to make men like 
Gods, than Gods like men. 

Accord- 
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According to this general maxim in 
philofophy, fome of them have endea- 
voured to place men in fuch a ftate of 
pleafure, or indolence at leaft, as they 
vainly imagined the happinefs of the Su- 
preme Being to confift in. On the other 
hand, the moft virtuous feft of Philofo- 
phers have created a chimerical wife man, 
whom they made exempt frompaffion and 
pain, and tiiought it enough to pronounce 
him all-fufficient. 

This laft charaSer, when diverted of the 
glare of human philofophy that furrounds 
it, fignifies no more, than that a good anc( 
wife man fhould fo arm himfelf with pa- 
tience, as not to yield tamely to the vio- 
lence of paffion and pain ; that he fhould 
learn fo to fupprefs and contra£t his de- 
fires, as to have few wants ; and that he 
fhould cherifh fo many virtues in his foul, 
as to have a perpetual fource of pleafure 
in himfelf. 

The ChrifUan religion requires, that, 

after having framed the beft idea we are 

able of the Divine Nature, it fhould be 

our next care to conform oiufelves to it, 

04 as 
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as far as our imperfeftions will permit. I 
might mention feveral paflages in the ia- 
cred Writings on this head^ to which I 
might add many maxims and wife layings 
of moral authors among the Greeks and 
Romans. 

I fhall only inftance a remarkable paf- 
fiige^ to this purpofe^ out of Julian's Cas- 
fars. The Emperor having reprefented 
all the Roman Emperors^ with Alexander 
the Great^ as pailing in review before the 
Gods^ and ftriving for the fuperiority, lets 
them all drop, excepting Alexander, Ju- 
lius Caefar, Auguftus Caelar, Trajan, Mar- 
cus Aurelius, and Conftantine. Each of 
thefe great heroes of antiquity lays in his 
claim for the upper place; and, in order 
to it, fets forth his actions after the moft 
advantageous manner. But the Gods, in- 
ftead of being dazzled with the luftre of 
their anions, enquire, by Mercury, into 
the proper motive and governing princi- 
ple, that influenced them throughout the 
whole feries of their lives and exploits. 
Alexander tells them, that his aim was to 
conquer ; Julius Caefar, that his was to 

gain 
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gain the higheft poft in his country; Au- 
guftus, to govern well ; Trajan, tiiat his 
was the fame as that of Alexander, namely, 
to conquer. The queflion, at length, was 
put to Marcus Aurelius, who replied, with 
great modefiy, that it had always been his 
care to imitate the Gods. This condud 
feems to have gained him the moft votes 
and beft place in the whole affembly. 
Marcus Aurelius being afterwards aiked 
to explain himfelf, declares, that, by imi. 
tating the Gods, he endeavoured to imi- 
tate them in the ufe of his underftanding, 
and of all other &culties ; and in particu- 
lar, that it was always his ftudy to have 
as few wants as poffible in himfelf, and to 
do all the good he could to others. 

Among the many methods, by which 
revealed religion has advanced morality, 
this is one ; that it has given us a more 
juft and perfefl idea of that Being, whom 
every reafonable creature ought to.imitate. 
The young man, in a heathen Comedy, 
might juftify his lewdnefs by the example 
of Jupiter : as, iqdeed, there was fcarce 
any prime, that might not be countenanced 

by 
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by thofe notions of the Deity, which pre- 
vailed among the common people in the 
heathen world. Revealed religion fets 
forth a proper objeft for imitation, in that 
Being who is the pattern, as well as the 
fource, of all fpiritual perfection. 

While we remsdn in this life, we are 
fubjeCt to innumerable temptations, which, 
if liilened to, will make us deviate firom 
reafon and goodnefs, the only things 
wherein we can imitate the Supreme Be- 
ing. In the next life we meet with no- 
thing to excite our inclinations, that doth 
not deferve them. I fhall therefore difmifs 
my reader with this maxim, viz. Our hap- 
pinefs in this world proceeds from the fup- 
preffion of our deiires; but in the next 
world, from the gratification of them. 



— -ftUIS ENIM VIRTUTBM AMPLECTITUR IPSAM, 
VRJEMIA SI T0LLA8 ? Juv. 

IT is ufual vnih polemical writers to ob- 
jeft ill defigns to their adverfaries. ^ This 
turns their argument into fatire, which, 
inftead of (hewing an error in the under- 

ftanding, 
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ftanding, tends only to expofe the morals 
of thofe they write againft. I ihall not aSt 
suiter this manner with refpeft to the Free- 
thinkers. Virtue^ and the happinefs of fo- 
ciety, are the great ends^ which all men 
ought to promote, and fome of that feft 
would be thought to have at heart above 
the reft of mankind. But fuppoiing thofe 
who make that profeffion to carry on a 
good defign in the fimplicity of their 
hearts, and according to their beft know- 
ledge, yet it is much to be feared, thofe 
well-meaning fouls, while they endea- 
voured to recommend virtue, have in re- 
ality been advancing the interefts of vice, 
which as I take to proceed from their ig- 
norance of human nature, we may hope, 
when they become fenfible of their mif- 
take, they will, in confequence of that be- 
neficent principle they pretend to aft 
upon, reform their practice for the fu- 
ture. 

The Sages, whom I have in my eye, 
fpeak of virtue as the moft amiable thing 
in the world ; but at the fame time that 
they extol her beauty, they take care to 

leifen 
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leflen her portion. Such innocent crea- 
tures are they, and fo great (Irangers to 
the world, that they think this a likely 
method to increafe the numher of her 
admirers. 

Virtue has in herfelf the moft engaging 
charms ; and Chriftianity, as it places her 
in the ftrongeft light, and adorned with 
all her native attra£kions, fo it kindles a 
new fire in the foul, by adding to them 
the unutterable rewards, which attend her 
votaries in an eternal ftate. Or if there 
are men of a (atumine and heavy complex- 
ion, who are not eafily lifted up by hope, 
there is the profpe£t of everlafting punifli- 
ment to agitate their fouls, and to frighten 
them into the practice of virtue, and an 
averfion from vice. 

Whereas your fober Freethinkers tell 
you, that virtue indeed is beautiful, and 
vice deformed ; the former deferves your 
love, and the latter your abhorrence : but 
then it is for their own fake, or on ac- 
count of the good and evil which imme- 
diately attend them, and are infeparable 
from their refpeftive natures. As for the 

im- 



Digitized by Google 



ABOVE NATURAL REASON. 305 

immortality of the foul, or eternal punifh- 
ments and rewards, thofe are openly ridi- 
culed, or rendered fufpicious by the moft 
ily and laboured artifice. 

I will not fay, thefe men aft treacher- 
oufly in the caufe of virtue: but, will 
any one deny, that they aft foolifhly, who 
pretend to advance the intereft of it by 
deftroying or weakening the ftrongeft mo- 
tives to it, which are accommodated to all 
capacities, and fitted to work on all difpofi- 
tions, and enforcing thofe alone, which can 
affeft only a generous and exalted mind? 

Surely they muft be deftitute of pailion 
themfelves, and unacquainted with the 
force it hath on the minds of others, who 
can imagine that the mere beauty of for- 
titude, temperance, and juftice, is fuflScient 
to fuftain the mind of man in a fevere 
courfe of felf-denial againft all the temp- 
tations of prefent profit and fenfuality . 

It is my opinion the Freethinkers 
fhould be treated as a fet of poor ignorant 
creatures, that have not fenfe to difcover 
the excellency of religion ; it being evi- 
dent thofe men are no witches, nor likely 

to 
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to be guilty of any deep defign, who pro- 
cbdm aloud to the worlds that they have 
lefs motives of honefty than the reft of 
their fellow-fubje£l:8 ; who have all the 
inducements to the exercife of any virtue 
which a Freethinker can poffibly have^ 
and^ beiides, the expefbition of never- 
ending happinefs or mifery, as the confe- 
quence of their choice. 

Are not men actuated by their paflions? 
and are not hope and fear the moft power- 
ful of our paffions? and are there any ob- 
jefts, which can roufe and awaken our 
hopes and fears^ like thofe profpe&s that 
warm and penetrate the heart of a Chrif- 
tian, but are not regarded by a Free- 
thinker ? 

It is not only a clear pointy that a 
Chriftian breaks through ftronger engage- 
ments, whenever he furrenders himfelf to 
commit a criminal a6i:ion^ and is ftung 
with a fharper remorfe after it, than a 
Freethinker ; but it fhould even feem 
that a man, who believes no future ftate, 
would a6k a foolifli part in being tho- 
roughly honeft. For what reafon is there 

why- 
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why fuch a one fhould pofipone his own 
private intereft or pleafure to the doing 
his duty? If a Chriftian foregoes fome 
prefent advantage for the fake of his con- 
fcience^ he ads accountahly, becaufe it is 
with the view of gaining fome greater 
future good. But he that^ having no fuch 
view, (hould yet confcientioufly deny him- 
felf a prefent good in any incident where 
he may fave appearances, is altogether as 
ftupid as he that would truft him at fuch 
ajun£hire. 

It will perhaps be faid, that virtue is her 
own reward ; that a natural gratification 
attends good a£tions, which is alone fuffi- 
cient to excite men to the performance of 
them. But although there is nothing 
more lovely than virtue, and the pradkice 
of it is the fureft way to folid natural hap- 
pinefs, even in this life ; yet titles, eftates, 
and fantaftical pleafures, are more ar- 
dently fought after by moft men, than 
the natural gratifications of a reafonable 
mind ; and it cannot be denied, that vir- 
tue and innocence are not always the rea- 
died methods to attain that fort of hap- 

pineft. 
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pinefs. Befides^ the fumes of paffion muft 
be allayed^ and reafon muft bum brighter 
than ordinary, to enable men to fee and 
reliih all the native beauties and delights 
of a virtuous life. And though we (hould 
grant our Freethinkers to be a fet of re- 
fined fpirits, capable only of being ena- 
moured of virtue ; yet what would become 
of the bulk of mankind, who have grofs 
under ftandings, but lively fenfes and ftrong 
pailions ? What a deluge of lufi, and fraud, 
and violence, would in a little time over- 
flow the whole nation, if thefe wife advo- 
cates for morality were univerially heark- 
ened to! Laftly,opportunities dofometimes 
offer, in which a man may wickedly make 
his fortune, or indulge a pleafure, without 
fear of temporal damage, either in repu- 
tation, health, or fortune. In fuch cafes 
what reftnunt do they lie under, who have 
no regards beyond the grave! the inward 
compun£Uons of a wicked, as well as the 
joys of an upright mind being grafted on 
the fenfe of another ftate. 

The thought, that our exiftence termi- 
nates with this life, doth naturally check 

the 
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the foul in any generous purfuit^ oontra& 
her views^ and fix them on temporary and 
lelfifh ends. It dethrones the reafon, ex- 
tinguifhes all noble and heroic fenti- 
ments, and fubje&s the mind to the (la- 
very of every prefent paffion. The wife 
Heathens of antiquity were not ignorant 
of this: hence they endeavoured by fables 
and conjectures^ and the glimmerings of 
nature, to poflefs the minds of men with 
the belief of a future flate, which has 
been fince brought to light by the Gofpel, 
and is now moft inconfiftently decried by 
a few weak men, who would have us be- 
lieve that they promote virtue by turning 
religion into ridicule* 

M£NS AOITAT MOLBM ViRO. 

X O one who regards things with a phi- 
lofophical eye, and hath a foul capable of 
being delighted with the fenfe that truth 
and knowledge prevail among men, it 
muft be a grateful refle£tion to think that 
the fublimeft truths, which among the 
Heathens only here and there one of 
p bright^ 
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brighter parts and more leifure than ordi-* 
nary could attain to, are now grown fami- 
liar to the meaneft inhabitants of thefe 
nations. 

Whence came this furprifing change, 
that re^ons formerly inhabited by igno- 
rant and favage peofde (hould now outfhiiie 
ancient Greece, and the other eaftem coun- 
tries, fo renowned of old, in the moft ele* 
vated notions of theology and morality ? 
Is it the effeSt of our own parts and induf- 
try ? Have our common mechanics more 
refined underftandings than the ancient 
philofophers ? It is owing to the God of 
truth, who came down from heav«:i, and 
condefcended to be himfelf our teacher. 
It is as we are Chriflians, that we profefs 
more excellent and divine truths than the 
reft of mankind. 

If there be any of the Freethinkers, 
who are not direct atheifts, charity would 
incline one to believe them ignorant of 
what is here advanced. And it is for their 
information that I write this paper, the 
defign of which is to compare the ideas 
that Chriftians entertain of the b^g and 

attri- 



Digitized by Google 



ABOVE KATUBAL REASON. 211 

attributes of a God^ with the grofs notions 
of the heathen world. Isitpoffible forthe 
mind of man to conceive a more auguft 
idea of the Deity, than is fet forth in the 
holy Scriptures ? I fliall throw together 
fome paflages relating to this fubje<%, 
which I propofe only as philofophical 
fentiments, to be confidered by a Free- 
thinker. 

* Though there be that are called Gods^ 
^ yet to us there is but one God. He 
^ made the heaven and heaven of hea- 
* vens, with all their hoft ; the earth and 
^ all things that are therein ; the feas and 
^ all that is therein : he faid. Let them be, 
^ and it was fo. He hath ftretched forth 
^ the heavens. He hath founded the earth, 
^ and hung it upon nothing. He hath fhut 
^ up the fea with doors, and laid, Hither- 
' to (halt thou come, and no further, and 
^here (hall thy proud waves be ftayed. 
^ The Lord is an invifible Spirit, in whom 
^ we live, and move, and have our being. 
^ He is the fountain of life. He preferveth 
^ man and beaft. He giveth food to all 
' flefh. In his hand is the foul of every 
p z ^ liv- 
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living thing, and the breath of all man* 
kind. The Lord maketh poor and mal&- 
eth rich. He bringeth low ^d lifteth 
up. He killeth and maketh alive. - j He 
woundeth and healeth. By him kings 
reign, and princes decree juftice^ and 
not a fparrov(r &lleth to the ground with- 
out him. All angels^ audiorities, and 
powers are fubjed to him. He appoint- 
eth the moon for feafons, and the fun 
knoweth his going down. He thunder- 
eth with his voiee^ and dire£leth it un- 
der the whole heaven^ and his light- 
ning unto. the ends of the earth. Fire 
and hail, fnow and vapour, wind and 
ftorm fulfil his word. The I^rd is King 
for ever and ever, and his dominion is 
an everlafling dominion. The earth and 
the heavens {ball perifh; but thou^ O 
Lord, remaineft. They all (hall wax old, 
as doth a garment, and as a veflure (halt 
thou fold them up, and they (hall be 
changed; but thou art the fame, and 
thy years ihall have no end. God is per- 
fect in knowledge : his underftanding is 
infinite. He is the Father of lights. He 

^ iooketh 
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^ looketh to the ends of the esoth^ and 

* feeth under the whole heaven. The 
' Lord beholdeth all the children of men 
'^ from the place of his habitadon^ and 
^ confidereth all their works. He know- 
^ eth our down-fitting and up-rifing. He 
^ compafTeth our path^ and counteth our 
^ fteps. He is acquainted with all our 
^ ways ; and when we enter our clofet, 
^ and fhiit our door, he feeth us. He 

* knoweth the things that come into our 
^ mind, every one of them ; and no 

* thought can be withholden from him. 
^ The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
^ mercies are over all his works. He is a 
' father of the fatherlefs, and a judge of 

* the widow. He is the God qf peace, the 
' Father of mercies, and the God of all 

* comfort and confolation. The Lord is 
' great, and we know him not : his great- 
^ nefs is unfearchable. Who but he hath 
^ meafured the waters in the hollow of his 
^ hand, and meted out the heavens with a 
< fpan ? Thine, O Lord, is the greatnefs, 
« and the power, and the glory, and the 
^ yiftory, and the roajefty. Thou art very 

P3 'great. 
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* great, thou art clothed with honour. 

* Heaven is thy throne, and earth is thy 
' footftool.' 

Can the mind of a philofbpher rife to a 
more juft and magnificent, and, at the fame 
time, a more amiable idea of the Deity, 
than is here fet forth in the ftrongefi 
images and mod emphatical language? 
And yet this is the language of (hepherds 
and fifhermen. The illiterate Jews and 
poor perfecuted Chriftians retained thefe 
noble fentiments, while the polite and 
powerful nations of the earth were given 
up to that fottiih fort of worftiip, of which 
the following elegant defcription is ex- 
tracted from one of the infpired writers. 

' Who hath formed a God or molten 

* an image that is profitable for nothing ? 

* The fmith with the tongs both worketh 
^ in the coals, and faihioneth it with ham- 
' mers, and worketh it with the ftrength 
^ of his arms : yea, he is hungry and his 

* ftrength failetii. He drinketh no water, 
^ and is faint. A man planteth an aih, and 
^the nun doth nourifli it. He bumeth 
^ part thereof in the fire. He roafteth roaft. 

^He 
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^ He warmeth bimfelf. And the refiduc 
^ thereof he maketh a God* He falleth 
^ down unto it^ and woHhippeth it^ and 
^ prayeth unto it^ and iaith^ Deliver me^ 
* for thou art my God. None confidereth 
^ in his hearty I have burnt part of it in 
^ the fire; yea, alfo, I have baked bread 
^ upon the coals thereof; I have roafted 
^ flefh, and eaten it ; and ihall I make the 
^ refidue thereof an abomination ? (hall I 
^ &11 down to the flock of a tree ?' 

In fuch circumflances as thefe, for a 
man to declare for Freethinkii)g, and dif* 
engage himfelf from the yoke of Idolatry, 
were doing honour to human nature, and 
a work well becoming the great alTerters 
of reafon. But in a church, where our 
adoration is directed to the Supreme Be- 
ing, and (to fay the leaft) where is no- 
thing, either in the objeft or manner of 
worfliip, that contradiAs the light of na- 
ture, there, under the pretence of Free- 
thinking, to rail at the religious inftitu- 
tions of their country, flieweth an undif- 
tinguifhing genius, that miilakes oppofi- 
tion for freedom of thought. And, in- 
p 4 deed. 
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deed^ notwithftanding the pretences of 
fome few among our Freethinkers, I can 
hardly think there are men fo ftupid and 
inconfiftent with themfelves, as to have a 
ferious regard for natural religion, and at 
the fame time ule their utmoft endeavours 
to deftroy the credit of thofe facred writ- 
ings, which as they have been the means 
of bringing thefe parts of the world to the 
knowledge of natural religion, fo, in cafe 
they lofe their authority over the minds, 
of men, we (hould of courfe fink into the 
. lame idolatry which we fee pra&ifed by 
other unenlightened nations* 

If a perfon, who exerts himfelf in the 
modern way of Freethinking, be not a 
ftupid idolater, it is undeniable that he 
contributes all he can to the making 
other men fo, either by ignorance or de- 
fign ; which lays him under the dilemma, 
I will not fay of being a fool or a knave, 
but of incurring the contempt or detefta- 
tion of mankind. 



SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 

EXCELLENCY OF THE CHRISTIAN INSTI- 
TUTION. 



— APTIS8IMA QUAQUE DABUNT DII, 

CHAAIOR BST ILLIS HOMO, fiUAM fIBI—- — JUV. 

J.T is owing to pride^ and a fecret afTedia* 
tion of a certsdn felf-exiftence^ that the 
nobleft motive for a£kion that ever was 
propofed to man is not acknowledged 
the glory and happinefs of their being. 
The heart is treacherous to itfelf^ and we 
do not let our refle£iion8 go deep enough 
to receive religion as the moft honourable 
incentive to good and worthy actions. ' It 
is our natural weaknefs to flatter ourfelves 
into a belief, that, if we fearch into our 
inmoft thoughts, we find ourfelves wholly 
difinterefted, and divefted of any views 
arifing from felf-love and vain-glory. But 
however fpirits of fuperficialgreatnefsmay 
difdain, at firft fight, to do any thing, but 
from a noble impulfe in themfelves, without 

any 
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any future regards in this or another be- 
ing ; upon ftriAer enquiry they will find, 
to aft worthily and expert to be rewarded 
only in another world, is as heroic a pitch 
of virtue as human nature can arrive at. If 
the tenor of our aftions have any other 
motive, than the defire to be pleating in 
the eye of the Deity, it will neceflkrily 
follow, that we muft be more than men, if 
we are not too much exalted in profperity, 
and depreffcd in adverfity. But the Chrif- 
tian world has a leader, the contemplation 
of whofe life and fufFerings muft adminifter 
comfort in affliction, while the fenfe of his 
power and omnipotence muft give them 
humiliation in profperity. 

It is owing to the forbidden and unlovely 
conftraint, with which men of low concep- 
tions aft, when they think they conform 
themfelves to religion, as weU as to the 
more odious conduft of hypocrites, that 
the word Chriftian does not carry with it 
at firft view all that is great, worthy, 
friendly, generous, and heroic. The man 
who fufpends his hopes of the reward of 
worthy addons till after death, who can be- 

ftow 
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ftow unfeen, who can overlook hatred, do 
good to his flandeter, who can never be 
angry at his friend, never revengeful to his 
enemy, is certainly formed for the benefit 
of fociety : yet thefe are fo far from heroic 
virtues, that they are but the ordinary 
duties of a Chriftian. 

When a man with a fleady faith looks 
back on the great cataftrophe of this day, 
with what bleeding emotions of heart muft 
he contemplate the life and fuiferings of 
hb deliverer ! When his agonies occur to 
him, how will he weep to refle6k that he 
has often forgot them for the glance of a 
wanton, for the applaufe of a vain world, 
for an heap of fleeting paft pleafures, which 
are at prefent aching forrows ! 

How pleafing is the contemplation of the 
lowly fleps our Almighty Leader took in 
conducting us to his heavenly manfions ! 
In plain and apt parable, fimilitude, and 
allegory, our great Matter enforced the 
do£hine of our falvation : but they of his 
acquaintance,, inftead of receiving what 
they could not oppofe, were offended at 
the prefumption of being wifer than they: 

they 
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they could not raife their little ideas above 
the confideration of him, in thofe oircum- 
ftances familiar to them, or conceive that 
he, who appeared not more terrible or pom- 
pous, ihould have any thing more exalted 
than themfelves : he in that place there- 
fore would not longer inefieftually exert a 
power, which was incapable of conquering 
the prepofleiSon of their narrow and mean 
conceptions. 

Multitudes followed him, and brought 
him the dumb, the blind, the (ick, and 
nfudmed; whom when their Creator had 
touched, with a fecond life they faw, fpoke^ 
leaped, and ran. In afTeSion to him, and 
admiration of his adions, the crowd could 
not leave him, but waited near him till they 
were almoft as &int and helplefs as others 
they brought for fuccour. He, had com- 
paffion on them, and by a miracle fupplied 
their neceffities. Oh, the ecftatic enter- 
t^nment, when they could behold their 
food immediately increafe to the Diftribu- 
tor's hand, and fee their God in perfon 
feeding and refrefbing his creatures ! Oh 
envied happinefs ! But why do I fay en- 
vied? 
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vied ? as if our God did not ftill prefide 
over our temperate nieals^ cheerful hourS| 
and innocent converfations. 

But though the facred ftory is every 
where full of miracles not inferior to this, 
and though, in the midft of thofe a6b of 
Divinity, he never gave the leaft hint of a 
defign to become a fecular prince, yet had 
not hitherto the Apoftles themfelves any 
other hopes than of worldly power, pre- 
ferment, riches, and pomp : for Peter, upon 
an accident of ambition among the Apo- 
ftles, hearing his Mafter explain that his 
kingdom was not of this world, was fo 
fcandalized, that he whom he had fo long 
followed fhould fufFer the ignominy, (hame, 
and de^th, which he foretold, that he took 
him aiide, and faid, * Be it far from thee, 
^ Lord; this fhall not be unto thee:' for 
which he fuifered a fevere reprehenfion 
from his Mafter, as having in his view the 
glory of man, rather than that of God. 

The great change of things began to 
draw near, when the Lord of nature 
thought fit, as a Saviour and Deliverer, to 
make his public entry into Jemfalem with 

more 
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more than the power and joy, but none of 
the oftentation and pomp, of a triumph : 
he came humble, meek, and lowly: with 
an unfelt new ecfiafy, multitudes ftrewed 
his way with garments and olive-branches, 
crying with loud gladnefs and acclamation, 
^ Ho&nnato the Son of David ! Blefled is 
< he that cometh in the name of the Lord!' 
At this greatKing's acceffion to his throne, 
men were not ennobled, but faved ; crimes 
were not remitted, but fins for^ven ; he 
did not beftow medals, honours^ favours, 
but health, joy, fight, fpeech. The firftob- 
je& the blind ever faw was the author of 
fight ; while the lame ran before, and the 
4umb repeated the Hofanna. Thus at- 
tended, he entered into his own houfe, 
the facred temple, and by his Divine au- 
thority expelled traders and worldlings that 
pro&ned it ; and thus did he for a time 
ufe a great and defpotic power, to let un- 
believers underftand^ that it was not want 
of, but fuperiority to, all worldly domi- 
nion, that made him not exert it. But is 
this then the Saviour? is this the Deliver- 
er? Shall this obicureNazarene command 

Ifrael, 
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Ifrael, and fit on the throne of David? 
Their proud and difdainfiil hearts^ which 
were petrified with the love and pride of 
this world, were impregnable to the recep- 
tion of fo mean a benefactor, and were now 
enough exafperated with benefits to con- 
fpire his death. Our Lord was fenfible of 
&eir defign, and prepared his difciples for 
it, by recounting to them now more dif- 
tin6Uy what ihould be&ll him : but Peter 
with an ungrounded refolution, and in a 
flufh of temper, made a fanguine protefta- 
tion, that though ail men were ofiended 
in him, yet would not he be offended. It 
was a great article of our Saviour's bufinefs 
in the world, to bring us to a fenfe of 
our inability, without God's alfiftance, to 
do any thing great or good : he therefore 
told Peter, who thought to well of his 
courage and fidelity, that they would both 
fail him, and even he fhould deny him 
thrice that very night. 

' But what heart can conceive^ what 
^ tongue utter the fequd? Who is that 
' y(»ider buffeted, mocked, and fpumed ) 
^ Whom do they drag like a felon ? Whi«» 

'ther 
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' ther do they carry my Lord, my King, 
^ my Saviour, and my God? And will he 
' die to expiate thofe very injuries ? See 
^ where they have nailed the Lord and 
' giver of life! How his wounds blacken, 
^ his body writhes, and heart heaves widi 
^ pity and with agony ! Oh Almighty Suf- 
' ferer, look down, look down from thy 
' triumphant infamy : Lo, he inclines his 
^ head to his facred bofom ! Hark, he 
^ groans ! See, he expires ! The earth trcm- 
' bles, the temple rends, the rocks burft^ 
' the dead arife : Which are the quick ? 
' Which are the dead ? Sure nature, aU 
^ nature is departing with her Creator/ T. 



If to inform the underftanding, and re- 
gulate the will, is the moft kfiing and dif- 
fiifive benefit, there will not be found fo 
ufeful and excellent an inftitution as that 
of the Chriftian Priefthood, which is now 
become the fcom of fools. That a nu- 
merous order of men (hould be confecrated 
to the ftudy of the moft fublime and bene« 
ficial truths, with a defign to propagate 

them 
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them by their difcourfes and writings, to 
inform their fellow-creatures of the Being 
and Attributes of the Deity, to poffefs 
their minds with the fenfe of a future ftate, 
and not only to explain the nature of every 
virtue and moral duty, but likewife to 
perluade mankind to the pra£tice of them 
by the moft powerful and engaging mo- 
tives, is a thing fo excellent and neceflary 
to the well-being of the world, that no 
body but a modem Freethinker could 
have the forehead or folly to turn into ri- 
dicule. 

The light, in which thefe points fhould 
be expofed to the view of one who is preju- 
diced againft the names. Religion, Church, 
Prieft, and the like, is to confider the Clergy 
as fo many Philofophers, the Churches as 
Schools, and their fermons as lefhires, for 
the information and improvement of the 
audience. How would the heart of a So- 
crates or Tully have rejoiced, had they 
lived in a]^nation, where the law had made 
provifion for Philofophers, to read ledures 
of moraKty and theology eveiy feventh 
day, in feveral thouiands of fchools erefbed 
a, 'at 
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at the public charge throughout the whole 
pountry^ at which le^ures all ranks and 
faxes without diftin6tioo were obliged to 
be prefent for tbeur general improvement ! 
And what wicked wretches would they 
think thofp men^ who fhould endeavour 
to defeat the purpofe <tf fo divine an infli- 
tution 1 

It }s indeed ufua) with that low tribe of 
writers^ to pretend their defign is only to 
reform the Church, |i|ad expoie thp vic^y 
{tnd not the oixler, of ^e Clergy, The au- 
thor of a pamphlet printed the other d^| 
(which, without my mentioning the tide, 
will on thi9 occafion pccvir to the thoughts 
q£ thofe who have vesid it) hopes to infinii^ 
ate by th|U ^utifice what he is afraid or 
^«med (^nly to nu^ntaiq. But th^re 
^X4 tyro points^ which clearly (hew what it 
is he sums at. Hie firft is^ diat he con« 
iUudtly ufes the word Prieftin fuch a man- 
ner, as that his reader cannot but obferve 
h^p xnps^B to throw an odium on the Cl^gy 
9f tl^ Qljiurch of Enghuid, hoip, their be*- 
]/^g 9$iij|ed by ^ name w^iQh they e^joy 19 
qqmfi^f;^ w}tk ho^t^ps ^4 ^inp9^9. Tbf 

other 
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Other is^ his raking together and exagge- 
rating, with great fpleen and indufiry, all 
thofe actions of churchmen, which, either 
by their own illnefs, or the bad light in 
which he places them, tend to give men 
an ill impreffion of the difpenfers of the 
Gofpel : dl which he pathetically addrefles 
to the confideration of his wife andhoneft 
countrymen of the laity. The fophiftry 
and ill-breeding of thefe proceedings are 
fo obvious to men who have any pretence 
to that charader, that I need fay no more/ 
either of them or their author. Z. 
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SECTION VII. 
DIGNITY OF THE SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE. 

± HERE is a certain coldnefs and indif- 
ference in the phrafes of our European 
languages, when they ate compared with 
the oriental forms of fpeech ; and it hap- 
pens very luckily^that the Hebrew idioms 
run into the Englifh tongue with a parti- 
cular grace and beauty. Our language has 
received innumerable elegancies and im- 
provements, from that infiifion of Hebra- 
ifms, which are derived to it out of the 
poetical paflages in Holy Writ. They give 
a force and energy to our expreiHons, warm 
and animate our language, and convey 
our thoughts in more ardent and intenfe 
phrafes, than any that are to be met with 
in our own tongue. There is fomething 
fo pathetic in this kind of diftion, that it 
often fets the mind in a flame, and makes 

our 



Digitized by Google 



SCRIPTUBE LANGUAOE. 7,2g 

our hearts burn within us. How cold and 
dead does a prayer appear^ that is com- 
pofed in the moft elegant and polite forms 
of fpeech^ which are natural to our tongue, 
when it is not heightened by that folemnity 
of phrafe, which may be drawn from the 
Sacred Writings. It has been faid by fome 
of the ancients, that if the Gods were 
to talk with men, they would certainly 
talk in Plato's ftyle : but I think we may 
fay with juftice, that when -mortals con- 
verfe with their Creator, they cannot do 
it in fo proper a ftyle as in that of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

If any one would judge of the beauties 
of*poetry that are to be met with in the 
Divine Writings, and examine how kindly 
the Hebrew manners of fpeech mix and in- 
corporate wHith the Englifli language ; after 
having perufed the book of Pfalms, let him 
read a literal tranflation of Horace or Pin- 
dar. He will find in thefe two laft fuch an 
abfurdity and confufion of ftyle, with fuch 
a comparative poverty of imagination, as 
will make him very fenfible of what I have 
been here advancing. 

a 3 Since 
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Since we have therefixe fuch a treafury 
of words^ fo beautiful in themfdves^ and 
fo proper fbr the air» of muiick^ I cannofe 
but wonder that perfons of di(tin£tion 
fliould give fo little attention and encou- 
ragement to that kind of mufick which 
would have its foundation in reafon^ an^ 
which would improve our virtue in pro- 
portion as it rtufed our delight. The paf- 
fions, that are excited by ordinary compo- 
litions, generally flow from fuch lilly and 
abfurd occafions^ that a man is aihamed 
to refled upon them ^rioufly; but the 
fear, the love, the forrow, the indignation,, 
that are awakened in the mind by hymns 
and anthems, make the heart better, and 
proceed from fuch caufes as are akc^e- 
ther reafonable and praife-wor&y. Plea- 
fure and duty go hand in hand 5 and the 
greater our iatisfiidion is, tlie greater is 
our religion. 

Mufick, among thofe who were ftyled 
the chofen people, was a religious art. The 
fongs of Sion, which we have readbn to 
believe were in high repute among thcr 
courts of the Eaftem monarchs, were no- 
thing 
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thiiig elfe but pfalih^ arid pieees of poetry, 
that adored aiid celebrated the Supreme 
Being. The greateft conquerbr in thig 
h<Aj nation, after the' manner of the old 
Grecian lyricks, did not only compofe the 
wolda of his divine odes^ but generally 
fe€ ihem to nnifick himfelf : after which^ 
hi« works^ though they were cotifecrated 
to lihe tabernacle, became the naitional en- 
tertairimeht, as well as the devotion of his 
people. 

The firft origllhal of the Drama was a re- 
ligious worfliip, cbnfifting only of a Cho-- 
rus, which was nothing elfe but an hymn 
to a Deity. As luxury and vcduptuoufnefs 
prevafled over innocence and reli;^on, this 
form of worfliip degenerated into Trage- 
dies ; in which, however, the Chorus fo 
far remembered its firft office, as to brand 
every thing that was vicious, and recom- 
mend every thing that was laudable ; to 
iirtcrcede with heaven for the innocent, 
and to infiplore its vengeance on the cri- 
minal. 

Homer and Hefiod intimate to u6 how 

this art (hould be applied, when they re- 

a 4 prefent 



Digitized by Google 



^3^ DIONITT OF THE 

prefent the Mufes as furrounding Jupiter, 
and warbling their hymns about his throne. 
I might {hew from innumerable paflages 
in anpient writers^ not only that vocal and 
infhrumental mufick were made ufe of in 
their religious worfliip^ but that their moil 
favourite diverfions were filled with fongs 
and hymns to their refpe&ive Deities. Had 
we frequent entertainments of this nature 
among us^ they would not a little purify 
and exalt our paffions^ give our thoughts 
a proper tum^ and cherifh thofe divine im- 
pulfes in the foul^ which every one feels, 
that has not (lifled them by fenfual and 
immo4erate pleafure$. 

Mufick, when thus applied^ raifes noble 
hints in the mind of the hearer^ and fills it 
with great conceptions. It ftrengthens de- 
votion^ and advances praife into rapture. 
It lengthens out every aSt of worihip^ and 
produces more lafting and permanent in^r 
preilions in the' mind^ than thofe which 
accompany any tranfient form of words, 
that are uttered in the ordinary method of 
religious worfliip. O. 
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— — FUNGAR INANI 
MVNERE— ^ VlRO. 

JUR. TiUotfon, in his Difcourfe concern- 
ing ^ the danger of aU known fin^ both 
' from the light of nature and revelation,* . 
after having given us the defcriptibn of 
the laft day out of Holy Writ, has this re- 
markable paflage. 

^ I appeal to any man, whether this be 
^ not a reprefentation of things very proper 
^ and fuitable to that great day, wherein 
^ he who made the world (hall come to 

* judge it: and whether the wit of man 
' ever devifed any thing fo awfiil, and fo 
' agreeable to the Majefly of God, and the 
'folejnn judgment of the whole world. 

* The delbription, which Virgil makes of 
' the Elyfian Fields, and the Infernal Re- 
' gions, how infinitely do they fall fhprt of 

* the majefty of the Holy Scripture, and 
^ the defcription there made of Heaven and 
' Hell, and of ^^ the great and terrible day 
*^ of the Lord V So that in comparifon 
' they are childifli and trifling ; and yet, 
^perhaps> he had the moft regular and 

'moft 
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' moft governed imagination of any man 
* that ever lived, and obferved the greateft 
' decormn in his charaAers and ^efcrip- 
' tion«. Bat who can declare ^^ the great 
" things of God, but he to whom God 
<^^ (hall reveal them?" 

This obfervation was worthy ac moft 
polite man, and ought to be of authority 
with all who are fuch, fo far as to examine 
whether he fpoke that as a man of a juft 
tafte and judgment, or advanced it merely 
for the fervice of his dodrine as a clergy* 
man. 

I am very confident whoever reads the 
Gofpels with an heart as much prepared in 
favour of them, as when he fits down to 
Virgil or Homer, will find no paflage there, 
which is not told with more natural force 
than any epifode in either of thofe wits, 
who were the chief of mere mankind. 

The laft thing I read was the 24th 
chapter of St. Luke, which gives an ac- 
couht of the manner, in which our blefledi 
Saviour, after his refurreftion, joined with 
two Difcipfes on the way to Emftiaus as an 
ordinary traveller, and took the privilege 

as 
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ns fuch to enquire of them, what oooafioned 
a fadnefs he obferved in their counte- 
nances ; or whether it was from any pub- 
lic caufe. Th^ wonder that any man fo 
near Jerufalem fbould be a ftranger to what 
had pafled there; their acknowledgment 
to one they met accidentally, that they had 
believed in this Prophet ; and that now^ 
tlie third day after his death, they were in 
doubt as to their pleafing hope, which oc- 
cafioned the bciavinefs he took notice of^ 
are all reprefented in a ftyle which men 
of letters call < the great and noble fimpli* 
* city/ 

The attention of the Difciples, when he 
expounded the Scriptures concerning Um- 
felf, his oflFering to take his leave of them, 
their fondnefs of his flay, and the manifeft^ 
aetion of the great gueft whom they had^ 
entertained, while he was yet at meat with 
them, are all incidents, which wonderfiiUy 
pleafethe imagination of a Chriftian reader; 
and give to him fomething of that touch 
of mind which the brethren felt, when 
they faid one to another, ' Did not our 
^ hearts bum within us, while he talked 

* with 
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^ with us by the way, and while he opened 
^ to us the Scriptures ?' 

I am very far finom pretending to treat 
thefe matters as they deferve : but I hope 
thofe Gentlemen, who are qualified fork, 
and called to it, will for^ve me, and con- 
fider that I fpeak as a mere fecular man^ 
impartially confidering the effect which the 
Sacred Writings will have upon the foul 
of an intelligent reader : and it is fome 
argument, that a thing is the immediate 
work of God, when it fo infinitely tran- 
fcends all the labours of man. When I look 
upon Raphael's pidture of our Saviour's ap- 
pearing to his Difciples after his refurrec- 
tion, I cannot but think the juft diipofition 
of that piece has in it the force of many 
volumes on the fubjed: : the Evangeliib 
are eafily diftinguifhed from the reft by a 
paffionate zeal and love, which the painter 
has thrown in their faces : the huddled 
group of thofe who ftand moft diftant are 
admirable reprefentations of men abafiied 
with their late unbelief, and hardnefs of 
heart. And fuch endeavours as this of Ra- 
phael, and of all men not called to the al< 

tar. 
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tar^ are collateral helps not to be defpifed 
by the Minifiers of the Grofpel. 

It is with this view, that I prefume 
upon fubjeds of this kind, and men may 
take up this paper, and be catched by an 
admonition under the difguife of a diver- 
fion* 

All the arts and fciences ought to be em- 
ployed in one confederacy againft the pre^ 
vailing torrent of vice and impiety; and it 
will be no fmall Rep in the progrefs of re- 
ligion, if it is as evident as it ought to be> 
that he wants the beft tafte and beft fenfe a 
man can have, who is cold to the ^ beauty 
' of holinefs/ 

As for my part, when I have happened 
to attend the corpfe of a friend to his inter- 
ment, and have feen a graceful man at the 
entranceof a church-yard, who became the 
dignity of his fun£don, and aiTumed an 
authority which is natural to truth, pro- 
nounce ^ I am the refurre£lion and the life: 
^ he that believeth in me, though he were 

* dead, yet Ihall he live ; and whofoever 

* liveth, and believeth in me, fhall never 
^ <Ue :' I fay, upon fuch an occafion, the re- 

trofpeft 
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trafpeA upon paft aftions between the 
deceafed, whom I followed^ and myfdf, to- 
gether with the many little circumfiances 
that fhike upon the foul^ and alternately 
g^ve grief and confolation^ have vaniihed 
like a dream; and I have been relieved as 
by a voice from heaven, when the folem- 
nity has proceeded, and after a long paufe 
I have heard the fervant of God utter, ^ I 
^ know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 

* he ihall ftand at the latter day upon the 
' earth : and thot^h worms deftroy this 
^ body, yet in my fleih ihall I fee God; 
^ whom I fliall fee fcur myielf, and my eyei 
^ fhall behold, and not another/ How have 
I been laifed above this worlds and all its 
regards, and how well prepared to receive 
the nejEt ientence which the holy man has 
fpoken : ^ We brought nothing into this 
^ world, and it is certain we can carry no- 

diii^ out; the Lord gave, mi the Lord 

* hadi taken away, Uefled be the name of 
'theLordP 

lliere are,' I know, men of heavy tem- 
per, without gemus, who can read thefe 
expieffions of Scripture virith as much is- I 

difierenoe i 
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difference as they do the reftof thefeloofe 
papers : however^ I will not defpair^ but 
to bring men of wit into a love and admi- 
ration of the Sacred Writings; and, as 
old as I am, I promife myfelf to fee the 
day, when it (hall be as much the fafhion 
aoacHigft men of politenefs to admire a 
rapture of 3t« Paiil, as any fine ezpreffioa 
in Virgil or li^Mrace ; and to fee a well- 
drefled young man produce an Evangelift 
put of bis pocket, and be no more out of 
countenance, than if it were a Qaffip 
printed by Elzevir. 

It is a gratitude that ought to be paid 
to Providence, by men of difiinguifhed &* 
culties, to prasfe and adore the Author of 
their Being with a fpirit fuitable to thoff 
faculties, and roufe flower mw by theif 
words, a&ions, and writings, to a parti- 
cipation of their tran%(»rt8 and tliank%ir* 
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SECTION VIII. 
AGAINST ATHEISM AND INFIDEUTY. 

After having treated of falfe Zealots 
ih Religion, I cannot forbear mentioning 
a monftrous fpecies of men^ who one 
would not think had any exiflence in na- 
ture, were they not to be met with in or- 
dinary converfation; I mean the Zealots in 
Atheifm. One would fancy that thefe men, 
though they fall (hort, in every other re- 
fpeft, of thofe who make a profeffion of re- 
ligion, would at leaftoutihine them in this 
particular, and be exempt from that fingle 
fault, which feems to grow out of the im- 
prudent fervors of religion : but fo it is, 
that Infidelity is propagated with as much 
fiercenefs and contention, wrath and in- 
dignation, as if the fafety of mankind 
depended upon it. There is fomething 
fo ridiculous and perverfe in this kind of 
Zealots, that one does not know how to iet 
them out in their proper colours. They 
are a fort of gamefters, who are eternally 

upon 
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Upon the fret, though they play for no- 
thing. They are perpetually teafing their 
friends to come over to themi though at 
the &me time th^y allow that neither of 
them ihall get any thing by the bargain. 
In fhortj the zeal of f{Hreading Atheifm is, 
if poffible^ more abfurd than Atheifm itfelf. 

Since I have mentioned this unaccount^ 
able zeal, which appears in Atheifts and 
Infidels, I muft further obferve, that they 
are likewife, in a moft particular manner, 
poiiefled with the fpirit of bigotry. They 
are wedded to Ofunions full of contradiction 
and impoffibility^ and at the fame time look 
upon the fmalleft difficulty in an article of 
faith as a fufficient reafon for reje6ling it. 
Notions, that fall in with the common 
reafon of mankind, that are conformable to 
the fenfe of all ages and all nations, not to 
mention their tendency for promoting the 
happinefs of focieties or of particular per- 
fons, are exploded as errors and preju- 
dices ; and fchemes ereAed in their ftead, 
that are altogether monftrous and irra- 
tional, and require the moft extravagant 
credulity to embr^e them. I would fain 
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a(k one of thefe bigoted Infidels, fuppofing 
all the great points of Atheifm, as the' ca- 
fual or eternal formation of the worid, the 
materiality of a thinking fubfiance, the 
mortality of the foul, the fortuitous orga- 
nization of the body, the motions and gra- 
vitation of matter, with the like particulars, 
were laid together and formed into a kind 
of creed, according to the opinions of the 
moft celebrated Atheifts; I fay, fuppofing 
fuch a creed as this were formed, and im- 
pofed upon any one people in the world, 
whether it would not require an infinitely 
greater meafure of Mih, than any fet of 
articles which they fo violently oppofe. 
Let me therefore advife this generation of 
wranglers, for their own and for the pub- 
lic good, to a£t at leaft fo confiftendy 
with themfelves, as not to bum with Zeal 
for Irreligion, and with Bigotry for Non- 
fenfe, 0. 

CSLUM IPSUM PETIMUS STULTITIA Hoi. 

Upon my retum to my lod^gs laft 
night, I found a letter from my worthy 
friend the Clergyman, whom I have given 

fome 
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fome account of in my former papers. He 
tells me in it^ that be was particularly 
plea&d with the latter part of my yefter- 
day^j .fpeculation ; and at the fame time 
inclolbd tide following Effay^ which he 
defires me to publifli as the fequel of that 
difcourfe^ It oonfifts partly of uncom- 
mon reflexions, and partly of fuch as 
have been already ufed, but now fet in 
a ftronger light. 

^ A Belieyer may be excufed by the moil 
^hardened Atheift for endeavouring to 

* make him a convert^ beoaufe he does it 
^ with an eye to both thrir intcrefts. The 
^ Atheift is inexcu&ble, who tries to gain 
^ over a Believer, becaufe he does not pro- 
^ pofe the doing himfelf or Believer any 

* good by fuch a converfion. 

^ The profped of a future ftate is the 
' fetret comfort and refrefhment of my 
^ foul; it is that which makes nature look 
< gay about me ; it doubles all my plea- 

* fures, and fupports me under all my af- 
' fli^ons* I. can look at difappointments 
^ and misfortunes, pmn and ficknefs, death 
^ itfelf, and, what is worfe than death, the 

E % ^ lois 



Digitized by Google 



^44 AGAINST ATHBISM 

lofs of thofe who are deareft tome^ with 
indiflference^ fo long as I keep i& view 
the pleafures of eternity^ and the date of 
beuig, in which there will be no fears nor 
ap}H^henfion8, pains norforrows^ ficknefs 
nor feparation. Why will any man be 
fo impertinently officious^ as to tell me 
all this is only &jicy and delufion ? Is 
there any merit in htmg the meflenger 
of ill news ? If it is a dream^ let me enjoy 
it| fince it makes me both the happier and 
the better man. 

^ I muft confefs I do not know how to 
truft a man who believes neither heaven 
nor hell> or> in other words^ a future ftate 
of rewards and puniihments. Not only 
natural felf-love^ but reafon dire&s us to 
promote our own intereft above all things. 
It can never be for the intereft of a Be- 
liever to do me a mifchief, becaufe he is 
fure> upon the balance of accompts^ to 
find himfelf a lofer by it. On the con- 
trary, if he confiders his own wel£aLre in 
his behaviour towards me, it will lead 
him to do me all the good he can, and, 
at the fame time, leftrain him from doing 

^ me 



Digitized by Google 



"f 



AND INFIDELITY. 245 

* me an injury. An Unbeliever does not 
^ aft like a reafonable creature, if he fii- 

* vours me contrary to his prefentintereft, 
^ or does not diftrefs me when it turns to 
^ his prefent advantage. Honour and good- 
^ nature may indeed tie up his hands^ but 

* as thefe would be very much ftrengthened 
^ by reafon and principle, fo without them 
' they are only inftin£ts, or wavering un- 
^ fettled notions, which reft on no founda- 

* tion. 

< Infidelity has been attacked with fo 
^ good fuccefs of late years, that it is driven 
^ out of all its outworks. The Atheift has 

* not found his poft tenable, and is there- 
' fore retired into Deifm, and a difbelief 
' of Revealed Religion only. But the truth 
^ of it is, the greatefl: number of this fet of 
' men are thofe, who, for want of a virtu- 
< ous education, or examining the grounds 
^ of Religion, know fo very little of the 
^ matter in queftion, that their Infide- 
^ lity is but another term for their igno- 

* ranee. 

^ As folly and inconfideratenefs are the 

^ foundations of Infidelity, the great pillars 

R 3 ^ and 
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^ and fupports of it are either a vanity of 
^ appearing wifer than the reft of mankind^ 
^ or an oftentation of courage in defpifing 

* the terrors of another worlds which have 

* fo great an influence on what they call 
^ weaker minds; or an averfion to a belief, 
^ that muft cut them oflF from many of 
^ thofepleafurestheypropofetothemfelves^ 
' and fill them with remorfe for many of 
^ thofe they have already tafted. 

^ The great received Articles of the 
' Chriftian Religion have been fo cleaiiy 

< proved^ from the authority of that Divine 
^ Revelation in which they are delivered, 
^ that It is impoffible for thofe, who have 
^ ears to hear, and eyes to fee, not to be 
' convinced of them. But were it poffible 
^ for any thing in the Chriftian fiddi to be 
^ erroneous, I can find no ill confequences 

< in adhering to it. The great poihts of 
^the Incarnation and Suflerings of our 
^ Saviour produce naturally fuch habits of 
^ virtue in the mind of man, that I fay, 
^ fuppofing it were poffible for us to be 

< miftaken in them, the Infidel himfelf 
^ muft at leaft allow, that no other fy ftem of 

'Re- 
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' Religion could fo effeftually contribute 

^ to tbe heightening of morality. They 

^ give us great ideas of the dignity of hu<- 

' man nature^ and of the love which the 

^ Supreme Being bears to his creatures^ 

^ and confequently engage us in the high* 

^^fta3:s of our duty towards our Creator^ 

^ our neighbour^ and ourfelves. How many 

^ noble arguments has Saint Paul raifed 

^ from the chief articles of our Religion^ 

^ for the advancing of morality in its three 

^ great branches 1 To give a fingle exam- 

^ pie in each kind: what can be a ftronger 

^ motive to a firm truft and reliance on the 

' mercies of our Maker^ than the giving 

^ us his Son to fuflPer for us ? What can 

^ make us love and efteem even the mod 

^ inconfiderable of mankind^ more than 

' the thought that Chrift died for him ? 

' Or what difpofe us to fet a ftri&er guard 

' upon the purity of our own hearts^ than 

^ our being members of Chrift, and a part 

' of the fociety, of which that immaculate 

' Perfon is the Head ? But thefe are only 

' a fpecimen of thofe admirable enforce- 

^ Qients of morality, whidi the Apoftle has 

R 4 ^ drawn 
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* drawn from the hiftory of our Blefled 

* Saviour. 

^ If our modem Infidels confidered thefe 
' matters with that candour and ferioufnefs 
^ which they deferve, we (hould not lee 
' them ad with fuch a fpirit of bittemefs, 
' arrogance^ and malice ; they would not 
^ be raifing fuch infignificant cavils, doubts^ 
^ and fcruples, as may be darted againft 
^ every thing that is not capable of mathe- 
^ matical demonftradon ; in order to un- 

< fettle the minds of the ignorant, difturb 
^ the public peace, fubvert morality, and 

< throw all things into confufioh and dif-* 
^ order. If none of thefe reflections can 
' have any influence on them, there is one, 
^ that perhaps may, becaufe it is adapted to 
^ their vanity, by which they feem to be 
^ guided much more than their reafon. I 

* would therefore have them confider, that 
' the wifefl and befl: of men, in all ages 
•* of the world, have been thofe who lived 

* tq) to the Religion of their country, 
' when they faw nothing in it oppofite to 
^ morality and to the bed lights they had 
^ of the Divine Nature. Pythagoras's firft 

^rulc 
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^ rule dire£ts us to wodhip the Gods, ^' as 
^^ it is ordained by law," for that is the 
^ moft natural interpretation of the prec^t. 

* Socrates, who was the moft renowned 

* among the Heathens, both for wifdom 
^ and virtue, in his laft moments defires 
^ his friends to offer a cock to ^fcu- 
^ lapius ; doubtlefs out of a fubmiffive de- 

* ference to the eftabliihed worfliip of his 
^ country. Xenophon tells us, that his 
■ Prince, (whom he fcts forth as a pattern 
' of perfeAion) when he found his death 
' approaching, offered facrifices on the 

* mountains to the Periian Jupiter, and the 

* Sun, *^ according to the cuftom of the 
" Perfiansj" for thofe are the words of 

* the hiftorian. Nay, the Epicureans and 
^ atomical Philofophers fhewed a very re- 
' markable modefly in this particular; for 

* though the being of a God was entirely 
^ repugnant to their Schemes of natural 
^ philofophy, they contented themfelves 
' with the denial of a Providence, aflert- 
< ing, at the lame time, the Exiftence of 
' Gods in general ; becaufe they would 

* not 
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< not ibock the common belief of man* 
^ kitid^ and the religion of their coun- 
« try/ L. 



QUA RATIOKK QVBAS TflADUCBftB Lfi^ITBR JEVUM : 
VKTCSBMPftA INOPS AOITBt TEXBTftOB CUPtDO; 
Nfr PAYOR, ST RBRUM MBDIACRITER UTILIDM SPSS. 

HOR. 

XI AVING endeavoured^ in my laft Sa- 
turday's 'paper^ to (hew the great excel- 
lency of Faithi I (hall here oonfider what 
are the proper means of firengthening and 
confirming it in the mind of man, Thofe 
who delight in reading books of contro- 
verfy, which are written on both fides of 
the queition in points of ^th^ do very fel* 
dom arrive at a fixed and fettled habit of 
it ; they are one day entirely convinced of 
its important truths^ and the next meet 
with fomething, that (hakes and difturbs 
them. The doubt which was laid re- 
vives again, and (hews itfelf in new dif- 
ficulties,, and that generally for this rea- 
fon, becaufe the-mind^ which is perpe- 
tually 
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tually toflbd in controverfies and dUputes^ 

is apt to forget the reafons^ wludbi had once 

fet it at reft, and to be difquieted with any 

former perplexity, when it appears in a 

new ihape, or is ftarted by a different 

hand* As nothing is more laudable than 

an enquiry after truth, fo nothing is more 

irrational than to pafs away our whole 

lives, without determining ourfelves one 

way or other in thofe points which are o^ 

the laft importance to us. There are in*. 

deed many things, from which we may 

withhold our afient; but in cafes, by 

which we are to regulate our lives, it is 

the greateft abfurdity to be wavering and 

unfettled, without clofing with that fide^ 

which appears the moft fafe and the moft 

probable. 

The firft rule therefore, which I (hall lay 
down, is this; that when by reading or 
difcourfe we find ourfelves thoroughly 
convinced of the truth of any article, and 
of the reafonablenefs of our belief in it, 
w;e fhould never after fuffer ourfelves to 
call it into queflion. We may perhaps 
forget the arguments which occafioned 

our 
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our convidion, but we ought to remember 
the ftrength they had with us, and there- 
fore (Bll to retain the con^Aion which 
they once produced. This is no more than 
what we do in every common art or ici- 
ence; nor is it poffible to aSt otherwife, 
confidering the weaknefs and limitation of 
our inteUe6lual faculties. It was thus that 
Latimer, one of the glorious army of mar- 
tyrs, who introduced the reformation in 
England, behaved himfelf in that great 
conference which was managed between 
the moft learned among the Protefiants 
and Papifts in the reign of Queen Mary. 
This venerable old man, knowing how his 
abilities were impaired by age, and that 
it was impoffible for him to recoiled all 
thofe reafons which had directed him in 
the choice of his religion, left his com- 
panions, who were in the full pofleffion of 
their parts and learning, to baffle and con- 
found their antagonifb by the force of rea- 
fon. As for himfelf, he only repeated to 
his adverfaries the articles, in which he 
firmly believed, and in the profeiHon of 
which he was determined to die. It is in 

this 
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this manner^ that the mathematician pro- 
ceeds upon proportions which he has once 
demonftrated; and though the demonffau^ 
tion may have dipt out of his memory, h$ 
builds upon the truths becaufe he knows 
it was demonftrated. This rule is abfo^ 
lutely neceiiary for weaker minds, and, in 
fome meafure, for men of the greateft abi* 
lities. 

But to tfaefe laft I would propofoi in the 
fecond place, that they ihould lay up in 
their memories, and always keep by them 
in a readinefs, thofe arguments which ap* 
pear to them of the greateft ftrength, and 
which cannot b^ got over by all the doubts 
and cavils of Infidelity. 

But, in the third place, there is nothing 
which ftrengthens Faith more than Mo- 
rality. Faith and Morality naturally i»*o* 
duce each other. A man is quickly con«> 
vinced of the truth of religion, who finds 
it is not againft his intereft that it ihould 
be true. The pleafure he receives at pre-- 
fent, and the happine& which he promifes 
himfelf from it hereafter, will both difpoie 
him very powerfully to give credit to it, 

according 
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according to the ordinary obfervadon, that 
* we are eafy to beheye what we wi(h.' It 
is very certain^ that a man of found reafon 
eannot ibrbear clofing with religion^ upoii 
an impartial examination of it: but, at the 
fione time, it is as certain, that Faith is 
kept alive in us, and gathers ftrength from 
pra£tice more than from fpeculation. 

There is ftill another method, which is 
more perfuafive than any of the former, 
and that is an habitual adoration of the 
Supreme Being, as well in conflant a£ks 
of mental worfhip, as in outw^uxi forms. 
Tlie devout man does not only believe, 
but feels there is a Deity. He has a£^ual 
fenfations of him ; his experience concurs 
with his reafon ; he fees him more and 
more in all his intercourfes with him, and 
even in this life almoft lofes his fcuth in 
oonvi£lion. 

The laft method, which I ihall mention 
for the giving life to a man's Faith, is fre- 
qiient retirement from the world, accom- 
panied with religious meditation. When 
a man thinks of any thing in the darknefs 
of the night, whatever deep impreffions it 

may 
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may make in hia mind^ they ate apt to 
vaniih as fooa as the day breaks about 
him. The light and noife of the day^ 
which are perpetually foliciting \m ienfes, 
and calling off his attention^ wear out of 
his mind the thoughts that impripted 
themfdFes in it> with fo much ftrength>. 
during the filenoe and darknds of the 
night. A man finds the fame diiTerence 
as to himfelf in a crowd and in a (blitude: 
the mind is ftunned and dazzled amidft 
that i^ariety of obje£bs which prefs upon 
her in a great city : (he cannot Sf^ly her* 
felf to the confideratjon of thofe things^ 
which are of the utmoft concern to her. 
The cares or pleafures of the world ilrive 
in with every thought, and a multitude of 
vicious examples give a kind of juflifica- 
tion to our folly. In our retirements every 
thing difpofes us to be ferious. In courts 
and cities we are entertained with the 
works of men ; in the country with thoft 
of God. One is the province of art, the 
other of nature. Faith and devotion bsl* 
turaUy grow in the mind of every reafon^ 
able man, who fees the impreflions of Di*» 

vine 
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vine power and wifdom in every objefit, 
on which he cafts his eye. The Supreme 
Being has made the beft arguments for 
his own extftence, in the formation of the 
heavens and the earth ; and thefe are argu- 
ments, which a man of fenfe cannot forbear 
attending to, who is out of the noife aod 
hurry of hunian af&irs. Ariftotle fays, that 
ihould a man live under ground, and there 
converfe with works of art and mechanifm, 
and (hould afi:erwards be broi:^ht up into 
the open day, and fee the feveral glories of 
the heaven and earth, he would immedi- 
ately pronounce them the works of fucb 
a Being as we define God to be. The 
Pfalmift has very beautiful ftrokes of poe- 
try to this purpofe, in that exalted ftrain, 
* The heavens declare the glory of God j 
^ and the firmament flieweth his handy- 
^ work. One day telletfa another ; and 
^ one night certifieth another. There is 
^neither fpeech nor language: but their 
' voices are heard among them. Their 
^ found is gone out into all lands ; and 
^ their words into the ends of the world.' 
4s fuch a bold and fublime manner of 

think- 
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thinking fumiflies very noble matter for 
an Ode, the reader may fee it wrought 
into the following one. 

I. 

The fpacious firmament on high. 
With all the blue ethereal Iky, 
And fpangled heav'ns, a ihining frame. 
Their great original proclaim : 
Th* unwearied fun, from day to day. 
Docs his Creator's power difplay. 
And publifhes to every land 
The work of an Almighty hand. 
II. 
* Soon as the evening (hades prevail, 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale. 
And nightly to the liftening earth 
Repeats the ftoiy of her birth : . 
Whilft all the ftars that round her burn. 
And all the planets in their turn. 
Confirm the tidings as they roll. 
And fpread the truth from pole to pole. 

III. 
What though, in folemn filencc, all 
Move round the dark terreftrial ball ! 
What though nor real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ! 
In reafon's ear they all rejoice. 
And utter forth a glorious voice. 
For ever (inging as they ihine, 
* The Hand that made us is Divine.* C. 

S SECTION 
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SECTION IX. - 

AGAINST THE MODERN FREETHINKERS. 

Sir, 

* X HERE arrived in this neighbourhood 

* two days ago one of your gay gentle- 
^ men of the town, who being attended at 
^ his entry with a fervant of his own, be- 

* fides a countryman he had taken \ip for 
^ a guide, excited the curiofity of the 
^ village to learn whence and what he 
^ might be. The countryman (to whom 
^ they applied as the moft eafy of accefs) 

* knew little more than that the gentle-* 

< man came from London to travel and fee 
^ faihions, and was^ as he heard fay, a 
^ Freethinker : what religion that might 
^ be, he could not tell ; and for his own 

* part, if they had not told him the man 
^ was a Freethinker, he (hould have guefled, 

* by his way of talking, he was little bet- 
^ ter than a Heathen 5 excepting only 
^that he had been a good gentleman to 

< him, and made him drunk twice in one 

<day. 
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^ day^ over and above what they had bar- 
^ gained for. 

. ^ I do not look upon the fimplicity of 
^ this, and (e vera! odd enquiries, with which 
^ I (hall trouble you, to be wondered at ; 
^much lefs can I think that our youths 
^ of fine wit^ and enlai^d underftandings^ 

* have. any reafon to laugh. There is no 

* neceffity that every fquire in Great Bri- 
^ tain (bould know what the word Free- 
[ thinker. l^nds for : but it were much to 
' be wifhed, that they, who valued them- 
' felves upon th^t conceited title, were a 
' little better inftrufited in what it ought 
' to (land fig/r ; and that they would not 
' perfuade themfelves a man is really and 
^Ixuly a Freethinker in any tolerable fenfe^ 
^ merely by vutue of his being an Atheift, 
^ or an Infidel of any other di(lin6)ion. It 
' may be doubted with good reafon^ whe- 
'ther there ever was in nature a more 
^abjed, flavifh, and bigoted generation 
' than the tribe of Beaux Efprits, at pre- 
^ fent fo prevailing in this ifland. Their 
^ pretenfion to be Freethinkers is no other 
Vthan rakes have to be free-livers, and 

s :^ ' *(av^iges 
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* favages to be free-men ; that is, they can 
' think whatever they have a mind to, 

* and give themfelves up to whatever con- 

* ceit the extravagancy of their inclination^ 
*or their fancy, (hall fuggeft; they can 
^ think as wildly as talk and aA, and will 

* not endure that their wit (hould be con- 
' trolled by fuch formal things as decency 
^ and common fenfe : dedu&ion, coher- 
^ ence, confiftency, and all the rules of 
' reafon, they accordingly difdain, as too 
< precife and mechanical for men of a li- 
' beral education. 

^ This, as far as I could ever learn from 

* their writings, or my own obfervation, 
^ is a true account of the Britifh Free- 
' thinker. Our vifitant here, who gave 
' occafion to this paper, has brought with 

* him a new fyftem of common fenfe, the 
^ particulars of which I am not yet ac- 
^ quainted with, but will lofe no opportu- 
' nity of informing myfelf whether it con- 
^ tain any thing worth Mr. Speftator's no- 

* tice. In the mean time. Sir, I cannot 

* but think it would be for the good of 
^ mankind, if you would take this fubje£t 

^ into 
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^ into your own confideration^ and con- 
^ vince the hopeful youth of our nation, 
^ that licenjtioufnefs is not freedom ; or, if 
^ fuch> a pamdox will not be underftood, 
^ that a. prejudice towards Atb^ifm is not 

* impartiality/ 

• I ana. Sir, your moll humble Servant, 
T. Philonous, 



QUIDQUID EST ILLUO, fiUOD SENTIT, ftUOD SAPIT, 
QUOD VULT, ftUOD VIOET, COBLEfTE ET DIVIWOM 
ES.T/OB EAMfiUB REM fTERNUM SIT NECE8SE EST. 

TULL. 

X AM diverted from the account 1 was 
^ving the town of my particular concerns, 
by cafting my eye upon a treatife, which 
I coukl not overlook without an inexcuf- 
able negligence, and want of concern for 
all the civil, as well as religious intergfts 
of mankind. This piece has for its title, 
* A Difcourfe of Freethinking, occafioned 
^ by the Rife and Growth of a Se£l called 
^ Freethinkers/ The author very metho- 
dically enters upon his argument, and fays, 
^ By Freethinking, I mean the ufe of the 
> underftanding, in endeavouring to. find 
S3 'out 
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* out the meaning of any propofition 

* whatfoever, in confidering the nature 

* of the evidence for or agdnft, and in 

* judging of it according to the feeming 
' force or weaknefs of the evidence/ As 
foon as he has delivered this ddfinition^ 
from which one would expedlr he did not 
defign to fhew a particular inclination for or 
againft anything before he had confidered 
it, he gives up all title to the charader of 
a Freethinker, with the mod apparent 
prejudice againft a body of men, whom of 
all other a good man would be moft 
careful not to violate, I mean men in 
holy orders, Perfons, who have devoted 
themfelves to the fervice of God, are ve- 
nerable to all who fear him ; and it is a 
certmn chara£teriftic of a diflblute and 
ungovemed mind, to rail and {peak dif* 
refpeftfully of them in general. It^ is 
certain, that in fo great a crowd of men 
fome will intrude, who are of tempers 
very unbecoming their fun£tion : but 
becaufe ambition and avarice are fbme- 
times lodged in that bofom, which ought 
to be the dwelling of fan£tity and devo- 
tion. 
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tion^ muft this unreafonable author vilify 
the whole order? He has not taken the 
leaft care to difguife his being an enemy 
to the perfons againft whom he writes^ 
nor any where granted that the inftitu- 
tion of religious men to ferve at the altar^ 
and inAruA fuch who are not as wife as 
himfelf^ is at all neceflary or defirable; 
but proceeds^ without the leaft apology^ 
to undermine their credit^ and fruftrate 
their labours. Whatever clergymen, in 
difputes againft each other, have unguard- 
edly uttered, is here recorded in fuch a 
manner as to affeft religion itfelf, by wreft- 
ing conceffions to its difadvantage from 
its own teachers. If this be true, as fure 
any naan that reads the difcourfe muft 
allow it is ; and if religion is the firong- 
eft tie of human Ibciety ; in what manner 
are we to treat this our common enemy, 
who promotes the growth of fuch a feft 
as he calls Freethinkers ? He that fhould 
bam a houfe, and juftify the a6iion by 
aflerting he is a free agent, would be 
more excufable than this author in ut- 
tering what he has from the right of a 
s 4 Free- 
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Freethinker. But they are a fet of dry; 
joylefs^ dull fellows^ who want capacities 
and talents to make a figilre amongft 
mankind upon benevolent and generous 
principles, diat think to furmount their 
own natural meannefs, by laying oflehces 
in the way of fuch as make it their 
endeavour to excel upon the received 
maxims and honed arts of life. If it 
were poffible to laugh at fo melancholy 
an affair as what hazards falvation, it 
would be' no unpleafant enquiry to afk, 
what fatisfaftion they reap, what extra- 
ordinary gratification of fenfe, or what 
delicious libertinifm this feft of Free- 
thinkers enjoy, after getting loofe of the 
laws, which confine the paflions of other 
men ? Would it not be a matter of mirth 
to find, after all, that tlie heads of this 
growing fe6t are fober wretches, who 
prate whole evenings over coffee, and 
have not themfelves fire enough to be 
any further debauchees, than merely in 
principle? Thefe fages of iniquity are, 
it feems, themfelves only fpeculatively 
wicked, and are contented that all the 

abandoned 
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^etbandoned young men of the age are 
kept fa& from refieftion by dabbling in 
ilieir rhapfodies, without tailing the plea* 
fures^ for which their dodrines leave them 
unaccountable. Thus do heavy mortals^ 
only to gratify a dry pride of heart, give 
up the intereftfii of another world, without 
enlarging their gratifications in this : but 
it is certain that there are a fort of men, 
that can puzzle truth, but cannot enjoy 
the fatififa6iion of it. This fame Free- 
thinker is a creature unacquainted with 
the emotions which poflefs great minds 
when they are turned for religion ; and it 
is apparent, that he is untouched with any 
fuch fenfation as the rapture of devotion. 
Whatever one of thefe fcomers may think, 
they certainly want parts to be .devout ; 
and a fenfe of piety towards heaven, as well 
as the fenfe of any thing elfe, is lively and 
warm in proportion to the faculties of the 
head and heart. This gentleman may be 
aflfured he has not a tafte for what he 
pretends to decry, and^ the poor man is 
certainly more a blockhead than an Athe- 

ift. 
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ift* I muft repeat, that he wants capacity 
to reiifh what true piety is ; and he is as 
capable of writing an heroic Poem, as 
making a fervent Prayer. When men are 
thus low and narrow in their aj^ehenfions 
of things, and at the fame dme vwi, they 
are naturally led to think every thing they 
do not underftand, not to be underftood. 
Their contradi£tion to what is urged by 
others is a neceflary oonfequence of thdr 
incapacity to receive it. The atheiitical 
feUows who appeared the laft age did not 
ferve the devil for nought; but revelled 
in exoefles fiutable to their principles; 
while in thefe unhaj^ days mifchief is 
done for mifchiePs fake. Thefe Free- 
thinkers, who lead the lives of reclufe 
ftudents, for no other purpofe but to dif- 
turb the fentiments of other men, put 
me in mind of the monftnius recreation of 
tbofe late wild youths, who, withou( pio- 
vt>cation, had a wantonnefs in flabUing 
and defiu^ing thofe they met with. When 
fuch writers as this, who has no fpirit 
but that of malice, pretend to inform 

the 
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the age^ Mohocks and Cut-throats may 
well fet up for wits and men of plea- 
fure. 

It will be perhaps expefted, that I 
ftould produce fome inftances of the ill 
intention of this Freethinker, to fupport 
the treatment I here give him. In his 
5 ad page he fays, 

* iidly, The Priefts throughout the 
^ world differ about Scriptures, and the au- 

* thority of Scriptures. The Bramins have 
^ a book of Scripture, called the Shaf- 
^ tef. The Perfees have their Zundavaf- 

* taw. The Bonzes of China have books 

* written by the Difciples of Fobe, whom 
' they call the God and Saviour of the 

* world, who. was bom to teach the way 

* of falvation, and to give fatisfa^lion for 
^ all men's fins. The Talapoans of Siam 
' have a book of Scripture written by Som- 
^ monocodom, who, the Siamefe fay, was 
' bom of a Virgin, and was the God ex- 
^ pe6ked by the imiverfe. The Dervizes 

* have'their Alcoran.* 

I believe there is no one will difpute the 
Author^s great impartiality in fetting down 

the 
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the accounts of thefe diffisrent religions. 
And I think it is pretty evident he deli- 
vers the matter with an air^ that betrays 
the hiftory of one bom of a Virgin has as 
much authority with him from St. Som* 
monocodom as from St. Matthew. Thus 
he treats Revelation. Then as to Philofo- 
phy, he tells you, p. 136. ' Cicero pro- 
^ duces this as an infiance of a probable 
' opinion^ that they who ftudy Philofophy 
^ do not believe there are any Gods ;' and 
then, from confideration of various no- 
tions, he affirms, ^ Tully concludes. That 
* there can be nothing after death.' 

As to what he mifreprefents of Tully^ 
the fhort ientence on the head of this 
paper is enough to oppofe : but who can 
have patience to refleft upon the aflem- 
blage of impoftures, among which our 
author places the religion of his country ? 
As for my part, I cannot fee any poflSble 
interpretation to give this work^ but a de*' 
fign to fubvert and ridicule the authority 
of Scripture. The peace and tranquiffi^ 
of the nation, and regards even above 
thofe, are (o much concerned in this mat- 
ter. 
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ter^ that it is difficult to exprefs fufficient 
forrow for the offender^ or indignation 
againft him. But if ever man deferved 
to be denied the common benefits of air 
£Uid water, it is the Author of a Dif- 
courfe of Freediinking. 



— MANTISJ2Ufi CAPACIUS ALTA. OviD. 

As I was, the other day, taking a foli- 
tary walk in St. Paul's, I indulged my 
thoughts in the purfuit of a cert^n ana- 
logy between the Fabrick and the Chrif- 
tian Church in the largeft fenfe. The 
divine order and oeconomy of the one 
feemed to be emblematically fet forth by 
the juft, plain, and majeftick architecture 
of the other. And as the one confifis of a 
great variety of parts united in the fame 
regular defign, according to the trueft 
art, and moft exaft proportion; fo the 
other contsdns a decent fubordination of 
members, various facred inftitutions, fub- 
jime do£trines, and folid precepts of mo- , 
rality digefied into the fame defign, and 

with 
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with an admirable concurrence tending to 
one view, the haj^inefs and exaltation of 
human nature. 

In the midft of my contemplation, I 
beheld a fly upon one of the pillars ; and 
it ftraightway came into my head, that 
this fame fly was a Freethinker. For it 
required fome comprehenfion in the ^ye 
of the Spe£tator to take in at one view 
the various parts of the building, in order 
to obferve their fymmetry and defign. But 
to the fly, whofe profpeft was confined to 
a little part of one of the Acmes of a fingle 
pillar, the joint beauty oi the whole, or 
the diftinft ufe of its parts, were inconfpi- 
cuous, and nothing could appear but fmall 
inequalities in the furface of the hewn 
ftone, which in the view of that infeft 
feemed fo many deformed rocks and pre- 
Ciptces. 

The thoughts of a Freethinker are em- 
ployed on certain minute particularities 
of reli^on, the difficulty of a fingle text, 
or the unaccountablene£B of fome ftep of 
Providence or point of doctrine to his 
narrow faculties^ without comprehending 

the 
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the fcope and defign of Chriftumity^ the 
perfeAion to which it laifeth humati na- 
ture^ the light it bath fhed abroad in the 
worlds and the clofe connexion it hath as 
well with the good of public ibcieties, as 
with that of particular perfons. 

Hiis r^fed in me fomt refle£lio&s on 
that frame or difpofition which is galled 
Largenefs of mind^ its neceffity towards 
forming a true judgment c^ things^ and 
where the foul is not incurably ftinted by 
nature^ what are the likelieft methods to 
give it enlargement. 

It is evident that Philofophy doth open 
and enlarge the mind^ by the general 
views to which men are habituated in 
that ftudy^ and by the contemfdadon of 
more numerous and difiant obje£ts than 
fall within the fphere of mankind in the 
ordinary purduts of life. Hence it comes 
to pafs^ that Hiikifophers judge of moft 
things very differently from the vulgar. 
Some inftances of this may be feen in the 
Thea^tetus of Mato, vtrhere Socrates makes 
the following r^narks among others of 
the like nature* 

^When 
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^When a Philofopher hears tiiti thou- 
^ iatid acres mentioned as a great dftate, 
^ he looks *upon it as an inconfiderable 
^ fpot^ having been ufed to ci^temjplate 

* the whole globe of earth. Or when he 
^ beholds a man elated with the nobility 
^ of his race, becaufe he can reckon a fe- 
' riestof feven rich anceftors, the Philofo- 
*' pher thinks him a ftupid ignorant fellow, 
^ whofe mind cannot reach to a general 

* view of human nature, which- would 

< (hew him that we have all innumerable 

* anceftors, among whom are crowds of 

< rich and poor, kings and (laves, Greeks 
**and Barbarians/ Thus far Socrates, who 
was accounted wifer than the reft of the 
Heathens, for notions which approach the 
neareft to Chriftianity. 

As all parts and branches of Philofo- 
phy, or fpeculative knowledge, are ufeful 
in that refpefl, Aflronomy is peculiarly 
adapted to remedy a little and narrow 
ifttrit. In that fcience there are good 
reafons afligned to prove the fun an 
hundred thoufand times bigger than our 
earth; and the diftance of the ftars fo 

prodi- 
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{Anodsgious, that a cannon bullet conti- 
nuing in its ordinary rapid motion ^ould 
not arrive from hence at the neareft of 
them^ in the fpace of an hundred and ^fty 
thpufapd years. Thefe ideas wonderfully 
dilate and expand the mind. There is 
ibmething in the immenfity of this dif- 
tance^ that fhocks and ovei^helms th^ 
imagination ; it is too big for the grafp 
of the human intellect: Eftates^ Provinces^ 
and Kingdoms vaniih at its prefence. It 
were to be wiflied a certain Prince, who 
hath encouraged the ftudy of it in his 
fubje£ts, had been bimfelf a proficient in 
Aftronomy. .This might have fliewed him 
how mean an ambition that was, which 
termim^ted in a fmall part of what is it- 
felf but a point, in refpeft of that part of 
the univerfe which lies within our view. 

But the Chrii^an Religion epnobleth 
and ^nlargeth the mipd beyond any other 
profeffion or fcience whatfoever. Upon 
that fcheme, while the earth ^nd the tranf- 
ient enjoyments of this life flirink in the 
narroweft dimei^fions, and are accounted 
as thp duft of a b^ance^ the drop of a 
T bucket. 
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bucket^ yea lefs than nothing^ (the iintel* 
leftual world opens wider to* odri -vifeUr^: 
the perfedions of the Deity, the natint 
and exceUence of virtue, the dignhy ^ 
the human foul, are difplayed in :<the 
largeft charafkers. The mind of ilian 
feems to adapt itfelf to the difierent na- 
ture of its obje6l6 ; it is contra6ted and 
debafed by being oonverfant in little' and 
low things, and feels a proportionable 
enlargement arifing from the contemfda*- 
tion of thefe great and fublime ideas. 

The greatnefs of things is oompam- 
tive : and this does not only hold in re- 
fpeft of extenfion, but likewife in refpeA 
of dignity, duration, and all kinds of per- 
fe£tion. Aftronomy opens the mind, and 
alters our judgment with regard to the 
magnitude of extended Beings : but Chrif- 
tianity produceth an univerfal greatnefs 
of foul. Philofophy increafeth our views 
in every refpeft ; but Chriftianity extends 
them to a degree beyond the light of na- 
ture. 

How mean muft the moft exalted po- 
tentate upon earth appear to that eye 

which 
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whiohi'takos' in. innumerable orders of 
bJiefledTSpipits^iflifiering in glory and per* 
£t£tux\ I flow little muft the amnfements 
of feofe^ and the ordinary occupations of 
mertsi men^ feem to one who is engaged 
in fo noble a purfuit^ as the affimilation of 
hisnfelf to the Deity^ which is the proper 
raaployniont of every Chriflian ! 
- And the improvement, which grows 
iirom habituating the mind to the com«- 
prehenfive views of religion, muft not be 
thought wholly to regard the underftand- 
ing. Nothing is of greater force to fub- 
due the inordinate motions of the heart, 
fflid to regulate the will. Whether a man 
be afluated by his paffions, or his reafon, 
thefe are firft wrought upon by fome 
otgeft, which ftirs the foul in proportion 
to its apparent dtmenfions. Hence irreli- 
gious men, whofe fhort profpe6ts are filled 
with earth, and fenfe, and mortal life, are 
invited, by thefe mean ideas, to actions 
proportionably little and low. But a mind, 
whofe views are enlightened and extended 
by religion, is animated to nobler pur- 
fuits by more fublimeand remote objeAs. 
T a There 
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There is not any inftanceof weaknefs in 
the Ereethinkers^ that raifes my indigna* 
tton more, than thdr pretending to ridi- 
cule the Chriftians as men of D anv\» 'i A n- 
derftandings, and to pa& theoifelvas-upoa 
the. world for perfons of fu{>e6ior.f«nfe, 
and more enlarged views. But I leave it 
to any impartial man to judge whioh hath 
the nobler fentiments, which the greater 
views ; he whof6 notions are ftinted to a 
few miferable inlets of fenfe, or he whpfe 
fentiments are fsufed above the common 
tafte by the anticipation of thofe delights 
which will fadate the foul, when the 
whole capacity of her nature is branched 
out into new faculties? he who looks 
for nothing beyond this fhort fpan of du* 
ration, or be whofe aims are coextended 
with the endlefs leng^ of Eternity ? he 
who derives his fpirit from the elements, 
or he who thinks it was in^ired by the 
Ahnighty ? 



SiK, 
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• Sir, 

oINCE you have not refiifed to infert 
matters of a theological nature in thofe 
excellent papers^ with which you daily 
both inftmA and divert us, I eameftly 
'deflre you to print the following pa- 
per. The notions therein advanced are, 
for aught I know, new to tlie Englifli 
reader, and, if th^ are true, will afford 
room for many ufefiil inferences. 
^ No man that reads the Evangelifis, 
but muft obferve that our blefled Sa- 
viour does upon every occafion bend aH 
his force and zeal to rebuke and corred 
the hypocrify of the Pharifees. Upon 
that fubje£k he (hews a warmth, which 
one meets with in no other part of his 
fennons. They are fo enraged at the 
public detection of their fecret villanies^ 
by one who law through all their dif- 
guifes, that they joined in the profecu- 
tion of him, which was fo vigorous^ that 
mate atlaftconfented to his death. The 
frequency and vehemence of thefe repre** 
T 3 ^ henfions 
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henfions of our Lord haTe )^a<^ tho 
word Pharifee to be .lookie^ <Ug90 t«s 
odious among Chriftians^. and.tPtfx^ean 
only one who lays th^y .utvaoA Ari^s 
upon the outward^ ceremoniali ai>d<]ri-i 
tual part of his Religipn, without laaHiDg 
fuch an inward fenfe of it, as would ioad 
him to a general and fincere obfervanee 
of th<^e duties, which can only arife 
firom the heart, and which cannot be 
fuppofed to fpring from a define of ap* 
plaufe or profit. 

^ This is plain from the hiftory of the 
life and actions of our Lord, in the four 
Evangelifts. One of them, St. Luke^ 
continued his hiftory down in a fecond 
part, which we commonly call the A£ts 
of the Apoftles. Now it is obfervable^ 
that in this fecond part, in which he 
gives a particular account of what tlie 
Apoftles did and fuifered at Jeniialem 
upon their firft entering upon their com* 
miffion, and alfo of what St. Paul did 
after he was confecrated to the apoftle-* 
fhip till his journey to Rome, we find 
not only no opposition to. Chriftianity 

^ from 
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^ftom this Pbarifees, but feveral fignal 
^ oc&ELdon^i in which they affifted its firft 
•tesaehiei-s/ when the Chriftian Church 
^ w^ in its iniknt ftate. The true zea- 
^'toQ)s and hearty perfecutors of Chrif- 
^ tianky at that time were the Sadducees, 

♦ whom we may truly call the Free* 
' thhlkers among the Jews. They be* 
^Beved neither Refurreftion, nor Angela 

• Bof Spirit, i. e. in plain Englifli, they 
*'lvere Deifts at leaft, if not Atheifts; 
^ They could outwardly comply with, 
^ and conform to, the eftablifbment in 
^ church and ftate, and they pretended for- 
^ footh to belong only to a particular feftj 

* and becaufe there was nothing in the 

* law of Mofes, which in fo many words 
'afferted a Refurreftion, they appeared 
' to adhere to that in a particular man* 
' ner beyond any other part of the Old 
^ Teflament. Thefe men therefore juftly 
^ dreaded the fpreading of Chriftianity 

* after the afcenfion of our Lord, becaufe 
^ it was wholly founded upon his Refur- 

• region, 

' Accordingly therefore when Peter 
T 4 * and 
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and Jdhn had cured' tfife Ikitiie ttiittf at 
the beautiful gate of tHe Tdtn^^V^ifihd 
had thereby raifed a wonderful* Vix^Bttk- 
tion of themfelved ainong the ^pfe6plfe/ 
the Priefts and Sadducees, A&,n iv. tJk^ 
ped them up, and fent Aem awAij^ftir 
the firft time with a fevere i^e^TmAttd. 
Quickly after, when the deaths of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, and the many nA- 
racles wrought After thofe Severe 'ifi- 
ftanceS of the apoftolical power, "fcad 
alarmed the Priefts, who looked upon 
the Temple-worfliip, and confequently 
their bread, to be ftruck at, thefe Priefts, 
and all they that were with them, who 
were of the {eA of the Sadducees, iitl^ri- 
foned the Apoftles, intending to ejui- 
mine them in the great council the next 
day. Where, when the council m^t, 
and the Pr lefts and Sadducees prdpofedto 
proceed with great rigour againft them, 
we find that Gamaliel, a very eminent 
Pharifee, St. Paulas mafter, a man of 
great authority among the people, many 
of whofe determinations we have ftill 
preferved in the body of tlie Jewilh tm- 

' ditions. 
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^ di^ps, pOTimonly G^ed the Talmud^ 
^'c>ppolfr4jth^r,)iea|^ a»d told them, for 
^ ^^g]^i)^^y^lsjii^W the ApoftWs might be 
^ a(^4 jby )thQ Spirit of God, and that in 
^ fyqi^ a c^ ^t would be in vain to oppofe * 
^ t^ep;i,.,6nce;jf tfiey did fo, they would 
^ oQJiy; fig^t a^nii God, whom they could 
^ no^ overcome. Gamaliel was fo confi- 
f dera(>le a man among his own fe6t, that 
^ we may reasonably believe he fpoke the 
^ &»fe of bis party, as well as his own. 

* St* StejJben's ntiartyrdom came on pre- 
^ iantly after, in which we do not find 
^ the -Pharifees, as fuch, had any hand ; 
^ U IB probable that he was profecuted by 
^ tbofe who had before Jmprifoned Peter 
' and J^hn* One novice indeed of that 
< {&&. was fo jzealous, that he kept the 
' clothes of thofe that ftoned him. ^ This 
^ novice, whofe zeal went beyond all 
^ bounds, was the great St. Paul, who 
^ waa .peculiarly honoured with a call 

* from heaven, by which he was con- 
^ verted.; and he was afiter wards, by God 
^ himfelf, appointed to be the Apofile of 
^ the Gentiles* Befides htm, and him too 

^ reclaimed 



Digitized by Google 



%B% AOAH&ST^THB MODERN 

' reclaimed in fo glorioua a- manner^ w« 
^ find no one Pbariiee lekheir named or 
^ hkited at by St. Luke^ a& an Q/ppa[t£ of 
^ Chriftianity in thofe eariieft dajy^s. Wiiat 

* others might do we knowr not. Bat we 
^ find the Sadducees purfuing St. Paid even 
^ to deaths at his coming to Jeru&lem^ in 
', the 2ift of the ASU. He then^ upoci all 
^ occafions, owned himfelf to be A Pha* 
^ rifee. In the aad chapter he told the 
' people, that he had been bred up' at the 
^ feet of Gamaliel after the ftri£keft man- 

* ner, in the Law of his &thers. In the 
^ 23d chapter he told the council, that 
^ he was a Pharifee, the fon of a Pharifee, 
^ and that he was accufed for afl^ting 
^ the Hope and Refurre&ion of the dead> 

* which was their darling do£bine. Here- 
^ upon the Pharifees flood by him, and 
' though they did not own our Saviour to 
' be the Meffiah^ yet they would not 
^ deny but fome angel or fpirit might 
^ have fpoken to him, and then, if they 
^ oppofed him, tbey fhould fight againft 

* God. This was the very argument Ga- 
^ maliel had ufed before. The Refurrec- 

^tion 
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^iAow of'oui? Lordy which they few fo ftre- 
^ iivKmfly aflerted by the ApoftleSj whofe 
^ imraeles they alfo few and owned^ (Ads 
^ iy. 16.) fiaBms to have ftruck them^ mid 

* fnanyf of them were converted (A&b 
^ XV. 5*) even without a miracle, and the 
^ refl-ftood ftUl, and made no oppofition. 

^ I We fee here what the part was, which 
^the Pharifees aded in this important 
^ donjundure. Of the Sadducees, we meet 
^ not with one in the whole apoftolic hif- 

* tory, that was converted. We hear of 
^ ilo miracles wrought to convince any 
^ of them, though there was an eminent 
^ ooe wrought to reclaim a Pharifee. St. 
^ Paul, we fee, after his converfion, al- 
^ ways gloried in his having been bred a 
^ Pharifee. He did fo to the people of 
^ Jeru&lem, to the great council, to King 
^Agrif^, and to the Philippians. So 
^ that from hence we may juftly infer, 
^ that it was not their inftitution, which 
^, was in itfelf laudable, which our blefled 
' Saviour found fault with, but it was 
f their hypoorify, their covetoufnefs, their 

* oppreffion, their overvaluing Uiemfelves 

^upon 
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Upon their zeal for the ceremonial Law, 
and their adding to that yoke by their 
traditions^ all which -were not properly 
eflentials of their inftitution^ that our 
Lord blamed. 

^ But I muft not run x)n. What I 
would obferve, ffir, i», that adieifm is 
more dreadful^ and would be more 
grievous to human fociety^ if it were 
invefted with fufficient power^ than re- 
ligion under any (hape, where its pro- 
feflbrs do at the bottom believe what 
they profefs. I defpair not of a Papift's 
converfion, though I would not wil- 
lingly lie at a zealot Papift's mercy ; 
and no Proteftant would^ if he knew 
what popery is^ though he truly believes 
in our Saviour. But the Freethinker, 
who fcarcely believes there is a God, 
and certainly difbelieves Revelation^ is a 
very terrible animal. He viall talk of 
natural rights^ and the juft freedoms of 
mankind^ no longer than till he him- 
felf gets into power; and, by the inftance 
before us, we have (mail grounds to 
hope for his falvation, or that God wiH 

*ever 
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'eypit^yQvicl^aJ^ him fufficient grace to 
' X^lfipx bixa.fmm errors, which have 
^b^f^,.fp, immedUtely levelled againft 

^ If thefe notions be true, as I verily 
^ l^idb^e they are, I thought they might 
^ ])G worth publifhing at this time, for 
^ wbid>,rcafoii they are fent in this man- 
^ 1^ tp you by,. 



'**! 



♦Sir, 



1 V • 

■ ^ Your moft humble Servant, 



'A f 
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SECTION Kw ,, r. • .j.M.-.r 

IMMORTALITY OP THE SOtJL, Alto'k ' 
FUTURB STATB. ^» 5 • • '' 

. -T I • 

HBSCIO QUOMODO INHJERET IN MINTIBITS ^p^l^^» 
CULORUM QUOOOAM AUGURIUM FUTURORUM '. ID- 
OUE IN MAXIMI8 INCENIIf ALTISSl MISQUE ANIMtS 
SZISTIT MAXIMS BT APPARET PACILLIME. 

CiC. TUEC. QUAST. 

To the Spectator. 
'Sir, 

. X AM fully perfuaded that one of the 

* beft fprings of generous and worthy ac- 
' tions is, the having generous and wor- 

* thy thoughts of ourfelves. Whoever 
' has a mean opinion of the dignity of his 
' nature, will a£b in no higher a rank than 
' he has allotted himfelf in his own efti- 
' mation. If he confiders his being as 
' circutnfcribed by the uncertain term of 
^a few years, his defigns will be con- 
' traded into the fame narrow fpan he 
< ima^nes is to bound his exiftence. 

'How 
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* How can he exalt his thoughts to any 
*- thing great and ndbte^ who only believes 
< that, Sjfter sl fhort turn on the ilage of 
^ this world, he is to (ink into oblivion^ 

* and to lofe his confcioufnefs for ever ? 

^ For this reafon I am of opinion, that 
' fo ufefiil and elevated a contemplation, 
^ as that of the Soul's Immortality, can- 

* not be refumed too often. There is not 

* a more improving exercife to the human 

* mind, than to be frequently reviving its 
^ own great privileges and endowments j 
^ nor a more effedual means to awaken 
^ in us an ambition raifed above low ob- 
^je£ls and little purfuits, than to value 

* ourfelves as heirs of eternity < 

^ It is a very great fatisfaftion to confi- 
' der the beft and wifeft of mankind in all 

* nations and ages, aflerting, as with one 

* voice, this their birth-right, and to find 
' it ratified by an exprefs revelation. At 

* the fame time, if we turn our thoughts 

* inward upon ourfelves, me may meet 
' with a kind of fecret fenfe concurring 

* with the proofs of our own immor- 

^ tality. 

^You 
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^ You have, in my apmionyinMI afpiod 
^ prefuinptive lurguDient^froM Aewnwnf" 
^ ing appetite the mandi *lmB M> kmw- 
^ ledge, and to the extending tt» own &- 
^ culties, which caiifiot fc« tcconipfiiied, 
^ as the more leftrained poib^att of 
^ lower creatures may, in the'KiiitS'ofa 
^ ffaort life. I think another pPobd>le 
f conjecture may be raifed from our ap^ 
^ petite to duralion itfelf, and ffom a re- 
^•fleftion on our progre£ithrou^h thefe- 

* veral ftages of it : We are<>(«i|4aiiang, 
^ as you obferve in a former fpeculalion, 
^ of the ihortnefs of life, and yet are per- 
' petually hurrying over the p&rts of it, 

* to arrive at certain little fettlements, or 

* iniaginary points of reft, which aredif- 
^ perfed up and down in it. » ■ ' 

' Now let us confider what hs^)peiiB to 
^ us when we arrive at thofe imaginary 

* points of reft : do we ftop our motion, 
^ and fit down fatisfied in the fet^diement 

* we hav^ g^ned? or are v\^ not re- 
^ moving the boundary, and miirkiiig out 

* new points of reft, to which we prefe 

* forward with the like eargemefs^ and 

* which 
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^nbiek osaie to ht ^(aA as &ft as we 
mtmn>ik€m ? Onrtoofe ^4ike tbat of a 
mo^dkr «(ion. tlie Alps^ who ihould 
&iioy «diat the top^ of the next hill muft 
find wUs jeiuiifsyy fatcaufe it terminates 
his* pFdSpm0L : hut be no fooner arrives 
atit^-dmn be fees new ground and other 
JaiUsF. beyond it, and ocMitinues to travel 
«on.as l^i^ret 

< This? is fo plainly eveiy man's condi- 
!tipli in life^.that there is no one, who has 
dbfetvod any iMng; but may ob&rve, 
tbat as &ft as his time wears away, his 
appetite to fomething future remains. 
The ufe therefore I would make of it 
is this : that fince nature (as fome love 
to expre& it) does nothing in viun, or, 
to fpeak properly, fince the Author of 
our behig has planted no wandering 
paiBon in it, no defire which has not its 
objeA, futurity is the proper objefl: of 
the paffion fo conftantly exercifed about 
it ; and this reftleflhefs in the prefent, 
this affigning ourfelves over to fiirtber 
flages of duration, this fucceffive grafp- 
ing at fomewhat ftill to come, a{q)ears 
u 'to 
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to me (whatever it may to others) as a 
kind of iiiftin&5 or natural fymptom, 
which the mind of man has of its own 
immortality^ 

^ I take it at the fame time for granted^ 
that the immortality of the foul is fuffi^ 
ciently eftabliflied by other arguments : 
and if fo, this appatitef which otherwife 
would be very unaccountable and ab- 
furdj feems very reafonable^ and adds 
ftrength to the conclufion. But I am 
amazed when I confider there are crea- 
tures capable of thought, who^ in ^ite 
of every argument, can form to them- 
felves a fullen fatisfa&ion in thinking 
otherwife. There is fomething fo pi- 
tifully mean in the inverted ambition 
of that man who can hope for annihi- 
lation, and pleafe himfelf to think that 
his whole fabrick ihall one day crumble 
into duft, and mix with the mafs of 
inanimate beings, that it equally de- 
ferves our admiration and pity. The 
myftery of fuch men's unbelief is not 
hard to be penetrated; and indeed 
amounts to nothing more than a for- 

^did 
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^ did hope^ that they fhall not be unmor- 
^ tal^* becaufe they dare not be fo. 

^ This' brings me back to my firft 
' obfervation, and gives me occafion to 
^ fay iurther. That as worthy afilions 
^ fpring from worthy thoughts^ fo wor- 
^ thy thoughts are likewife the confe- 
^ quenoe of worthy actions : but the 
^ wrttch, who has degraded himfelf be- 
^ low the charafter of immortality, is 
' very willing to reflgn his pretentions to 
^ it/ atid to fubftitute in its room a dark 
' negative happinefs in the extin£don of 
' his being. 

<■ The admirable Shakefpear has given 
' us a flrong image of the unfupported 
^ ck>ildition of fuch a perfon in his laft 
' ihimites, in the fecond part of King 

* Heni*y the Siirth, where Cardinal Beau- 
^ ftW, 'Who had been concerned in the 

* nfitttder of the good Duke Humphrey, 
^ IS I'eprefented on his death-bed. After 
^ fdme fhort' confufed fpeeches, which 
^ Ihtfw an imagination dilhirbed with 

* gidlt, jdft as he is exfnring. King Henry, 

V 2 ' ftanding 
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^ Handing by him full of compaffion^ 
' fays, 

" Lord Cardinal ! if thou think'ft on heaven's blife, 
** Hold up thy hand> mik« fignal of that hope ! — 
** He dies, and makes fio fign !" 

^ The de%air, which is here (hewn, 
^ without a word or a£tion on Uie part 
^ of the dying perfon, is beyond what 
^ could be painted by the moft forcible 
^ expreffions whatever. 

' I (hall not^purfue this thoi]^t fur- 
^ ther, but only add, that as annihilation 
^ is not to be had with a wi(h, fo it is the 
^ moft abjeft thing in the world to wiflf 
^ it. What are honour, fame, wealth, or 
' power, when compared with the ge- 
^ nerous expe^don of a being without 
^ end, and a happinels adequate to that 
* being ? 

* I am, Sir, 

^ Your moft obedient, 
^ humble Servant, 
Z. ^ T. D.' 



Digitized by Google 



AND A FUTURE STATE* ^93 

'£y Ixv^iy xjf^ rtHi av^t ixw $l«fiu EuRi Pio. 

X HE time prefeht feldom affords fuffi- 
cient employment to the mind of man. 
Objefts df pain or pleafure, love or ad- 
miration, do not lie thick enough toge- 
ther in life^ to keep the foul in conftant 
a6tion^ and fupply an immediate exer- 
cife to its faculties. In order, therefore, 
to remedy this defeft, that the mind may 
not want bufinefs, but always have ma- 
terials for thinking, (he is endowed with 
certain powers, that can recall what is 
paft, and anticipate what is to come. 

That wonderful faculty, which we call 
the Memory, is perpetually looking back, 
when we have nothing prefent to enter- 
tain us. It is like thofe repofitories in 
feveral animals, that are filled with ftores 
of their former food, on which they may 
ruminate when their prefent pafture fails. 

As the memory relieves the mind in 

her vacant moments, and prevents any 

chafms of thought by ideas of what is 

paft, we have other faculties, that agitate 

u 3 and 
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and employ her upoil vAikt is to dotae. 
Thefe are the paffions of Hope and Fear. 

By thefe two paSkjfAi we' reach* f6r- 
ward into futurity, dnd bring ' ii|l tifif omr 
prefent thoughts otjeftft that' lie Mi* hi 
the remoteft depths of tithe. We filflfer 
mifery, and enjoy happlnefs, befori thfey 
are in being ; we can fet the lUiv and 
ftars forward, or lofe ftght of them by 
wandering into thofe retired parts of 
eternity, when the heavens and earth 
fhall be no more. 

By the way; who can imagine that 
the exiftence of a creature is to be cir- 
cumfcribed by time, whofe thoughts are 
not? But I (hall, in this paper, confine 
myfelf to that particular paflion, which 
goes by the name of Hope. 

Our aftual enjoyments are fo few and 
tranfient, that man would be a very mi- 
ferable being, were he not endowed with 
this paffion, which gives him a tafte of 
thofe good things, that may poffibly come 
into his pofleffion. ' We (hould hope 
^ for every thing that is good,' fays the 
old poet Linus, ' becaufe there is no- 

' thing 
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* thing which may not be hoped for, and 
^nothing but what the gods are able 
^ to give us.' Hope quickens all the 
ftill parts of Jifip^^and kjeeps the mind 
awake ipihertmoft. remifs and indolent 
hours. It gives habitoial ferenity and 
good humour. It is a kind of vital heat 
in the foul, that cheers and gladdens her, 
when {he does not attend to it. It makes 
pain eafy, and labour pleafant. 

Befide thefe feveral advantages which 
rife fh>m Hope, there is another, which is 
none of the leaft, and that is, its great ef- 
ficacy in preferving us from fetting too 
high a value on prefent enjoyments. The 
faying of Csefar is very well known. 
When he had given awa;^ all his eftate 
in gratuities among his friends, one of 
them aiked what he had left for himfelf $ 
to which that great man replied, Hope. 
His natural magnanimity hindered him 
from prizing what he was certainly pof- 
feiled of, and turned all his thoughts 
upon fomething more valuable that he 
had in view. I queftion not but every 
reader will draw a moral from this ftory, 
u 4 and 
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iEUid af^ly it to hinifelif^ without my di- 
reftion. < • 

The old ftoiy of Puidora't baxi(which 
many of the learned believe was formed 
among the Heathens upon the tradition 
of the fall of man) (hews us how deplo<^ 
rable a ftate they thought the prefent 
life without Hope. To iet forth the 
utmoft condition of mifery, they toll us, 
that our forefather, according to the 
Pagan Theology^ had a great veffid pre- 
fented him by Pandora : upon his lifting 
up the lid of it, fays the fable, there flew 
out all the calamities and diftempers in- 
cident to men, from which, till that 
time, they had been altogether exempt 
Hope, who had been inclofed in the cup 
with fo much bad company, inftead of 
flying off with the reft, ftuck fo elofe to 
the lid of it, that it was (hut down upon 
her. 

I fhall make but two reflections upon 
what I have hitherto faid. Firft, that no 
kind of life is fo happy as that which is 
full of Hope, efpecially when the Hope is 
well grounded, and when the obje& of it 

is 
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is of an exalted kind> and in its nature 
proper to make the perfon happy who 
enjoys.it/ This^ pvopoiition muft be very 
evidenl^itefldiofey who oonfider how few 
are the prefent enjoyments of the moft 
h^^pjnman^ and howt infuiScient to give 
him «iti entire fatisfa^ticNi' and acquief- 
cenoe in tbem^ 

My next obfervadoii is this> That a re- 
ligious .Kfe is that which moft abounds in 
a weU-grounded Hope^ and fueh an one as 
is fixed on objects that, are capable of 
making us* entirely happy. This Hope 
in a religious man is much more fure 
and certain than the hope of any temporal 
blefijkigy as it is flrengthened not only by 
reafon^ but by faitli. It has at the fame 
time itsi ?eye perpetually fixed on that 
flate, which implies in the very notion of 
it the noft full and the mod complete 
happinefs. 

I ha¥& bcfidre fhewn how the influence 
of Hc^ in general fweetens life^ and 
makes our prefent condition iupportable^ 
if not pleafing ; but a religious Hope has 
ftill greater advantages. It does not only 

bear 
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bear up the mind under her fu&rings, 
but makes her rejoice in them^ as they 
may be the inftruments of -procuring her 
the great and uhimate end. of all her 
Hope. 

Religious Hope has likewife this ad- 
vantage above any other kind of Hope^ 
that it is able to revive the dying man^ 
and to fill his mind not only with fecret 
comfort and reireihment, but fometimes 
with rapture and tranfport. He triumphs 
in his agonies, whilft the foul fprings for* 
ward with delight to the great obje£k 
which he has always had in view^ and 
leaves the body with an expe£lation of 
being reunited to her in a glorious and 
joyful refurreAion. 

I (hall conclude this eflay with thofe 
emphatical expreffions of a lively Hope, 
which the Pfalmift made ufe of in the 
midfl: of thofe dangers and adveriSties 
which furrounded him ; for the following 
paflage had its prefent and perfonal, as 
well as its future and prophetic fenfe. 
^ I have fet the Lord always before me : 
^ becaufe he is at my right hand^ I (hall 

^not 
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« not be moved. Therefore my heart is 

* glad, and my glory rejoiceth : my flefli 
' alfo (hall reft in hope For thou wilt 

* not leave my foul in heU, neither wilt 
' thou fuffer thine holy one to fee cor- 
^ ruption. Thou wilt (hew me the path 
^ of life : in thy prefence is fulnefs of joy, 
^ at thy right hand there are pleafures for 
^ evermore/ C. 



To the Spectator. 

*SlR, 

* IT has been ufual to remind perfons of 
^ rank, on great occaiions in life, of their 

* race and quality, and to what expe6bi- 

* tions they were bom ; that, by confi- 
^ dering what is worthy of them, they 
^ may be withdrawn from mean purfuits^ 
^ and encouraged to laudable undertak- 

* ings. This is turning nobility into a 

* principle of virtue, and making it pro- 

^ dudive 
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' duAive of merit, as it is* un^i*ft66d to 
^ have been originally a reward of it: 
' It is for the like reafon, I iriiagine, 

* that you have in fome of yourfpectda- 
^ tions afferted to your readers liiedigrtity 
' of human natures. But you cannot be 
^ infenfible that this is a controverted 

* doftrine : there are authors, who confi- 
^ der human nature in a very different 
^ view, and books of maxims have been 
^ written to (hew the falfity of all human 
^ virtues. The refleftions, which are made 
^ on this fubjeft, ufually take fome tinc- 
^ ture from the tempers and charafters of 

* thofe that make them. Politicians can 
' refolve the moft fliining aftions among 
' men into artifice and defign : others, 
^ who are foured by difcontent, repulfes, 
^ or ill ufage, are apt to miftake their 
' fpleen for philofophy : men of profligate 

* lives, and fuch as find themfelves inca- 
^ pable of rifing to any diftinftion among 
^ their fellow-creatures, are for pulling 
^ down all appearances of merit, which 
^ feem to upbraid them : and fatirifts de- 

^ fcribe 
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^ fcribe nojtWng but deformity* From all 
^ thefe hands w^ have fudi draughts of 
^ ni,ank,uid as are reprefented in thofe bur- 
^ lefque rpi£^es^ which the Italians call 
^ Caiicatuitas ; where the art confifts in 
^ preferving, axnidft diAorted proportions 
' andaggcavated features^ fome diftinguifh- 

* ing likenefs of the perfon, but in fuch a 
^ manner as to transform the moft agree- 
^ able beauty into the mofl: odious mon- 
^fler. 

^ It is very difingenuous to level the 

* beft of mankind with the worft, and for 
^ the &ults of particulars to degrade the 
^ whole fpecies. Such methods tend not 
^ only to remove a man's good opinion 
^ of others, but to deftroy that reverence 
^ for himfelf, which is a great guard of in- 
^ nocence, and a fpring of virtue. 

* It is true indeed that there are furprif- 

* ing mixtures of beauty and deformity, 
^ of wifdom and folly, virtue and vice in 
^ the human make; fuch a difparity is found 
^ among numbers of the fame kind, and 

* every individual, in fome inflances, or at 
^ fome times, is fd unequal to himfelf, that 

' man 
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' man feems to be the moft wavering and 
^ inconfiftent being in the whole creation. 
^ So that the queftion in morality, concem- 
^ ing the dignity of our nature, may at 
^ firft fight appear like fome difficult quef- 
^ tions in natural philofophy, in which 
^ the arguments on both fides feem to 
^ be of equal ftrength. But as I began 
^ with confidering this point as it re- 
^ lates to action, I fhall here barrow an 
^ admirable reflection from Monfieur P^- 
^ cal, which I think fets it in its proper 
'Ught. 

^^ It is of dangerous confequence, lays 
'^ he, to reprefent to man how near he is 
** to the level of beafts, vrithout fhewing 
^^ him at the fame time his greatnefs. It 
^^ is likewife dangerous to let him fee his 
*^ greatnefs without his meannefs. It is 
^* more dangerous yet to leave him igno- 
^' rant of either ; but very beneficial that 
'^ he (hould be made fenfible of both." 
^ Whatever imperfections we may have 
' in our nature, it is the bufinefs of reli- 
^ gion and virtue to redify them^ as far 
^ as is confiftent with our prefent ftate. 

^In 
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^ In the mean time^ it is no finall enpou- 
^ ragement to generous minds to oonfider 
^ that, we fhall put them all off with our 
^ mortality. ThatfuUime manner of falu- 

* tadony with which the Jews approached 
^ their kings, 

»* b King, live for ever !" 

^ may be addrefled to the loweft and moft 
^ defpifed mortal among us, under all the 
^ infirmities • and difirefles, with which 

* we fee him furrounded. And who- 

* ever believes the immortality of the 

* foul, will not need a better argument for 
^ the dignity of his nature, nor a ftronger 
^ incitement to a£tions fuitable to it. 

' I am naturally led by this refle£tion 
^ to a fubje£t I have already touched upon 
^ in a former letter, and cannot without 
^ pleafure call to mind the thoughts of 
^ Cicero to this purpofe, in the clofe of 
^ his book concerning Old Age. Every 
^ one who is acquainted with his writings 
^ will remember that the elder Cato is in- 
^ troducbd in that difcourfe as the fpeaker, 
^ and Scipio and Laelius as his auditors. 

'This 
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«Thi« venerable perfon is repiefented 
' looking forward, as it were^ from the 
' verge of extreme old age, into a future 
^ ftate, and rifing into a eontemplatioii on 
^ the unperifiiable part of his nature, and 
^ its exiftence after death. I fliall coUeA 

* part of his difcourfe. And as you have 
' formerly offered fome arguments for the 
' Soul's Immortality, agreeable both to 
' reafon and the Chriftian doftrine, I be- 
< lieve your readers will not be difpleafed 
^ to fee how the fame great truth fliines 

* in the pomp of Roman eloquence. 

^' This, fays Cato, is my firm perfua- 
^' fion, that fince the human foul exerts 
" itfelf with fo great aftivity, finoe it has 
'^ fuch a remembrance of the paft, fuch a 
'^ concern for the future, fince it is en- 
*' riched with fo many arts, fciences, and 
*' difcoveries, it is impoffible but the Be- 
'' ing which contsdns all thefe muft be 
« Immortal." 

^ The elder Cyrus, juft before his death, 
^is reprefented by Xenophon fpeaking 
« after this manner : *' Think not, my 
" deareft children, that when I depart 

*^ jfiom 



Digitized by Google 



AND A FUTURE STATE. 305 

".from you I (hall be no more; but re- 
"member, that my foul, even while I 
f ^ lived among you, was invifible to you ; 
" yet by my eeBdonn you were fenfible it 
" exifted in this body. Believe it there- 
" fore exifting ftill, though it be ftill un- 
" feen. How quickly would the honours 
"ofilluftrious men periih after death, if 
"their fouls performed nothing to pre- 
" ferve their fame ! For my own part, I 
" could never think that the foul, while 
" in a mortal body, lives ; but when de- 
" parted out of it, dies ; or that its confci- 
" oufnefs is loft- when it is difcharged out 
" of an txnconfcious habitation. But when 
"it is 'freed from all corporeal alliance, 
" then it tfuly exifts. Further, fince the 
" human fmme is broken by death, tell 
" us what becdmes of its parts ? It is vi- 
"fibWwhither the materials of other be- 
" iiijg^aretranflated, namely, to the fource 
".from whence they had their birth. The 
" foul alone neither i»refent nor departed 
" is the objeft of our eyes."' 

*« Thus Cyrus. But to proceed. No one 

" (hall perfuade me, Scipio, that your 

X " worthy 
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*« worthy ikther^ or' your gnbtdfathers 
'' Paulus and Africanus, or AfHcatiu^ his 
" father, oriincle, ormany other eredlent 
** men, whom I need notname^peifofeihed 
'* fo many anions to be remembered by 
"pofterity, without being lenfible that 
<« fiitmity was their right. And, if I may 
•*be allowed an old man's privilege, to 
'* fpeak of myfelf, do you tMnk I would 
** have endured the &tigne of fo many 
'< wearifome days and nights, both at 
*^ home and abroad, if I imaged that 
^' the fame boundary, which is fet to my 
" life, muft terminate my glory? Were 
'^ it not more defirable to have worn out 
^^ my days in eafe and tranquillity, firee 
*' from labour and without emulation ? 
*' But, I know not how, my foul haa al- 
'< wayfi raifed itfelf, and looked forward 
<< on futurity, in this view and expe^tion, 
" that when it (hall depart out of life, it 
" fhall then live for ever; and if this 'were 
^' not true, that the Mind is immlortal, 
** the fouls of the moft worthy would not, 
^< abbre ail others, hufve the ftrongeft im- 
« puMe to glory. 

"What 
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^^ What befides this is the caufe that 
^^thewifeft men die with the. greateft 
^* equanimity^ the> igiioj^ant with the 
^^ greateft concern ? Does it not feem 
^^ that thofe minds^ which have the moft 
^' extenfiye views, forefee they are re- 
^* moving to a happier condition, which 
^^ thofe of a narrower fight do not per- 
^^ ceive ? I, for my part, am tranfported 
^^ with the hope of feeing your anceftors, 
^* whom I have honoured and loved, and 
^^am eameftly defirous of meeting not 
^^ only thofe excellent perfons whom I 
^' have known, but thofe too of whom I 
^^ have heard and read, and of whom I 
.*^ myfelf have written ; nor would I be 
^^ detained from fo pleafing a journey. O 
^' ba{^y day, when I fliall efcape from 
^c dus crowd, this heap of pollution, and 
^^ foe admitted to that divine ^embly of 
^^ exalted fpixits ! « when I ihall gp npt only 
^' to thofe great peifons I havie named, 
^'.but to, my. Cato, my^ ion, than whom 
^^. a> better man was never born, and 
^' whofe funeial rites I myl^ performed, 
^^ whereas he ou^t rather U> have at- 
X!Z " tended 
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^< tended mine. Yet has not his foul de- 
<^ ferted me^ but feeming to caft back a 
'< look on me, is gone before to thofe 
'^ habitations, to which it was fenfible 
^* I ihould follow him. And though I 
'^ might appear to have borne my lofe 
'^ with courage, I was not unaffe^d 
" with it; but I comforted myfelf in the 
'^ affurance, that it would not be long 
'^ before we ihould meet again, and be 
*' divorced no more/' 

^lam, Su-, &c/ 

——NEC MORTI ESSE LOCUM — ViRG. 

A LEWD young fellow feeing an aged 
hermit go by him barefoot, ^ Father^' lays 
he, ^ you are in a very miferable condi- 
^ tion, if there is not another world/ 
' True, fon,' faid the hermit j ^ but what 
^ is thy condition if there is ?' Man is a 
creature defigned for two different dates 
of being, or rather for two different lives. 
His firft life is ihort and tranfient ; his fe- 
cond permanent and lafting. The quef- 
tion we are all concerned in is this; In 

which 
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which of thefe two lives is it our chief in- 
tereft to make ourfelves happy ? Or, in 
other words. Whether we ihould endea- 
vour to fecure to ourfelves the pleafures and 
gratifications of a life which is uncertain 
and precarious, and at its utmoft length of 
a very inconfiderable duration ; or to fe- 
cure to ourfelves the pleafures of a life 
which is fixed ai^d fettled, and will never 
end ? Every man, upon the firft hearing 
of this queftion, knows very well which 
fide of it he ought to clofe with. But, 
however right we are in theory, it is 
pl^n that in pra£tice we adhere to the 
wrong fide of the quefiion. We make 
. . provifions for this life as though it were 
never to have an end, and for the other 
life as though it were never to have a be^ 
ginning. 

Should a fpirit of fuperior rank, who is 
a ftranger to human nature, accidentally 
alight upon the earth, and take a furvey 
of its inhabitants ; what would his no- 
tions of us be ? Would not he think that 
we are a fpecies of beings made for quite 
different ends and purpofes than what we 
X 3 really 
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really are ? Muft not he imagine that we 
were placed in this world to get riches 
and honours? Would not he think that 
it was oiu* duty to toil after wealthy and 
ftadon, and title? Nay^ would not he 
believe we were forbidden poverty by 
threats of eternal puniihment, and en- 
joined to purfue our pleafures under pain 
of damnation ? He would certdnly ima- 
gine that we were influenced by a fcheme 
of duties quite oppofite to thofe which 
are indeed prefcribed to us. And truly, 
according to fuch an imagination, he 
muft conclude that we are a fpecies of 
th& moft obedient creatures in the uni- 
verfe ; that we are conftant to our duty, 
and that we keep a fteady eye on the end, 
for which we were fent hither. 

But how great would be his aftonifli- 
ment, when be learnt that we were be- 
ings not defigned to exift in this i^^orld 
above tbreefcore and t^ years ? and that 
the greateft part of this bufy fpecies &11 
fhort even of that age ? How wout4 he 
be loft in horror and admiration, when he 
ihould know that this fet of creatures, 

who 
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who lay out all their endeavours for this 
life^ which fisarce deferves the name of 
exiftence, when, I fay, he fliould know 
that this fet of creatures are to exift to all 
eternity in another life, for which they 
make no preparations ? Nothing can be a 
greater dUgrace to reafon, than that men, 
who are perfuaded of thefe two different 
ftates of being, fhould be perpetually em- 
ployed in providing for a life of threefcore 
and ten years, and negle6ling to make 
provifion for that, which, after many my- 
riads of years, will be ftill new, and ftill 
beginning; efpecially when we confider 
that our endeavours for making ourfelves 
gre^t, or rich, or honourable, or whatever 
elfe we place our happinefs in, may, after 
all, prove unfuccefsful ; whereas if we 
conftantly and fincerely endeavour to 
make ourfelves happy in the other life, 
we ^e fiire that our endeavours will fuc- 
ceed, and that we fliall not bfe difap- 
pointed of our hope. 

The following queftion i^ ftarted by one 

of the fchoolmen^ Suppofihg th6 whole 

body of the earth were a great ball or 

X 4 mafs 
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mafs of the fined land^ and that a fingle 
grain or particle of this fand ihould be 
annihilated every thoufand years. Sup- 
pofing then that you had it in your choice 
to be happy all the while this prodigious 
mafs of fand was confuming by this flow 
method, till there was not a grain of it 
left, on condition you were to be mifera- 
ble for ever after ; or fuppofing that you 
might be happy for ever after, on con- 
dition you would b^ miferable till the 
whole mafs of fand was thus annihilated 
at the rate of one grain in a thouland 
years : which of thefe two cafes would 
you make your choice ? 

It muft be confefled in this cafe, fo 
raany thoufands of years are to the ima- 
gination as a kind of eternity, though in 
reality they do not bear fo great a pro- 
portion to that duration which is to fol- 
low them, as an unit does to the greateft 
number which you can put together in 
figures, or as one of thofe fands to the 
fuppofed heap. Reafon therefore tells us, 
without any manner of hefitation, which 
would be the better part of this choice. 

How- 
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However^ as I have before intimated, our 
reafon might, in fuch a cafe, be fo overfet 
by the imagination, as to difpofe fome per- 
fons to fink under the confideration of 
the great length of the firil part of this 
duration, and of the great diftaiice of thai 
fecond .duration which is to fucceed it. 
The mind, I fay, might give itfelf up to 
that happinefs which is at hand, confi- 
dering that it is fo very near, and that it 
would laft fo very long. But when the 
choice we a&ually have before us is this. 
Whether we will choofe to be happy for 
the fpace only of threefcore and ten, nay 
perhaps of only twenty or ten years, I 
might fay of on^ a day or an hour, and 
miferable to all eternity j or, on the con- 
trary, miferable for this fliort term of 
years, and happy for a whole eternity : 
what words are fufficient to exprefs that 
folly and want of confideration, which in 
fuch a cafe makes a wrong choice ? 

I here put the cafe even at the worft, 
by fuppofing (what feldom happens) that 
a couri'e of virtue makes us miferable in 
this life ! but if we fuppofe (as it gene- 
rally 
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rally happens) that virtue would make us 
more happy even in this life than a con- 
trary courfe of vice ; how can we fufB- 
ciently admire the ftupidity or madnefs 
of thofe perfons who are capable of mak- 
ing fo abfurd a choice ? 

Every wife man therefore will confider 
this life only as it may conduce to the 
happinefs of the other, and cheerfiilly ia- 
crifice the pleafures of a few years to 
thofe of an eternity. 



I.ABITUR IT LABETUR IN OMNI VOLUBILIS AVUM. 

HOK. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

± HERE are none of your fpeculations, 

< wbidi pleafe me more than thofe upon 
^ Infinitude and Eternity. You have al- 

* ready confidered that part of Eternity 

< which is paft, and I wi(h you would 

* give us your thoughts upon that which 
' is to come. 

' Your readers will perhaps receive 

* greater pleafure from this view of Eter- 

* nity 
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^ nity than the fbnner, fince we have, 
' every one of us, a concern in that which 
' is to come : whereas a fpeculation on 
^ that which is pad: is rather curious than 
'ufefiil. 

* Befides, we can eafily conceive it 

* pofBble for fucceffive duration never to 
^ have an end; though, as you have juftly 
^ obferved, that Eternity which never had 
^ a beginning is altogether incomprehen- 
< fible ; that is, we can conceive an eter- 
^ nal duration which may be, though we 

* cannot an eternal duration which hath 

* been ; or, if I may ufe the philofophical 
^ terms, we may apprehend a potential 

* though not an aftual eternity. 

^ This notion of a future Eternity, 
' which is natural to the mind of man, 

* is an unanfwerable argument that he is 
^ a being defigned for it ; efpecially if W6 

* confider that he is capable of being vir- 
' tuous or vicious here ; that he hath fa- 
^ culties improvable to all Etemityi and, by 

* a proper or wrong employment of them, 

* may be happy or miferable throughout 
^ that infinite duration. Our idea indeed 

*of 
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^ of this Eternity is not of an adequate or 
^ fixed nature^ but is perpetually growing 

< and enlarging itfelf toward the objeft, 
^ which is too big for human comprehen- 
' fion. As we are now in the beginning 

* of exiftence^ fo (hall we always appear 
^ to ourfelves as if we were for ever en- 

* tering upon it. After a million or two 
^ of centuries^ fome confiderable things 
f abeady pad: may flip out of our me- 
^ mory ; which, if it be not ftrengthened 
^ in a wonderful manner, may poffibly 
^ forget that there ever was a Sun or Pla- 
^ nets. And yet, notwithftanding the long 
' race that we fliall then have run, we 

< fliall ftill imagine ourfelves juft flarting 
' from the goal, and find no proportion 
' between that fpace which \^e know had 
^ a be^nning, and what we are fure will 
' never have an end.* 
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SSNTIO TI SfiDSM HOMIMUM AC DOMUM CON- 
TfiMPLARIy QUC 81 TIBI PARTA (CT £St) ITA TIDS- 
TUR, HCC COtLESTtA tfiMPIR SPfiCTATO ; ILLA HU- 
, MANA CONTEMNITO. CiCfiRO SOMN. SCIP. 

JL HE following Eflay comes from the 
ingenious author of the letter upon No- 
velty^ printed in a late Spe£Utor: the 
notions are drawn from the Platonic way 
of thinking; but as they contribute to 
raife the mind^ and may infjnre noble 
fentiments of our own future grandeur 
and happinefs^ I think it well deferves 
to be prefented to the public. 

IF the univerfe be the creature of an 
Intelligent Mind^ this Mind could have 
no immediate regard to himielf in pro- 
ducing it. He needed not to make trial 
of his Omnipotence, to be informed what 
efk&s were within its reach : the worlds 
as exifting in his eternal idea, was then 
as beautiful as now it is drawn forth 
' into being ; and in the immenfe abyfs of 
his Eflence are contsuned far brighter 
(cenes than will be ever fet forth to view ; 

it 
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it being impoifible that the great Author 
of Nature fhould bound his own power, 
by giving exiftence to a fyftem of crea- 
tures fo perfe&, that he cannot improve 
upon it by any other exertions of his Al- 
mighty Will. Between finite and infi- 
nite there is an unmeafurable interval, 
not to be filled up in endlefs ages ; for 
which reafon, the moft exceUent of all 
God's works muft be equally (hort of 
what his power is able to produce as the 
moft imperfed, and may be exceeded 
with the fame eafe. 

This thought hath made fome ima- 
gine, (what it muft be confefTed is not 
impoffible) that the unfathomed fpace 
is ever teeming with new births, the 
younger ftill inheriting a greater perfec- 
tion than the elder. But as this doth not 
&11 within my prefent view, I (hall con- 
tent myfelf with taking notice, that the 
con£deration now mentioned proves un- 
deniably, that the ideal worlds in the Di- 
Tine Ud^erfianding yield a profpe& in- 
comparably more ample, various, andde- 
Kgfaj^l^ thian any created world can do : 

and 
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and that therefore, as it is not to be fup* 
pofed, that Grod fhould make a world 
merely of inanimate matter^ however di- 
verfified, or inhabited only by creatures 
of no higher an order than brutes ; fo the 
end, for which he defigned his reafona- 
ble offspring, is the contemplation of his 
-works, the enjoyment of himfelf, and in 
both to be happy, having to this purpofe 
endowed them with correfpondent facul^ 
ties and defires. He can have no greater 
pleafure firom a bare review of his works, 
than firom the furvey of his own ideas : 
but we may be aifured, that he is well 
pleafed in the fatisfa£tion derived to be- 
ings capable of it, and for whofe enter- 
tainment he hath ere&ed this immenfe 
theatre. Is not this more than an inti- 
mation of our Immortality ? Man, who 
when confidered as on his probation for 
a happy exiftence hereafter, is the moft 
remarkable inflance of Divine Wifdom; 
if we cut him off from aU relation to 
Eternity, is the moil wonderful and un« 
accoimtable compofition in the whole 
oreatioa. He hath capacities to lodge a 

much 
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^luch greater vanetvrf k 

he will be ever ^a^x^d^ 

tisfied <;furiofity to ^ead tjl^ 

of Nature and Proyidencei ^IJk^ wl 

his oT^nSj, in. thcjir jprefent ^^^)f^^^fj^^ 

rather, fitted to ferveVthe^nf^p^jiitl^^QJ^^^ 

vile body, , than to minifiejT ,j^o 1^^ una^ji^^ 

ftanding; and from tl^e ^tfl?!^ '^^S^^Jfel 
which he is chainecL he can fnime but,, 
wand^npg gueffes conceri^i^^^o jto 
mer^ble worlds, of light that;^cQmM][^ 
him^ \yhich5 thougt^tin t^ei^f^y^i^a^ 
prodigious bignefs^ do ^^ i^ft^^gjmgfjj 
in the remote p?urts of the Jjieayje^^i^ #^f 
wien witb.a great .^eajpf^tii^^^^^jjjj, 
he hs^tb laboured a. little WfXPB^Jjijfisjf^rf 
aleent of truths and b)?ho)[d^i«^|^ p^^ 
grovelling mviltitu4^ )?^^^ iP^frfFtoq 
n^nt bis fopt.iU^js^^^^pd^, ^g le^fetelA 
dowph9adl9i?^infp^^^^gj^,j ^^ ^^ 

TbiiJdng op .f^?4,?bWPife!«¥ ,%fr^m 
li^ve, in jMftiOe ^^^ a^e^ijor^^i^ 
wpfld, that thete^ %SP^bHb^^n?*(!i8fq 

plation, , J.^^aibpr; W^t^g^^ 
- .!• " V world 
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world to woiid; and b^ accomixKNiated 
with fenfitt, and odier helps, for making 
the quickeft and moft amazing difeove- 
ri^. How doth luch a genius as Sir Ifaac 
Newton, from amidft the darkne& that 
involves human underftanding, break 
forth, and appear like one of another 
fpecies! The vaft machine we inhabit 
lies open to him ; he feems not unac- 
quunted with the general laws that go- 
vern it ; and while, with the tranfport of 
a Philofopher, he beholds and admires 
the glorious work, he is capable of pay- 
ing at once a more devout and more ra- 
tional homage to his Maker. But, alas ! 
how narrow is the profpe6k even of fuch 
A mind ! and how obfcure to the com- 
pafs that is taken in by the ken of an 
Angel $ or of a foul but nfewly efcaped 
from its imprifonment in the body ! For 
my part, I freely indulge my foul in the 
oonfidence of its future grandeur : it 
pleafes me to think that I, who know fo 
fmall a portion of the works of the Crea- 
tor^ and with (low and painful fteps creep 
up and down on the furface of this globe, 
T ihall 
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ihffi ere I6n^ Ihboi k^f^ifi^^ tis» ffii^ 
nefs of imft^nIatI^,'tiKl!^^(^«^lb^Widcbsi 
'i|)ringd of tfaturk'i^ d^tftiotfi'^to flfeOE to 
keejj bdee \v4th thd 'heat^ljr^bcfilie*^ 
' ^the i^^idity <)f th^ da^h;^bb &r|p^4lilfec^ 

tfal ind Morial W6Vld^, :¥Jfl«^^tfa<rnfeqeKJa 
ap^Lltttient^ ' df the ^eati^^f 'lutfe^o boitr 
ihey aye funii(hed^ Md %0^'^iblilA>JSnij 
e^mpfidhend' die brdef ^ alid^'filidlbfeatbe 
' ^igihittifdes tmd tiKftaiibdl^^'' thidftp^ffte, 
^«cr!)3^h ^ to us feem ' diJpofed Wiilfbuh^^ 
regular deifigtt, tod fet adtjiti-^ec'teta^ 
circle 5 obferve the d^pend^at^'^^dfodle 
"piits of each lyftem, ihd,^tf r>>ifiriteiQA$ 
ire big enough to gr^ th^ ^fU»^t}{ 
the TeveratI fyfterhft' Ufxtn'^fe issh&ir, 
from whence tisfiilt$^ th^ hluib)MK^II&^l|ie 
"tmiverie. In • Eternity ^a^ lg«iatfJj«»i nity 
'\beLdone of tfhi8^kifid;<'<'i fiwl M^ufiptp 
efi6t4(h this' geiie#tMi8'afflbMbA?{/c^4ik. 
'Me« the feci^et ^ ]f6fftidAlBt}^ 

^'ts y '^licife'%heiti[i><ibn&l>mii>l^iii^ 



mgs. 
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3cthpjib«*t #,ijiigj^,«OBje^ wJil^.,tb^tR;?f- 
ggni Y a Creator ? 



Digitized by Google 



ffk„t}^^^&^ itjtl^inkftf^g'^g ^^JwSftrti^ 

p^FJfeft way <rf QWv«(fog wk^(hef^fj^ 

SifftU?gl?TM5e,., u»lefs ^ imin^jMv[i9i5*«^fi8 
9(1 tjy .their interv^o^?; ^ij^r^p^i^ 
nature? depend on. infiwior f^r d^jjapifii^ 
privilfjge of fopjable bei?^^)^^ pf i^Wn 
yeirfiqg .with thorn, and .fc:Bp?W»g^^§cte 
oth^r? What wo\Jd,tbe)fih*^<f!»^d§©ft )|)4 
matter . aeyer bieen creaHf^ii/^Ijtfijqpppfel 
HQt have lived in. ^terp^ i(p}^tf^d^i ^4^ 
i^acorporeal; fub#apese$l>ftr^nOfaaorl|oMq7 
(^•(Jer^.fo be fure thfik!WMf^cfeffl|f¥»t^l5h 
qmxf^ is. anfwer^Wy ^xm^j^9f^p9^^ #wh 
iirtiinaWt : This n^iljhc^^ctfii^^^ 
tiw. vfip ,<paU ii^e^^iwi ^v^fl^^^ig^pnfiTI 
wl^t'cyW^C^oua^ itQ utl|e5'|fwferff)^(ft(eifjgit 

^llJi j^h^^n i^lbtel: vM<^#f in AR^,-^^ 
fuch way can God make hnnfi^J^f,^^^ 

jea 
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Bdt^^a«4»i >*ftt? • It 18 ' fometWn^; that 

edWjfeiv^!: -yk; "^haf #e can eafiljr' eohJ 
cei%,%ffl'Be'^d^f6tihtdltt of iih%^abte>^ 
«k^§^eiSftflittg^i*aptiife. AH'creat^d gl6Ha« 
^feSri ^«1^- ^d die aW^y itr life prefeflcev 
P^flftfMUt?wai'be my happiiiefe ^^ 'tb)^^^ 
^ tM%bri<l '^'ifli'the fair exelai{Jar df 
il^i^^e^Dl^irtfe Mi^l- perhaps, t€>ifie#'^ 
tfi©^^Rid^»pl§frtJ6f ^hbfe wife defigfta ^Hat 
ifeRfe Wf^<B^cftfl^ bi a lotig-fiifcdftffldh: 
oP^^^^^mi}i^ etepfe;f«d' itt 'findiiig'bM' 

<Smktm, %if miAAJ5w^th^'4riiflhi«yJ6f ^kisf^ 
pd#fea^i']^?'^f^'»*rf »^^"^ ^*^'^ fi^^ X^"^ ''■'^^'' 

^-'*^l Y3 MULTA 
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-vi r>li'i:.'ri{ ,.(t iKdi nodi olciihoq ii zl 



In cpmp^on 't^' «b^ mm ml^i' 

hope^ which the celeb^-aiio^*6f Ai^'iatt^ 
gloriovia lEai^er-(tMvsl'^tuTai\fime^^ 
t^e mind of/ a'Chriftiah; I'lR'att A'^^ 
paper l^deavbur to eVinc^ 'thai 'tH^i^^^aK 
grouiids to ekpeift A fiiture fiat<e/vMitaft» 
fuppbling in the reader any' fkftjfr ^aH^ 
not even the belief of a'Deity.'^^l^^ffli 
riioft fiedfaft unbeliever open hlS 'i^^iiRi 
take a furvey of the fenfible WBttS^ S^ 
|heh fay' if there be not a confa^fcBJ*^ 
adjuftment, an exaft sitid t6n^^'^B¥B^ 
difcoVerable in all the part^ of*T?t?^ WlfilF- 
ever be the caufe/ the tli^feff^^^'^ 
leviAent'to all bur ^cultieSV 'Xo84c^% 
tW anihiai' fyftem, the 'p^fl?6fis/^fll^, 
apci:;li)cofti6tWe powers ^lfe'^ftiilP\?fefc 
^contrivance " an^ ' §rb^\^6tf'^f^m^^ 
di4-fi twoi Are th^y 'M Btmio^^Sm 
Ws/aiii' ire^t^f ncJt^V^atte^ mmei 
toproper obje&?''^^ ' ^ ' ^ ''^ <^^ ^^''^ ' 
^ Is 



Digitized by Google 



AND A FDTURE STATE. 327 

Is it poffible then that the fmalleft bo- 
the wito€if/man, be difpofed in thet^wpft 



^Pplipa^ion of the inferior animal powef s, 
jp. Jh^ ipeaneft vocations, be anfwered by 
J^e ^>d;S we propofe? and fliall not "the 
jgen^rous efforts of a virtuous mind be 
^j^fixd^jit In a word, (h 
\yjCjiri<^bejaH order and h; 
^ilp^ual, difcord and c 
j^;^,^J^1got enouffh t 

^gpjp ^Jf jT^fpning frpni analogy ; miift run 
^^|^^^j:.tp i^at maxim o^ comnion'fenfe, 
^^^'[^jT^t^mpn Qu^^ form their. judc- 

^j^^jjif^ pf thii^gp .nnexperieifcecl from 
'what they have expenenced.^ ' '' 
^ Y4 If 
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dipaigr/, iU a4tiotw al^e^^!dputaUfe,^dlldli^b 
,ipa*iyr'gciod a<ftip»« ^jUMeemcflronailift 
iolt^r«ti©dij. wtene J fuh(fe bjppbcnifjf j is 
fI#oe4 in. the mOftrOHg^Dg li^tisand 

j^C BfieQii ^nd jth^i eyes ^^meij jfa* dmteed 
.Wd:>v}fcirt6(i. Plat6?a fqtoft,ii»foefatk»ltb 
^Ifei^pqfot^ . }9 .f o^fein^d bl bis tiSMf^^ 

^:if^1rJlatMf§f Jin ,^cr^^ rdf I5g(to{i ^^ 
kaoaoo ^ ' vided 
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6rfiiicehibi«iillLedPd(^h^'«b IKk^^Md^.^thk 
i£tb&y9»lmraadiiv^ri^lrtu(^a^ an^^^ 

i^)ofidfflMteA(RUs, ififthied TirtariijJ, ^feffe 

^i^at iti «H- the prigft of SAtuttiy-knd 
^fiti tht^egi^aitigof the reign <tf J<^4 
^ditinpjifiigea were appoisted^ by tl»liO<A 
<<ieiwbtptrfc» /x^^asjiu^ in his^ Rfevtimfc 
rfiiifcithee^feifta' day o» which hti v^ t6 
-^dfe.ioTQwiJtjcmfe^ence of ^^sv-hJiih /#A^, 
s!f tl;^ jd^onfi^ dloeu pafied wrong jt:^g^ 
Kriaejlt^i ' ^ao&i «hcrefoire, who ' p^efidted 
frhioflFflfcfai?tfeyi«itti 'the gaarfittipis laf ^^thfe 
s^Pd%drrtM4iid6i, ifitiditig thal^^oij-'ttib 
K^cdteit' Afep jfflany c tipfit • p^^rfdns^ ^ 'Wens 
(fi faQt:itdcidmr<r^>^£tlvteU}omibi€fftd; 'cb^ 

^idi^iqlth&^iOTiU^ Mdi^yddd, ^e i^^eAi 
« of thefe unjuft proceedings' is, ^At^iftki 
-t>«[e gtid^^in f^e^ body, liilfencdliiany 
btibiv ^ * conceal 
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' of triai tfeere af» <ar9vff^,odf ^^y^ij^^^^. 

*.tbingft .Riiflead t^ jpdgp^^^w^iftj^^, 

* thijmfiM^ves, ^, of .tjtie^ ^ufl^]:fer}^t j^e^ 
'liymSb are fun^wn^ C2^ 

* own body, as wiith. a ye^.ftl^p^wn gwjf. 
^ his mind, Fpr thepfot,\^^',j)t4QY6fj^^ 
*i« ipy intention that ij^eg^idp jicij^ 9SW§i 
^,,on th^ir tnal till afte r4eathj wbfiij t|i^ 
<;<ball appear before the jm^gf> ^Tl?fe^ 
<of all their corporeal oriumen)lj^^'|,^'Bh^ 
Sjudg^ himfelf too (hall \^ f^'PWijWz 
'ycfiled fpirit, beholding thp rVCfy ./f^flJ^ 
^.the.npked foul of the party, bff9^e^n^^ 
^ With.Ais vipw I h3,y» .fJ^d^.^ cggft^-, 

* tute4 my fons, Mi^of. wd Rp^j^^ag- 
*.thas» judges,, whp,^^ n4tivfS5^^,A^g 
i ^d-JEa^^8„ a ijativ^; ^ BJofog^i;^,^ ^^^ 
f after jleati^4 *^;I^^Wr!thefl|fj^our|^^ 
^^erjtfii^ TOWlo^, ftqq^.jy^ii^rtlji^reijfgf 
< two roads, leading the one t^c^^fi^Hfe 
*^ .9t^iW,)tCKths ite^flf ^ Ijefg^' 

^ .Frafl;r ,th%.fl? 'feo^j.i^lgeji^ g^ 
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Pktb'8 '^Itiioii '6f i futtfr^ MWi A ihiiig 

ag^K^ble,fet1!h^>4iWlldi^«!)f hatta*', and«> 
vA?vfe'r&JFf '^crtcB^i by all ofdertt aM' 
Kililt8''of'iht!tr,''of" all 'Hafiohs and a^i, 
#hat1i'R tHkt fliduia nlo^ea ftw mtti to 
rfejeft ?,"«\irtly tliete' ittiift be fdtttetWtt^ 
0* pi€JilclW6' 5n the' ideV 1 iajpi«d fb the 
fiMi tlioughts df k Freethiiik*!-/'!*' he 
db^^ not' krgai6 witidh hihifelf dfteb' fiTu' 
liiitiiier'i The ferifes and feculfifes ! fenjdy 
atitefeftt are vifibly defigntfdtb repair,' 6f 
I)Me?«fe tHe body from the injuries It'U 
liabl^ id ill its prtfent circumfiancesi B6t 
iff^ii'tterHal/ftatei where no deiays iri 
l6''b'£'r<ipiirttf, tlo otit^rard injuries 'to 
bg'-KiiiM'^^Kjft, 'w'Herfe th«« art 'lio 
fl^AAatel^'bttitt. nerVes br btood-T^Hfefci 
tfi^'^wilP^'fctttaanly' T)e -noAe of -th^ 
fcrfiferf''F"^i»"Hihat- 4hfert^' iHouia 1)6-1 
ffft^''8#ni<fe''%ithdtt^ -the fehfe^'is -5hi 

mem'^^. ''-'" "■■' ••"■ '^- -- •'^' > ■"■ * 

"Biiki ftW& ^»olm«^'b!r ffea^tUm, imd 

*'-"c-:'^f""'T nanow- 
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219 i^.w»ytJ^uiitiS'fX]^Tj^m^»^j^, 

to us, that the Touchy •;r^,rfffl^|^€«I 
were to him. And any other ways of 
perception of a more r efined and caIcu- 
five nature were to him as inconceivable, 
as to.Withofe are, which will^o})|^4fj[,^ 
adapted to perceive thofe things which 
' efdlbA iiD&iblEii>toor3iaDiie«rd^'hflA3^ 
< lath^ii^dBterediiotel^ddutert^gftifa^ 
' t^ilibetk.^' AM,ito«resdd brijilft Atiep&nnd 
abkriti^imi ia[ficcmtia%,<lfaci)(thB iofis i^i 
thdb Oihite eS««iBSiso«ldt iKl^ipplSbl^faBf? 
roh^J fiic- 
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ftruck with a great variety of the^^ttteft 

#lthfW^i»ao<fibtfe^c6tlfctttdP^^al^rii<Wftii 

rafifflMedVtrtof^)b«SaV aisd^ fbfti^i 

<fifei}t^ ^prdttitdtidTr; ^twne ^,«tfrttr aSdi 
gMi^rii^^ade^- df the eeihtto «kt«r^^ 
tR^'«)uI^^fth ^fi&t -article in whi*^4fe|ji 
^Wcr^i^^o^ ihis^fejptttdipe of>fteft hlto^ 
lltefg^^fiimdrtality; ■• ' ^^-J r-- oj 

lo 8Ynv/ itifi^'i y;. .„ , /•. : .■: oj '--^jv 

1GNEU8 EST (\\US VIGOR, BT CSLESTIS OKlOO 

lpnBrfj|fawdfkaQk3poo£ifie^fiB« abd{¥^ ' 
€leHfandidg^wbibhri|ilaeetlLii»jabcN€dji^ ' 
bnitd^ulB d£j jtbef bfaBatiati//d(^ ^Mkkt 
jdSt d^ BiiiidsfiD,|(isJd0DcBad uMiir^teiHA 
iiiftli|I(ffi{qi}idtHT tbkK)srealii!res ^f<ip ^W^ 
-oi/l ferior 
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AtiW < >we ' mitM^te(^tafefndiilABrspddb3^ 
*flisMgB^fing^^^^(^ tMiio^ Qonnot be 

krfifg^ 48^'i« -comiiMiM ikt Jt^OrufifaeDtnof 

pitfli^* mil Cst^e otiif toumdoeriisfiiiore 

miferabte,^ in <^r&pai?l^^a«i4v^/^ai«)<bate 

^i«!^il6b«i:han•otbeT<|>^&g|.iil^^ Jl 

>itU-the pnvndg& Qi athtalGi^grMailg 

:bi^iettfesy and torq hi» iftquglit^iiaiinDrd 
on himfelf. Eor nvf own fwrbjcfolaflin 
fiEli]tigd4» the pain aiifiiig irteoiidipbtitde 
^MJdfertunes asiddifappoiiittfaditBJtbiailoii^. 
^er htttkian life by tbis lii^vonsgofiomaof 
cm^ IkMlties^ whereoJDJI reqgtaljQijqaf^n 
f£ei«d'Witbe image oEifaer? Grtator^bmolacp- 
' c6iv(ei>^eat coniblkiim finatbi^dbAUmg 

tilled' dtigSnai^'afld tkad^ the lihtpoiiiriiie 
' IdDiMdadge xXbrno me^d6mgUkaimi:ffb. 

.-■■ i^Bmri^Mfebit^ xstctou^. {taopnittjpdiiflcirt 
^ 'c* cumftance 
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ftidtly/iiiJ^ task ^Jyrwifriqofcjwyiwfent 

years hence. If it were not fot.,l)^8 
e«bDi:^bliiIciiadi'T^I:hfit7 be. m Og^fier than 

ieiAaaiMijthm a;ii^<9!0Abte inbd j^F|w€!<i 
>witb»intiQidbreme tnoate d^rei of tb«l por- 
jfefisani>w]fucbit.dQ%AU*4S tp obt;^j|»«. n 

It is with ^eftl'|>k»fure tbul I bebi»kl 
^loAfa^iRealbn^ and Fattb, contun'iiig to 
ifisttdfttdih comfertftble truth* Itt.i^ ce^ 
b^oeakdt^fiiq^ besireni it is difcovi^cKl :by 
nKEilofo^Mars^aod the ignotant> unenUgbt* 
t>biii^q)fartf0£ tnadcind have a Daluc ajl piW'^ 
-fiiafitjtJto) believe it. It is an agranitUe 
'icenteitaernment ^ tO; rede^ on the. various 
n^p^ dnder whick thia dpfiaaaebaa dp- 
-^fared.ia^tfal&; w;o^Idv The- Pythegoaresn 
StiyuUiflti^alnoo^ the^&ofiial habilatiiona of 
idle MUi^tntl^yAni the Aadyrr^dbas.pf 
t7#Iiito^.^oU> ^ afgise iiki;the mainpeiiftfts^ 

-nlHliibqtfaisito^ pfmBX^Miatidjfigmiko^ntSy 

\ ..1 .*^:u;'i pro- 
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(king gMft MMl inqiMiiiM^^ thiVtid^ i 
lHftHwbt*Mid%ecaltthwitiJMv WaMy 
w < hin g o*a b« mwe nlioiiii itki^Sei^ 
Mil*, ilum tii» Chrttira khM «# «NM«fte 

« adKlter hub it enlored iiltai < fe» hiM atf ^ 
I oMunto <iono«lve tihe dungk'Whicl^^^Oil 
flu^ fi^^red fbr-thdlb thst^lbivfttUWu^ 
TIm aboviein^ntioned fidwDties ti^ lAiftli^w^ 
tianibr^kts x)f our preftnt^tfei blMt<*ki^ 
dds^ indefinite deferipi^n tlMfftiv imA-' 
thing ineffably great and «^Mb<-4ffkr 
diiad oi man muft he i^iftd to^si^^^r 
ptoh, not only to partake tfve «n§Oi^lllf^ 
of the Chriftian ParadUe, bbtti^tdhm^ 
aMet» frame any imtiim of theUf. ^ ^ 
sNeveithelefe, in ordeF to fgrHAff^KH^ 
JtagiMitbn, and by ^ray o^ cfdMUMbi^ 
fiea to our krar way of iMiietli^ W 
ideib of IAgi>t> ^loiy, a OMim;^ima^ 
M»4l jaft of to adaanbtttar tbwS«liWii ^ 
cMMt^diraaiy audBr^aa^'- 'TtWiJr'Jii'^ 
* «MA is ia the aaiiUI df the ihfOM ihall 
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"f. feed thbm^ aa4AftUll«ddUiBm iiit» >ttv^ 
^ ing fountains of waters y atid @od fbatt 
^wipe away: aU'-tears fFoill^their^e]jre8• 
' And there fhail be no miOM 4mi^^ nei* 

* ther forrow, nor crying, MitliOT fliall 
^ there be any more pain \ foi the* former 
' things are pafled away, and behold all 
'things are new« Tb^efhatl be^iio night 

< there^ and they need no can^e^ neither 
^lij^t of the fon: for the JLord God 
^ giveth them Hght^ and fbalLmake them 
' drink of the river of his pleafure& j and 

* they fhall reign for ever and ever. They 

* fliall receive - a crown of ^<»y, which 

< fadeth not away/ 

Thefe are 'cheeriag reflections : and I- 
have ojBteii wondered that men could be-' 
found fo dull and phlegmatic, as to pre-, 
fer the thought of annihilation before 
them ; or fo iU-naluied^ as to endeavour 
to perfuade mankind to the difbelief of f 
Wl^t is fo pleafiiag and profitable even in 
the profpeA; or io blind, as not to fee. 
that there is a Deity^ and if there be, that 
this icbeme of thinga flawt firom his attii» ^ 
^ butesi' 



Digitized by Google 



338 IMMOftTA^ITr Of Ttftt STOUL^ 

butes^ and evidendy cdrre^pottds witk^^lhte 
other parts of his cre«lacvi. - ' ^ 

I know not how to acconntr fat thk 
abfurd turn of thought^ exeept it proceed 
from a want of other employment^ JQinei 
with an affection of fingularity. I fltaJ^ 
therefore^ inform our modem Fr^etkink^ 
ers of two points, whereof they feem to 
be ignorant. The firft is, that it is not 
the being fingular, but being faigoBr 
for fomething that argues either exfirBor- 
dinary endowments of nature, or beiien)^- 
lent intentions to mankind, which cbrgws 
the admiration and efteem of the wodd. 
A miftake in this point naturally arife 
from that confufion of thought, wiuoh I 
do not remember to haye ieen la gc^ 
inftances of in any writers, as in cenbub 
modem Freethinkers* 

The other point is, that there are innu- 
merable objeds within the reach of a hu- 
man mind, and each of thefe objefts may 
be viewed in innumerable lights and po- 
filions, and the relations ariiing between 
them are innumerable. There is, there- 
fore. 
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£0f€^;B^ iofii^ of things^ whereon to 
employ their thcM^hts, if not with ad* 
^lintage t0 the world, at leaft with amufe- 
Imeot to tbem&lves, and without ofTence 
tor prejudice to other people. If they 
proceed to exert Aeir talent of Free- 
thinking in this way, they may be in- 
nocently dull, and no one take any no- 
tioe ?of it. But to fee men without ei- 
ibfiv wit or argument pretend to run 
4owa divine and human law9, and treat 
^hmr fellow*fubjed;a with contempt for 
{MTofeffing a belief of thofe points, on 
.lirhtch the {X'efent as well as ^ture in* 
^tBBe& of mankind depends, is not to be 
fendured. For my own part, I fhall omit 
no endeavours to render their perfims 9$ 
xld^able, and their pra&ices as odious, 
in the eye of the world, as they deferve. 



Z 2 SECTION 
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— AFILATA EST NBMtW E BtnttCDA' ' ^'^ ^rfol ^ 
JAMPROPIORK PKt^-*- *' iOl'^ iV5ttldIS * 

JL HE following: letter ooiff^a^tOcffiM^^ from 

that excellent nian in holy Qrder]^ ^^^m 

I have m^itioned mere than oiiot, ^ ./^ne 

of that Society who afiift fne'i».>|riy^j^»e- 

culations. It is a thought inxAdmtf*^ 

and of a very ferious natureyfoiLoi^cii 

reaibn I give it a pkce in tbe.tp^^Kref 

this day. • ^^ sRdi • 

i.i .b-'-'Iol * 
Sir, , r ^ 

* THE indifpofition^ whiGn, has long 

^ hung upon me,, is a|^ laft ^pwn to mcji 

* a head, that it muft quickly maL^^aii 

^ end or me, or ot itleli. Yqil mav im§L- 

/gine, that whilft I .am i? tjjis^}^^^ 

/ of health, there, are none of wour works 



..^ which I read with greajtei deamre th^ 



h \ 



^your 
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*your Saturday's papers. I Ihould be 
*very glad iF I. irfdikHl fumifli you with 
f any hints for that day's entertainment. 

* Were ri«feJ|6 Ads tip fev^il thoughts 
^ of a ferious nature^ which have made 

* great impreffions on my mind during a 
' long fit of. fipknejfe,.tbey. flight, not be 
^ an ionproper entertainment for that 00- 
' cafion. 

* • ^^AfHoftg-aB die refleflions, which uTu- 
^^<dRy rife lii the mind of a weak man^ 
"^ whb faa^ time and inclination to cbnfi- 

^'4er^ his approaching end^ there is none 

t' i!i»ore' natural than that of his going to 

f^ tippet naked and unbodied before him 

)« i^^ip^'inade him. When a man confideirs, 

' that as foon as the vital union is dif- 

' folved^ he (hall fee that fupreme Being 

^whom^hQ npw contemplates at a dif- 

'^j^ tance, and only in his works ; on to 

^^ipeak'^more philofophically, whetl by 

^ fome feciiltv in Ae foul he fliajl appre- 

'*'he^^^6 Divine Being, and^ be more 

^^'Ten^me^ of Ws prefence than we are 

^^ ijow of tlLe |)refence of any obje^'wliich 

^^ the eye beholds j^^ aman knaft bdlort in 

Z3 ^care- 
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34* D«ATH JLVO JUDOMBI^T^ . 

^ canelefihels and ftupdity) »wbo. []«» .boI 
^ alarmed at fuch a though^ Skr. Sher^ 
^lock^ in his excellent tseatifip^ uppii 
^ Deaths haa reprefented la very ^ong 

* and lively colpurs tbe fiate of th/^lbul 
^ in its firft fepar&lion from the bodyi 
^ with regard to that invifible world which 
^ every where furrounda us^ though ^^ 
^ are not able to difcover it through thitf 
^ grofler world of matter, which ia^ ao 
^ commodated to our fenfes in this life. 

* His words are as follow : 

'^That Death, whidi is our leaving 
^^ this world, is nothing elfe but our put^ 
/' ting off thefe bodies^ teaches us^ tbafi 
^^it is only our union to thefe bodies, 
'^ which intercepts the fight of t^ ptbetf 
f* world. The other world is n^ptat ftich 
^^ a diftance from us as we may im^fg^>^ 
^ the throne of God indeed is at Qftgi^ 
'^ remove from this earth, above t^^^third 
" heavens, where he dif^ays his; gl^> 
*^ to thofe blefled Spirits which i^ajfom*- 
f^ pafs his throne : but as foon as wq^ Aep 
** out of thefe. bodies, we^jlep ig^.^^ 
'^' other world, whidti Js not fo properly 

*• another 
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•^another world (fdr there is the fitme 
^ hcavefc* and earth ftill) as a new fiate 
*» «F*life. To life in thefe bodies is to 
fliv* in this world 5 t6 live out of theni 
^ iitd iemove into the next : for while our 
<>^:Ibtt)s ate cdnfined to thele bodies^ and 
^'-cain look only through thefe material 
^'^ feafements, nothing but what is ma- 
** tcriai can afleft us; nay, nothing but 
*^what is fo grofs^ that it can refleft 
^^fightj and convey the (hapes and co- 
'* lours of things with it to the eye : fo 
«* tfi«t ' though within this vifible world 
♦^ffiere be a' more glorious fcene of 
**tfcings than what appears to us, we 
^•'-petceive nothing at all of it ; for this 
^ veil of flefh parts the vifible and invi- 
'^^lif'woi^ld : but when we put off thefe 
*'^bi6aie9, there are new and furprifing 
^»i^6nflert prefent themfelves to our 
^ Views j When thefe material fpeftacles 
^ate tSdcen off, the foul with its own 
*** naked eye^ fees what was invifible be- 
M^re; and then wfe are in the other 
^'Worid, iiirhfen we can fee it, and cbfa- 
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** we are abfent from the Lordf^si^iil 
ff fwiifidi ivoirase rabfen;tiT£pbitiinte ^l^fly^ 
{^ w« are pfefimt/with:vtfi6 liordp !2^t%r: 
¥ Ti 6^ 8. Atid^mB^uiks74life'^<t^cm^ 
^' to core U8 of our fondne&^&r tbifbl^- 
<^ dies^ unkls we think' itimofib ^d«ih^^ 
^i to be confined to a prifoi^ iLiKt>W4§dk 
^..^rou^ a grate all onr iWi^^ 4##MH 
^^v^ U3 but a ^^ery narrow ipt^d^p^/ 
^f and that none of the beft nekh^/<^' 
" to be fet at liberty to view all 4ht>^lb-' 
^^rieg of the world. What ttrc^fala^e 
^^ give now for die kaftglint^fe^i^^^tf 
^^ invftfible worlds which the firfilbei^sde 
(« take out of thefe bodies will ^pff^fett^Us' 
^Vwith? There ate iiii^h tliinggiiiu^t^e 
<5htth not feen^ nm-eat hmfA^^^^eM^v 
^f Jb^lh it entered in^ jdieheflHti &t Mn 
^^ ^o conceiver^ death a^^eaB^mM^kfmpu^--' 
^ihatg^i owe pro%d&^ pref&nt^^tt^^iWlrti' 
^fi$L,tmfr md more glnrkius) w<»lti^t^t<ii$6h' 
^^^QQ^jMtyw^ fce>:w)iile{iweria«i fl^^%' 
^ ingl^ftilH^vi^ielif ihrnddimak^^ a^o^.' 
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^^Jv^Mijfm:im^ifBs »ilpm tditak6 
^^S]^ fiteifoffiflimteyca^iwhichi M iidegtl ^ itf 

^^^tic^s ^{jthtnlalng.i itiiHi -^canavt Amt^^be 
fi«@*35: oteobl aflbaed >vwiA^tl|e:)Tidea^bf 
fi^ilbifl^peadJilgviDr tiifi J^:dience(^Qf^ die^ 
f J^iQg^;iYto)ai iikond can feeoand-ible ; 
S tet A^ ^dDdiicbixnare^^edxd iSK^ton^h^ 
5(§§|i&ie|»i thaibthis iBeitig^r ifriMCH 4i^ <ii|>^' 
li^fi^ b^orey^villBxaQiimaH dte'«£dtoy 
^,Mcj^':pa& lifisy and revwA iot -f^V^ 
'^fei^-ftooojptfngly. I muift confitfs^-Aat 
lj[^hilt]l^it;bere 18 nofcheme of B^^tl 
sl^il^^ ^at of Chrifiianity^ which ckt: 
^JfiflBfelyvfupiHsrt the fxioft virtuous H^- 
^e^x^tjDpder diis thcmgbt. Let a «iM'i^^ 
'pJLnnQA^erbe what it will, let hc^l^fr- 
'e^^life^lKii the iiigheft fitxAt ^of perfiMs^ 
S^HMbfftt^wble ki thm^Ufei thtfwwiU 1>& 
'fjglH te biffn ifo-itiany fedretrfins, ^^thaA^^ 
^h^q[l^ jniiibie&^ 1^ iliany ofGmod0Q^<%i' 
^ffip)3ai^c»,jpaffioii3 ^preji^dkei fe^^ttiy' 

'q^Ql^i fex^iBanyidbfeas' itvvMBitidibiie-' 
'.tk^^ tilA^ mthlnxtiitheiackaril£ig^43f 
^^tftfh an expiation and atonement as Chrifr 

^ tiianity 
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^ tianity has kvvealed torn, itis itnpbiSbte 

* that he (hould be cleared Before his So- 

* vereign Judge, or that he (hould be 
< able to fland in his fight. Our holy 
' Religion foggefts to urtJie mily~mean8, 

* whereby our guilt may be taken away, 
^ and our imperfeA obedience accepted. 

^ It is this feries of liioyght that I 

* have endeavoured to e]tt>f eft in the fol- 

* lowing hymn, which I have tompc^ed 
^ during this my ficknefe* • — - 

I. 

When rifihg from the bed of death, 
O'crwhelm'd with guilt and fear, »-| 

I fee my Maker fiioe to face, ■ ' i 1 

O how (hail I appear ! 

n. 

tf yet, while pardon may be founc^ 
And tnercy may be fought, - : ' •' 

My heart ^th inward hdrrdi Ihttnfifi: >< - "^ > 
And trembles at t]^,t|u|uc)Hj j. r^^ jv/ 'l .: 

When thou, O Lord, {halt ftand difclos'd, 
fn Majefty fctew, ■ <i' .JfHB /n..m 

Aodfithii»|gfth«it'0ii?itlf l^y '^ "^i-i^ ^!-" 

Oiww.{h»lUapfifar- »' «/ ^ '' ' ; 3 

i - ^^* '. • ^-^n; . --. - 

But thou haft told the troubled mind, * 
^Wht^'dfefes!r(if*r«?4ibent,* "^' -^^^ '-^^S- 
— The 
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The timely tiibute of her tcan 
, < Sball endleiji woe preyent. 

V. 
Then fee the forrows of my heart, 

Ere yet ft be too late ; 
•And hear lay Saviour's dying groans^ 
Xo give thofe forrows weight. 
VI. 
For never {hall my foul defpair 

Her pardon to procure, 
. Who knows thy only Son hu d/d 
To inake her pardon fure. 



— ANIMJEQUS CAPACES 

M0STI8— - LUCAN. 

JLHE profpeft of death is fo gloomy 
and difmal^ that if it were conftantly be- 
fore our eyes, it would imbittcr all the 
fweets of life. The gracious Author of 
our being hsth therefore fo formed us^ 
that we are capable of many pleafing fen- 
fations and reflections^ and meet with fo 
many amufements and folicitudes^ as di- 
vert our thoughts from dwelling upon an 
eril, which^ by reafon of its feeming dif- 
tance, makes but languid impr^ffions 
upon the mind« But how diftaot foeyer 

the 
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the ttme kyt oar 'dMtftfttisq^^ ^#1^ is 
certain thftt wfei ttiuftf^dl^^<f>ls %4e«fliiy 
to allot fbme fkn-tibiy(Jf^4ur Hf^ffe e§fltf. 
dcr the end df it 5 ^fld- it fe'lt^^ogbif- 
venientto M fottte^^atfed ^hiie«ntcjejrfidii!- 
tate upon the final- {^ri«^'df'barf>M^€ii<^e 
here/ The^ pri'ncit)fe of feififovJeyka**^ We 
^e men, will make ui in^i:dM;'frhad Is 
like to become of us afi^^^^iwldiSidii- 
tion; and our confcience, as^ Mr^ifpufe 
Chriftmns, will inform us, that, a«^ciii^^ 
to the good or evil of our aiMottff ^hsti, 
weihall betranilated to the\tihrihiiM4^df 
eternal blifs or mifety. When thfei i«^*-. 
rioufly weighed, we muft think it>«Sd(f- 
*nefs to be unprepared agalnft 9h6i Ibbbk 
moment; but when we t^fleft/that^wri. 
haps that black mconent itiaiyht'tkh^iA^lii, 
how t^atchftd ought w«t<J bfeU :^nt u ^ 
-I was ^dnd^frfuUy >ASt8kA ^ ^l<i¥(ttadlf- 

^'aequ^ntaYyoe'ut>Oii Cbiis thiisd^lwdiich 
^jfe ^ th^ ^d&li < ma^ c(M^d^t£CHi/ 
fiki ^^ go6d man, ^ < t^afi % tta4fi]^:ri^ 

"" * ^ ligently 
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pf Jfefsrtly jfe^V-af^dttQf wJWch. I owe th<e 

<jp^ (^j0jf • ^ ^ K^^y r nigbt .before I ad- 
.ftj^jefe fi^]^^iinhpfivat^ to my Creator, 
.f[I^,lltjiim5^,bfflc|f>i^n.jBy hearfe^nd a(k 
^^^sa^feJfyiwhWhfHfy if? Go* ib/c?ul4,.^j^viire 
fi^rjmyf;fQ$il.0f'®lesthi* nighty I qqald hope 
.-^ ffm\ m^wy. , ^m ..hkii ? The^ bitter agp- 
t.ftiil$i>I Wiwwnjt,,in this, u^jj ftrft fiic- 
t^if^fornktase^^j^o^^ \^rerg lb. fair 

jfiftpKDlbrowing^jm^ into defpair Q^^tba^ 
tii»rtre|r ,wbiob isfovjgr all God'^ works^ 
ifjiiMfctihtJwyrvtIttber.. proved motives .to 
-'cig^afeiJj OHjeuHifpeftion in my iUtur^ 
^t«©»dli<9lf.f;Th^.-oft§ixer I exercifed i»y> 
ASM i©' meditetionss of. this kind, tbe.lef? 
^mf^htRj . Msmty I ^nd by, making the 
,^j(f^lmj^tg of. deijth fan^iiiar, what waiB 
^at firft ifp'^rriblt? aad .{hocking if 
4ilfee<feoi9W th^ _ftv^tefl: QjF n>y eujoyijaents. 
3bTibefo/conj|®ii>platian%haye indeed mad^ 
AmbNi^m^y h^ XiQ\ .fuUe« ^. • nay^, tbey 
\&mii'^A'&9$. fmfi having foured my 
^it^^, /ftal' A^ ^I.«bai^/A ,ipii>4r p^r 
6^fi6^;fi^o»np(>fe<^r^<l ^55 f^i^t^sfpring 
^i6f ajx^ it 4o}F( be$^ tlft^il^y ipoi^j^tipn 
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350 PBATH AND ^UOOMBNT. 

^ is pleafant^and my countenance feraae; I 
^ tafte all the innocent fati8fa6dons ofi iaft 
< pure and fincere; I have noikare in'ptea- 
' fures that leave a ftingbehiod them^ not 
^ am I cheated with that kind, of nticth, 
^ in the midft of which there is heavi* 
^ nefs/ 

^i^— ^— ^1— ^— ^— ^— — ■ II III III M - a ■ »» I 

QUISQUE IU08 PATIMUR MANSI— — VlRO. 

Mr. Ironside. 

J, » 

X HE following letter was really writtei^ 
by a young Gentleman in a languishing 
illncfs, which both himfelf and thofe. 
who attended him thought it imppffible, 
for him to outlive. If you think ^u^h^ 
an image of the flate of a man's inin|l, 
in that circumftance be worth publics 
ing, it is at your fervice, and take^lt; 

as follows : , r 

'' » '. I j[ 

'Dear Sir, ^ -y/ig* 

'You formerly obferved to 'me; ItWt* 

' nothing made a mbre ridicultkis''fij^e 

« in a man's life, than the difp^tf We' 

' often fixid in him fick and ^^:' ^ti' 

' one 
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f one -of en unfortunate couftitution is 
^ peifiefeaaUy exhibiting a miferable ex- 
^.ampk of the weaknefs of hia mind^ or 
< of his body^ in their tuma. I have 
^:had frequent opportunities of late to 
^ confider myfdf in thefe diflfarwat views, 

* and hope I have received fome advan- 

* tage by it. If what Mr. Waller lays 
' be true, that 

« The foul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd^ 

* Lets in new light thro' chinks that time has made ; 

^ Then furely ficknefs, contributing no 

* lefs than old age to the (baking down 
^ ^his fcaffolding of the body, may difco- 

* jver the inclofed ftrufture more plainly. 
*|Sicknefs is a fort of early old age; it 
^ teaches us a diffidence in our earthly 
^ jSate,' ahji infpires us with the thoughts 
*'bf afutiire, better than a thoufand vo- 

* lumes of PhUofophers and Divines. It 

* gives fo warning a concuiBon to :thofe 
*:ff«9P^i^r9uf. v^^i^> our ftr^gth and 
Vy^l^*;lJtet: we think of fortifying our- 
'rfi^vfj, iwitbin, when there is fo little de- 
^g^^enqe pn our outworks. Youth^ at 

^the 
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552 DKATii AITO JiTBOMBNT. 

^the veiybeftyia b«t a betrayer of human 
' life in a gentler .and finootfaer manner 
^ than age: it is like aftream,. that nou- 
^ riflies a plant upon its bank, and caufes 
^ tt'to flouriih and bloflem to the figfac^ 
.^ but at the lame time ia undermining it at 

* the root in fecret. My youth has dealt 

* more £urly ai^ openly with me ; it has 
^ afiorded feveral profpe£b of my danger^ 
^ and given me an advantage not very 
^ common to young men, that the attrac- 
^ tions of the world have not dazzled me 
' very much ; and I began where mod 
' people end, with a full conviftion of the 
' emptinefs of all forts of ambition, and 
^ the un&tisfaftory nature of all human 
' pleafures. 

' When a fmart fit of fickne& tells me 
^ this fcurvy tenement of my body will 
^ fall in a little time, I am even as uncon- 
^ cemed as was that boneft Hibemian, 
' who (being in bed in the great florm 
'fome years ago, and told the houfe 
< would tumble over his head,) made 
^ anfwer, *' What care I for the hoiife ? I 
^^ am only a lodger/' I &ncy it is thebeft 

^time 
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f> )>LaoiIiiat ^iiaUl uneafy at the diougkt that 
, 1 rf ^anrji? m^n^ nwiiom I nevclr had any efte^m 
t f^ ^ i%r^f raore' likelyw tof) eiijoy • thktworld'iiter 
il(^ine% iWhenl tcHefb wiutt jn*aiotmfidibr- 
^.i^able little atoni every finglemtin is^ with 
rA&<jBt£^e&L'to the wh6le creatiob^methinks it 
Y '.^^ is a ifaame to be concerned at the remoVal 
r^f'dfjfoch a trivial animal as lam^- ':>Fhe 
a.i^ ifaohring after my exit, the fun wiH afife 
h'^ as bright as eter, the flowers finell'as 
o(*^;fWeet, the jdants fpring as green, llie 
brfcv^orid will proceed in its old x^ourfe, 
iTifrpedpIe Will laugh as heartily, and mah'y 
* as faft as they were ufed to do. ^^ The 
orff dexhaify of mam" (as it is elegantly ex- 
II ^/pn^fled ill the Wifdomef Solomon) ^<paif- 
rf6'eth away €(8 die (remembrance of a gueft 
^r^ithat! iialrritth tmt otie nlay/' There are 
frf^f»&fi»w;$nJDiijgh^ ih the fqorth <)hapter of 
dllrthb fistfneiBieiDk^to maike any young man 
ol^^(Kinti^httdf with itbe> pbfpeA df death/ 
T <^ fioK)diofi<MXCEtble> age^^k tot' that wiiich 
fl^^Mlctith 'iQiriai%th!^^tihie^^or> imxdtai^ 
^oiii- A a ''fured 
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354 DEATH AND JUDGMENT. 

*^ fured by number of years. But wifdom 
<< is the gray hair to Qien, and* an unfpotted 
** li& is old age. He was taken away 
^< fpeedily, left that wickednefs (hould al- 
^^ ter his underftaading, or deodit beguile 
'^ his foul/' 

' I am yours.* 



FINIS. 
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